TIHE ABSTAINER.
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voice” in token of a world freed from a vire
more terrible 1n its nature and greater in its
results than all others combined.

Another great drawback to the success of
this movement is the too great reliance upon
artificial means. ‘The superstructure is de-
corated with ormaments at once cxpensive
and of little importanve as matters of real
worth. Meetingsare held, whoso object scems
more to aflord amusement than to carry con-
viction to the minds of the audieace. Pro-
cessions are formed, which often produce a
love of vanity and ghow rather than a desire
to augment the ranks of the « Cold Water
Army.” These things add much to the ap-

earance, but litthe 1o the solulity of the pil-
ars of our great enterprise. These things
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gers to each other, but, haviug got their sweet-
bearts to accompany them on the pleasure
excursion, and neeting under such auspicious
circumstances, they became friendly at once
and entered into animp*ed conversation. ‘The
bright sky, the noble scenery on the banksof
the Clyde, the baliny fragrance of the suinmer
air, and the anticipated recreation, inspired
them with buoyant and friendly feelings, and
incited them to break through their Scotch
reserve, and treat each other as if they had
been friends from childhood.

While thus they etood, a young jovial arti-
zan approached with a bottle of whisky and a
glass in his hands. In the fulness of his holi-
day joy he llad been treating his fellow-pas-
senzers to a dram, and now came forward to

doubtless have a‘value and a place, but they
should be subservient to, not principal in the
great work. ‘I'hey are but the scenery which
accompanies the dramas, the sereen behind
which, for the time being, lic hid the princl-‘
ples which actuate and call forth the energies
of the actors in this wovement upon the stage
of the world. Even the pledge itselt becomes
often a stumbling-block to the reformed
drunkard, He is ofien required to sign it in
the hope that he may fulfil the obligation thus
bindiag upon hiw, even without lus having
for one moment realised its real import an

mission. A too great dependence may be
put upon thisobligation. He wmay stand com-
mitted to keep it without ever realising the
fact, that this 1s only the evidence of convie-
tion, and the first fruits of an carnest desire
to escape the thraldom to which he has been |
subjected. Brethren, think of these things;
they require your earnest attention, your
deepest sympathy, your heartfelt aspiration
to Almighty God for strengtl to overcomean
evil, which threatens speedily to tarnish the
glory, weaken the strength, and endanger
our social relations as a people and country.
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THE TWO PATHS.

On a Lright sunny morning near the end of
May, a gaily decorated steawmer was passing
down tho Clyde on her voyage trom Glasgow
to Greenock with a throtg of happy, laugh-
ing, well-dressed people, whose shouts and
noisome gleo might have been heard by the
dwellers on either bank, as the snorting ma-
chinery bore them swiftly aloag. It wasa holi-
day in Glasgow, held in honour of hier Majesty’s
birth, and the toiling thousands glad ot a lit-
tle respite, left the smoke and bustle of the
manutactories and workshops to breathe the
air of the country for a few hours, and rejoice
in the glorious open sunshine.

‘The steamer on which our attention is fixed
was neither the first nov the last to leave tbe
Broomiclaw that day with a company of plea-
sure-seckers from the enty, but it is ‘with this
particular vessel that we have to do, and we
request the reader to step on board with us
while we point him to the following scene.

The deck was covered with groups collect-
ed here and there, conversing freely with each
ciher, - for the occasion, and the brigl.t sur-
rounding landseape, exercised a healthy, ge-
nial influence Lpon the passengess, and all
seemed determined to make themselves hap-

Py;

Near the stern of the ship, towards the
Dumbarton side, were congregated a party of
six,—three young lads, with each a pretty gir}

bestow the same token of good-will on the
three couples who were talking in sucha
friendly manner together.

 Here, my pretty Miss, is a glass to drink
her Majesty’s health,” said the wall-meaning
fellow, offering the liquor to the gicl who atood
next bim.

¢ No, thank you,” was the reply, with a
slight blush. * [ am an abstainer.”

“ Oh! no offence, T hope,” returned the
other good humouredly. * But, perbaps, this
other ﬁ\dy is not a toétofaller 2"

This was said to 4 dark-eyed girl who stood
a little further along, but ere she had time to
speak, the young man on whose arm she lean-
ed said laugbin«jy,—-

« Oh, no! Mary is not a tectotaller. She
is like me, she can take as much as will do her
aood and not enough to do her harm. ‘That,

take 1it, is the right sort of way. Isn't it
Inds 2"

« Of course it is,” said the owner of the -
quor, handing the full glass to the girl as he
spoke. She took it, and putting it to her lips,
took a sip of the contents.

« Take it up, it will do you no harm,” he
continued, as she attempted to put it back al-
snost untasted.

“ 1 had rather not,” she whispered in a hesi-
tating tone. "

“Turs, Mary,” observed her companion,
with a fond look, # you are not afraid of one

lass. That can do you no possible injury.”
%{c raised the glaw playfully to her lips and
held it 4l she had drained it to the boltom.

The other girl followed the example thus
set, and two of the lads swallowed a glass in
torn.  When it came to the companion of
the girl who at first declined with the asser-
tipn that she was an abstainer, he also refused
to partake, though ir. a kind and courteous
manner.

“ Well, here is her most gracious Majesty’s
health, and the health of the present com-
pany,” exclaimed the dispenser of the drink,
tossing off the glass thus rejected, and turning
away to another part of the vessel.

* ] wonder to sce a3 man ot your intelli-
gence countenancing sach an absura doctrine
as teetotalism,” observed the youth who had
persuaded his partaer to drink.

The party thus dddressed smiled gravely,
and said in a quict, almost a sad tone, * And
I, on the other hand, wonder to hear a man
of your intelligence call total abstinence an
absyrd practice. An observer like you must
have seen the awfal and universal effects of
intemperance.”

« Oh! intemperance, I grant you, is an
evil, and ought to be abolished. But it is ab-
surd to go the opposite extreme. “There is a
medinm, and if men would butstick to that

by his side. These young men, were stran.

no harm would be done.”

« But, unfortunately, men don't stick to it,
and untold and untellable misery, discase,
wrotchedness of every kind, and death, in it
most direfc’ ‘orms, aro the consequences.”

* But that is people’s own fault, andif they
will 2o to excess, they must bear the result ™

« And are we to do nothing to reform
drunkards, are we to sufforhe mass of' mi-
sery to accumulate untouched and unremov-
ed ?”

« Certainly not. Urge them ecarnestly to
drink in moderation, and shew them the ex-
ample yonrsclf.” .

“ Alas! Alas! You must know very little
of the influence which strong drink has upon
its enslaved victims, or you would undeestand
that it is impossible for & drunkard to driok
moderately.” . .

“ Then in that case total abstinenco is the
best thing for him. It is certainly better to
drink none at all than to bea drunkard. But
simply this is not the reason why you abstain.
You have not the appearance of having over
been an intemperate man, and as for the lady
at yourside, it would be the grossest insult to
instnuate such a thing on her part.”

“ No, thank heaven, neither Annie nor my-
self have been ensnared by the insidious foe,
but if you wish to know why wo are abstain-
ers, the following are our princtpal reasons.
We want to reform the intemperate, and to
prevent the sober from becoming intemperate ;
and we are convinced, that the practice of ab-
stinence will effect this, and, moreover, that
nothing else can.  As moderation is the cause
of intemperance, so if there was no moderation
there would be ao intemperance.”

« Bat intemperance is not the necessary re-
sult of moderate drinking. All moderate
drinkers don’t become drunkards.”

« Certainly not. But those who don’t ought
1o abstain for the sake of those who do. Be-
sides, no one who drinks moderately can tell
whether he will escape the snare of intemper-
ance. Ifonly those were to be moderate
drinkers who would always continue such,
the evil would be immensely lessened, and
your argument would bave some forco, but as
this is impossible, we are necessitated to look
upon all who drink as in danger of becoming
drunkards.” .

« You and- I don’t agree in that matter,”
was the reply, though made in perfect good
kumour. “I think it both weak and foolish
to give ug drinking altogether, because a few
misguided men and women destroy themselves
with it. No, no, Mary lass,” he continued,
turning with a bright laugh to his companion,
“ you and 1 are not going to deprive oursclves
of our little conforts for such an imaginary
fear. We can take a little now and then, and
never think of hurting ourselves”

His fair companion blushed and laughed,
while our abstaining friends regarded cach
other with apitying expression on their faces.
The third couple remained silent, but from
their readiness to take the whisky when of-
fered them, 1t could be deduced that they had
little sympathy with the abstinence principle.
Just then the peak of Dumbarton Caste
came in sight, and the conversation ceased.
The party returned by the same vessal in the
afterncon, and, on reaching the Broomielar,
they separated to mo cach their own way
through life. .

Soon after this, the pair who bad so nobly
vindjcated the temperance cause, married,
and they carried the same enthusiastic devo-
tion to it, inlo their little home. They were
very happy together, andin their sphere they




