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The Quest for Wisdom:
A Ploa for tho Froor usc of Roason in Mattors of Rovelation.
BY REV. LOUIS )t JORDAN, D, TORONTO.

I'rxt:—' «isdom is beforo him that hath understanding: but
tho oycs of a fool aro in the onds of tho carth. Prov. xvi., 24,

Thus Scripturo 18 & graphio hittle word-skoteh,  Whilo wa read
tt, & pietuce scems to unfold tacl{ boforous.  Two distinctly drawn
figures ocoupy tho foreground of tho sceno; and perhaps no two
porsons ooull,x by possibiity mozo walely differ. On tho face of
ono of themn thero boame a look, sober aad thoughtful, yet screnv
and sattafied . the other 18 & man whoso wandering vacunt cyss are
viowing ** tho ends of tho carth.” Intclligence and Ignorance are
over jll-matod companions.

Interproting tho passage thus, docs our age beliove1t? Most
omphatically it doea heliovo 1t. Mon to.day rightly appreciato
learning ; truth, of whatsoover kind, 18 buing cagcrl_{ welcomed.
At tho samo time thero 13 a current distrust, and lmp[n a growing
distrust, of all that portains to ignorance. The world has come o
endorse tho verdict of Sorpture, when the latter affirms that
1gnorancoe 18 fully. dome go so far as to declaro that contentment
with 1gnoranco,—and, much more, all conmivanco at 1guorance,—is
palpably a crime. . .

‘l‘hua ft has como aboud that. in our day, knowledge is being
diffascd as nover before in tho history of the race. ‘The door of the
tchool stands wnvitingly open evorywhere, Frowm the unpretentions
Kindergarten up to tho endowed University, regularly grade d series
of woll-equipped Educational Institutions ure practically at the
sorvico of all who desiro to enter them.  And

It is tho chiof complaint of the Reactionlists, to whom referenoc o
has been mado, that mon to-day are oxumlninf and testing and
questioning, whoroas in formor days they oxhibited o inccker and
moro teachablo spirit.  To this chango of attitude and mothod is
attributed tho widespread unbeilef of cur times, and tho doubts
which have beon taised as to the inspiration and goneral authority
of tho several parta of Scripture,

So far, howover, is this upinion from being corroct, that it may
be pronounced the very roverse of interproting accurately the real
atato of the case. Nob tho curront doubts of our age, but our
Leliofs, are the truo fruitago of recent inveatigations and 1guiries.
Such confidenve a3 wo do possess in the inspiration and authority of
tho Biblo rests upon theso very inquiries. ‘Cho microscopical
scrutiny to which tho books of Scripture have lately bsen subjected
has only scrved the more fully to confirm our beliol In their super-
natural oharacter. Instead of boing robbed of our fafth by the
critics, the investigations of experts (anctent and moderu) havo
furnished us with the ovidencea—and, what 18 more, with the only
oxisting ovidences,—upon which we can rotain otir theological
beliefs intelligently  Faith remains as forvony to-dny as over, but
it has grown moro robust and confident.

God has o high and holy use for a vigorous and cmanocipated
rcason.  Even Strauss, arch-sceptio though ho was, fulfilled grandly
his invaluable mission. Tho scholars of Tubingen, for they wore
truo scholars, shoock the German Universitics rather rudely from
theie sleop . but that rough awakemug proved effective.  Therehas
been no dozing uver Now Testament studies durine all the interval
of more than ﬁalf & contury, But did not Tubingen shatter, or at
least shako, our belief in the vecacity of the Gospel narratives? By
no means; on the contrary, 1t reised up ¢ host of defendera of the
faith,—mea who, with their successors, have ro.asserted in
irrefutable argoments the true divinity of Jesus, And it will
not be otherwiso with the attacks which are now being mado upon

the Old Testament : its assailaats are prov-

benides, thero aro all sorts of supplemeontary
Schools of Instruction, suited to the oircum-
stances of special classes of students,—night
schoolr, summer schools, trado svhools, oxclu-
sively professional schools, and all that diver-
alﬁcJ cducational machinery which wo now
cover by thoe pliraso University Extension.

As tho outcomo of this excoptional intel-
loctual activity, two results have emerged,
—two results which wmight hsve been antici-
pated.

1. On tho ono hand, many have come to
hold an altogether oxaggerated idea of the
valuo of mere 1ntellectualiam.

Such a view e short-sighted.  The human
wind is indecd a wonderfully capable instru
ment.  The signal triumphs of cultivated and
highly trained thought, during the past cen-
century, arc quite fitted tafite ovena slaggieh
imagination, Nevertholess therc aro scores
and scores of truths which, if reccived atall,
must bo accepted not as facts but as behefs.
Kaut has shown conclastvely that the und
is so constituted that there are snany cortain-
ties which lie wholly beyond its rcach. The
Agnostic, in a sense, 18 perfectly nght, no
man «an know God, however goud may bo tho
grounds for our delicving in tho existenco of

ing o bo our best friends, They aro com-
pelling us to make & re.examination (and a
very closo oxamination) of each of the Old
Testament Books, and so to arm oursclves
with »_deeper and more reliable knowledge.
This acholarly attack has called forth,- and
from somo now and most unexpected quartors,
~—the scholarly defence: and thua our belicfs
have gained prccision, alike i conceptron
and 1n statement. As Farrar reminds usin
his '+ Critical History of Free Thought —
*The various clements of truth-—which exist
quito often on both sides of the argument—
are brought to light by the controversy.”
But after tho struggle, stll sving on 1n some
quarters, shall huvo reached its ultimate
issue, tho residunm of truth which is supphod
from oven diamectrically opposite positions
shalf becomo the prize and permanent posses.
sion of all believers,

» * - * *

Accurdingly a plea for the freor uso of
rcason in dealing with the Biblical records
should not be deemed untimely. Many con.
swdcrations justify such a ples, but at least
wwo facts may be stated and examined.

(a) Reason was intended to assist us in

a Supreme Spirit. The teaching, therefore,
that sceks to deify reason defeatsitsownend,
Toclothothat faculty with unnatural, unneces-
aary and impossible functions, sorves only toe draw attention to
ttsinhorent limitations scrves only, in thoend, aciaally to advertise
a woakneas which this very procedure is intended to conceal.

2 !lence, within reront yoars, wo havo witnessed a protest and
s powerful reaction. Another school of opinion has been formed,
and it has uttered its dictam. \Within the sphere of tho higher
investigations (it doclares), and espocinlly within the domain of
roligion. rcason s of comparatively little value.

Surely, in this instanco, tho pendulum hns swuag to tho oppusite
ond of thoare! If many have over-estimated the importance of our
current intollectuslinm, 1t is quito ns gravean error to under-cstimat
its importance. Yet this is undoubtedly the attitudo of not  few
to-day. Because too much has boen claimed for reazon in tho past,
somo would now rob it even of its due. Lot it bo recognized that
tho human understanding has ita limits, boundarics beyond which
it must not presumo to pass; but within those recognized limits,
within thoso appointed boundaries, it were sheor insanity not to
employ it,

What is a Man,
If his chiof good and matket of his timo
Bo but to sleep and {ced ? A beast, no moro !
Sure He who mado us with such largo discoursoe,
{Looking bofore and after) gave us not ’
That montal capability, that Go?.like roason
To rust in nsunuacd,
Unquestionabls a man is as gailty in the sight of God if ho fail to
otert the n.bili!.ics with which ho has been endowed, as when ho
urges anl strains his tacaltics besund their logiumate powers,
L] . . L] - L]

N w apply these considorntions to a survev of the contents of
the Bible. That Book 13 professedly a revelation from God. In
tho stads of Scaiptace, in how far are mon ay hiberty to examinoand
:«l t\.n1 question la la.ags wpun ther belief aad thoir obedienco?

discriminating between the spurious and the

Rev. L. . Jonrpax, B,D. true.

But is not the whole of ThE BIinLE true?
At tho ontaet, tho inquirer is unable to auswer affirmatively or
negattvely,—unless sndecd he is prepared toaccept some other man's
cumiictivns, and adopt them as his uwn. Boyond all denial, not
overy alleged revelation is really divino in its origin : of this the
Biblo itself is constently reminding us. ‘‘Many deceivers are
entered 1nto tho world ' it declares. It is coasclessly puttingus on
our guard against ** geducers and the doctrines of devila.” *‘Even
now (it says) there arp_many Anti Christs.” The Bible creots an
oxacting standard of measurement ; it must not decline to bo itsclf
measured by that standard.  Tho Bible wurns men to exercise all
caution 1n accepting other alleged Revelations ; it must be prepared
to faco a like spirit of caution, created and fostered by itself, when
men como to deal with the rovelation which it contains,

But let it bo proclaimed upon the housctops that this ordesl of
renson,—this exemplary caution, and the temporary suspense of
judgment_which it anvolves,~—the Biblo honestly and cheerfally
invites. It is botween the covers of that very book that men are
uniformly and moat strongly recommended—nay, enjoined—to
inquire into tho sacred oracles, and to try the spirits whether tho
bo of God. ** Prove all things {wo read) ; hold fast that which is
gool.” Individual churches and individual scholars may say of the
Scriptures :—** Let thom alone: they constitute a volame at once
mysterions and unigue " ; but Christ so speaks NEver! On_tho
contrary, reaching them forth in histand to evory carnest inquirer,
H3 oxclaimes :—*TaKe them and diligently acarch them.” T at
loast deom it no heresy that you should think deeply concerning
tham, and weigh them in tho scales of a candid and dispassionato
judgment.” 1d God holds every man responsible for the result
for, it may be, for tho lack) of somo such consciontions inquiry.
There {s much in the Bible that we cannot nnderstand, for the
measure of God s truth 18 not, restricted b{‘ the capacity of men to
womprehiend st But tho gvidences which support that truth wo
reject {or remain in [gnoranco af) at oyr peril. and it is toenshlouy




