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The Quest for Wisdomn:
À lia for tho Frier utile f Rouena in Nattera of Rovoiatieil.

DYV REV. WIftVI Il. joitumer, II.D., rOItO,4T.

rEXT.-« ïlsdom in beorc hMi that biath iniderstanding: but
ts oyais of a faot arc in the entis oi th carili. i'rov. xvii., -14.

This. iorîptuiro là a gra li; tle vor(I-sketcht. Whilo wu rendi
tL. a ptetum attrait ta unfa c itueîf boforo us. Two distiîctly drawn
figures accuy the fore ground of the scelo ; andi porliaps 11o twa
parsons o0eUl by posslbility nîo.- wsalely differ. On tlie faceocf
ac of t.bcîn tiiero boanîit a look, tiober andi thlutightful, yet noreflu
andi satillit. the othcr sa a mai %vlîoto waaîuing vacant eà>rO are
viîewlng Iltho endis of the carth." Intelligence and Ignorance are
over lîl-matoti comnpassions.

Isitcrpretlng dits passitge tlaua, docis our agot beliovo it? Mont
enmphatically il, glace bolievo it. Mon to.day rightly ait reclate
lcarnaig; truth, of %vlaatsoover kiud, su btiig CIrl 1 cleoinca.
At dits saine time thoera as a ourraa't diatrust. anti laappib agolaa

<lttiat, of ail t.lît portaaîs to ignaoCf The Nvend lisu totn> _î
enuraie the verdict of !Soipture, wlacns the latter affirmea thuit
ignoranîce se fcally. borno go no far as tu ticclarc tiat contentment
wita i notranco,-and, much morc, ail cohîiivanco at ig-uuaanc,--is
petablyba acime.

lîus it lias caisse about tlat. In oîar day, knoivlcdgc le boing
iffaseti as siaer befoe in thlo history of tlîo race. Thuis dour of the

i.chool stands inî'it.ing!y opean oove nom. Fro)n thn unlpretentioua
Kinîlergarten up t tMa endowed aivri., regularly Mradr ilscries
of vroll.equipped Educational Ialt.tutions tire practîcally at the
service ef ail wlae dtisro to enter thomn. Andi
bczidos, thîc ara ail sorts of supplcmentary
Sobools o! Instructioan, aîîîted to tho o:rcuniî
stances of spicolai clamses of istudcnts,-naglit
sclîoolit, summien sclîools, trade suhools, exclu-

sivcly 1rofesuîlonal &-boule, outi il hat <liter-
sficd educational nmachiner) whicli vu 91o%

caver b) theu phrasa Univorsity Extension.
As tho outronsie of titis exceptinial Intel-

lectîîal activst.' t.we resulta havae mergod,
-twa rosultis whli migit ba»ve bcn antici-
pateti.

1. On the oe lianî, nîany have conte ta
bold an altogotiter exaggeratcd julca of the

value o! moe intcllectuabsni.
iîuch a vie% t a laurt.-aghtcdi. The litniaî

quid ils indecti a %vondcrfully capale laîstru
ment. Tie signýaltriumplis cf cîltivated atid
hîighly traincti tdieught, during the past cou-
çelttr5, are quite titLtd tu fit aven a. aittuist
imagination. Nevertheless tha arc scores ,

anîd scores of truths whiiol, if reecive t atI,
ist bc accopteti net as (acta but as belîefs.

Kaut lihit alîcvi txi ni.lîaaî.cl%- ttatth p.laou Il
in se constituted, taAt thc-Lre àro an» uortain-
tics wlaieh lic wlîully boyand its mcach. Tilo
Agnestie, in a sonne, la penfectl nghit., nu>

ai vaa kitow Gad, laoer getimay bo tho
greîiîîds for ouîr belitviuag in Ola existenceocf
a Suprena pirit. Tu tcaehing. thiorefcre,
that seeka ta dcifyý reasca defeats is own endi. RV .
Toclothothat faeîîlty wahhl unnatural, îanneces*
sary sunt impossible fInctions, serves ofly, te draw attention We

striinherent litation, serves onli, ini the endi, tcî alyt adi îertau
a woakuess vrbach thia ver>' procetlure is iiîtonded tu conceal.

12 1 lance,, wit.hin rer-iit voars, wc have witîitelt a prateist andi
" pewerfnl reaction. Anoth;er school of opinion li&3 beauî fermeti,
aniatt hai uttereti lis dictant. iVitlîin Vie spbcreocf the highcer
investigations (il, deoclaros, nut clspectially vithin the daemain cf
reigin reasan de cf campanativoly I ittle lîc

ineyj this ilîstance, the ponduluin bas sivuag tW tho opposite
enoîcf hoarc! If ni>,, hava over-cgtianatcd the inîportance cf ur

current iîîtellectîtslaint. t is qt as grave an crronho untlcr-csatianat
ta imprtance. Vot thiu ia untinubtodly thre attitude of net a few

Ùo.a7 Ilceausa ton inuch lias boeîî claimecl for rmaison ini tie pa.>t,
anme vaiild noir rab it oven of its due. Lot it be recognireti that
tho huina» understancling bas ita limita, heuinilarica buiý'ond licli
it muet net. l)resii tu pasu; but triLlai» thase recognazoti limita,
witlîin those appointoti botindAric'î, il, %wei-e ahier iîisanity net ta
emîîloy ih.

N arat is a 2Man,
If blis chief gooti anti market et bis tîme
110 hait We sleep and fSot? A boust, tic more
Sure Ife %vho madie ns witb aucli largo discouit,
(Lookinq boforo anti afwren gave us net
TVint mental capabilit>', tiat .oi'.lik meason
Te rush in lis unoseti.

ijîaqucâtionxblv a miii is as guitty in tVie sight cf Ged if lie (ail tu
oenet tlîu abilities with vhich lie hia,% been cntloed, a %vlicn hae

urges an l strains hlis tAanltiea% bt-tmnd tLhcir logict a teIKwmatos

N 'Iv appl' these constieoratîouis to a survcv of thîe contents of
tho Bible. l'bat Book si profassodl>' a navelatîoîî frein God. lu
the stuly of Sr4ptttre .n luw far are ancae aihborty te examina anti
*o.st an 1 p 1 îeation été I&Iiiii cqun t}<c.,g brltel Atitmi timit obiv.aençe

It la the elof complaint of the Roactionlos, te vrhom reformao.
lis bee» matie, that me» to*day art oxamining anti testing and
questlîiag, whîorcas ini former days they oxiiibiltid a inoeken and

sucore teacliables spirit, To ti change cf attitude anai method lis
attribiiteil the wîîlesproad unheilef of <"ijr tUnion, ant i te daubtas
ivlituli hava bo» retendi ast ta thîe inspiration anîd general autlority
of thia sevovral parts of senipturo.

Sa far, hîowover, la tltis opinion fron beîng corroct, t.lint it aay
bo pronouric thOe î'ery reverse cf intonpretiaîg accurately the meai
atateocf the caue. Not tie cinrnat doibts cf aur aige, but aur
beliefis, are the truc fruutage cf roent Investigations anti inquieis.
Siteli I.,ailtlcnuc as u~c do pasons in the inspirationa andiauthort cf
this Bible res tapa thneso very inqaînies. The nîlenosoopll-
scrutiny tu whlieh theo bocite cf Senipturo ]lave latcly bac»n subjectcdl
lias ont), aCrved, the morc finliy tu confirmn aur belief In tlîeir super-
natural ehiarauc. Iniuttati cf becing robbed cf our failli by the
cnitici, tlt~ aun' ctigaticais of experts (anctent und moderu> bave
f urnîihe us 'nitli ts avidenca- andi, wlîat sa more. %with the only
cxisthaio4 ueîcs-ic %vblcl %ve can raai» cuir theological
beliefs itelligcntly 1'alth reomains as fervonZ. today as even, but
it liais grown more robit anti confident.

Coul bas.a haé andi holy, use for a vigonous andi omancipateti
reaitî. Eveiî Sretteis, ami) -sce 1tio t!aongh ho was, fulillled grsndly

hie iaîvaluablo iission. Thouehiolana cf Tubingcn, for tl'ey wene
trat schiolurs, slîook tie Germa»s tlîaversaitie ratlier raoly fromn
tlieir sicym . ut tlîat rougis awýakenirag protet effective: There lias

ho on nu 'IfnIl" r Ncît Testament studiois dun»" -%iIl the interval
cf mure titn viaf a cetuny,. But dia not Tubingen aliattor, or at
luesishako, our belitif in thc 'eracity of the flospel narratives? By
no0 mens; on tue coaîtrtv, iL raised lip r- haat of defendera of the
faitlî,-aaaea vho, wjt'î tlîoir succesors, hava re-asaentcd in
irrefuatable argumenits ts tnruc divinity cf Jeanîs. Anti iL ivill
not bu ather%%,so wit.l thîe at.tacks wlaich are now hein); made opa»

the OltiTestament.: is assaflants are pnov.
-~ ig tu bc our buit fnienda. The>' arc coin-

Y pclling us to nmakea r. eexaminaticn (andi a
ver>' close examiaaatban) cf each cf the 01<1
Testament Bocks, snd no ta amus ounuacîves
vvitb à clcepor and moie reliable knowledge.
This acliolanly, attack bas calleti forth, -anti
froin stanie ncw anti mostunexpected quartera,

-the schiolarly, defence: and thon aur boliefs
liavc gmtnetl precisien, alube an cancept'on
ant ài 1 Matemnent. As Farrar rcrninds uls in
lais IlCnîical lliahory, of Fro Thiought"-

*Tite various elernonts of truh-wioh exist
qîîitc Olten on bath aides cf the argument-
ara brought to liglit by t.he ccntroveray."1
But after tiei atruggle, stîlI bdljng on in Borna
qutartons, sahl have reacheti lis ultimate

,.Lissue, tie rcsiduiîm cf trutlî ivhich lsasupplieti
frai» aveu dianîetrically opposite positions
i1hil becomu tie prize andi permanent poue.
sion of aIl bolievers.

Acuunclisigly a pîca fer ste freor use et
mabson in tiealîng vvith tho Biblical records

* alocîlt net bo deemed untinîely. Many con-
asiderations justify such a plea, but at teast
twe facts nîaty ho istatoti ard(( eainnct.

(<a> Reason iras intend tieh est us in
discrlminating betîveen tue spurious andi the

JoitiAN, B.D. truc.
But lu not the> wVhoe cf TRE BinuL truce?

At tie outset, the jaîquiner in unable Wa answer afflrmiatively or
negatitch ,-înleas aisteeti lie ispreparad W aaceptisome ather man'a
conu lotions, antiadopt thoea as is uwn. Boyenti all tienial, not
overy zillcgeul revelation ls neally divine in its onigin e.oft h5s Ohe
Bible it.aelf ie ccnst'rntly reminding lie. IlMa»' *decesiverle are
elaLeri tuLu thoa worl," Il declares. Ih in coctelessly puttiog tus on
Ouar guard agail t -odacers anti thc doctrines cf divils." Il Even
nev (h. 8ays~ thra arp many Anti Christs." The Blible ceets an
exactitig standard or niesasurement ; il, muet net decline a bch itsoîf
nicasurai by that standard. The Bible wun mo» Wo exercise ail
caution in acpting otien allegeti Revelations; it muet ho propareti
ho face a like spirit of caution, createti anti foistcrad by itself, when
nîcn couic te tIcal %vith, the rovoliit ion w'hielà il containe.

But let it bo proclaimeti upon tues beusetopa that thia urdeal cf
reasn,-this c-emplary caution, andu tho teniperary suspense of

jîidgpent wliielsit h.nvoivc,-tha Bible honestly anti cheorfulIv
inîvite&.I is je tveeni the covers cf tbat î'ory book that men arc
unifonah> anti lnat stnongly recozmmcnded-nay, enjoincti-to
inquiro into tire aqecct oracles, anti to tr'y thea spirits whetbor they

bocf 1 ed. IlProve aIl things (',vo reat> ; holti fast tlîat îvhich la
gocti" Inulividuial clîurches anti individual acholara maysaiy- f tha
Scriptîinca :-, Uot thons atone: L hoy constitueo a v.olume at once
niysterious anti uniquII; but Christ so apeaks NcvEIt! On zha
coutrar' rncliing thora forth in liis band We everycarnesst inquiner,
le axe a1ims'-" Talec thora anti tiuiigcntly scanda then. Iî at
liat eor» il. ne hercay that yenu should think deepl>' concerning
thein, anti weigli thiera iiit to icalea of a canditi andi dispassionate
juIlgmcnL" Anaid ulicîtis cvcny mnia responsibie for tho reSuit
(cr, it may bo, for toc lack) cf isanie sucli onscilintiaas inquiry.
Thera is much lin hc Bible that we canant nndenutand, for thre
maauro cf Ced si trias net rest.ricted b> the capacity of men tW

,u.iptt.lond jt.. But the ovitiences, ihi%.h support that truth tva
rcjceî4 ý. rvn.%ir, li jlnor&po of) 9' Ptr pnil - Nid it ie 0o ?!!k (i
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