
THlE CANADIA

COLLG ESLA RlU AND SMAILL.

01111 INOl fias more <istirig-Nuishe<l Congregationalismi
tlîan the ever continued de-
sire anîd effort to pirovide

Scollegiate traininig for young
IlleIî. The schtool, and
closely followvingç it, the col-
legie, lias ever been estab

lislied wvherever the church itself took root.
The Congregational collegyes in England have

been numerous; but mostly small. Nowvan effort,'
wîichie is soinewliat wide-spread, is made to amial-
g'anate somle of these colleges ; and of very late

years something of this lias been done. Tien for
the results. Thiere are fower students, ani

si *naller suliscriptions thian before ; thîougli it 'vas

hopcd both these would showv an irIcrease. There
wvas also more village and liamlet wvork ; more

evangelistic 'vork in general, under tlîe sinîal-col-
lege systeni, than under tie larger.

These are serious results. No'v what are the

advantagescla-imiedt for the large college? (1) More

esprit (le corps among the students, wvhich is sup.
posed to be a good thing ; (2) more and better
professors, resulting f romi the larger funds to

obtain themn; a larger field for tlicir professional
zeal ; (3) a combination of means and funds;
(4) more prospect of pcrpetuîty of corporate exis-

tence, frorn large endowvments and more wvide-
spread intcrest; (5) a bptter ducated ministry.

But the resuits have shîown in England no sueh

gathering-in of students, or of subscriptions and

endowvments ; and not in every case even an en-

largement of the professorial staff. The'esprit, de

corps remains, and tUec daimi for better educated
ministry remains; but the advocates of smallcr
and more numierous colleges put little value on
the flrst, and dispute the second.

The question of residence or non-residence, also
cornes into Uie argument. The comparisonl arises
of a smiall college with residence together as a

family, aîîd thie large college and nion-residence
for that is the w'ay thc question practically divides
itself. The advantages of the fitmiily-system-
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N INDEPENDENI.

wvhcre the nuinher is (as is generalily the case),
snîall cnough to have aP tho intimiate acting andl
reacting influences of the fainily - must be very
gyreat. Thc young nien wvill go ont, wvtiî mno8t of
the intellectual, and many of the mornl features of
the»profcssor they have studied under iii the class,
and 'de wvith at the table, and wvalked with on the
campus. In the otiier case, whiere it is oxîly hearing
lectures andl attenditig- examninationis, no stich
results wvill follow. The young men wvill takze on
the habits and i-iibibe the opinionq of those amnong
whom they inove outqide thieir classes. And a. for
the esprit de corps, there is no renson wlîy aIl that,
is gInood in it shoul<l xot exist in a company of
eight or ten, as with fifty or a lhuadred. And
somne of the best men 've ever met, lheld that the
most valuable "- esprit " 'vas that hield in common
betwecn an evangelizing, student and the souls lie.
had wvon to Christ, and between a pastor and a
flock lie is hielping on thieir way fo lieaven.

Every college should be a centre of gospel effort
in its own neigborhoodl. This the smiall collegep
always is. The training in preaching, and hiand-
ii-hand 'vork among the pews-and amiong tl-,,
the homes of the people-are what Il makie " the
good minister. No amounit of apologeties and
hermeneutics, of honiiletics and esehatology, "'ilI
ever inake up for thiese. AIl w~ell to dIo these, but
not to leave the other undone. Even if the influ-
ences of the large col lege were as favorable as the
other, it only occupies one centre, where the other
occupies three or four.

And ev'ery such college is a centre of denornina-
tional effort. If we. possess a good thing, we want
to spread it. The Roman churcli works thus, to
spread whiat thiey hold. Says a contemporary :
'Roman Catholics seemi to go upon the plan of

having as many colleges for students as they can
support, for every college is an influence for
Romanistii in the neighborhood %viere it stands."
And so, it ought to be among us. WXe ought to
have colleges in Winnipeg, London, Toronto,
Kingston, and 'Montreal-five collegc centres in-
stead of one, from 'vhencc could radiate influence
and labor wvhere our young men could he trained
furthcr in the wvork niany of thein are already en-
gaged in ; and where village-wor]. uot necessarily
impinging on proper lîours of stud, and daily and
hourly contact with the pastor-professor who


