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Three lesson are here. First, that where the risk of ﬂiact‘g that he pre-eminently dwells in ever
‘*gociety ” cannot be legally dispensed with, the church ’ ' P y very

should initiate all action as to a pastor, and the two bodies e""h"“f” “_t %“C]‘ believers, _§ving deﬁl}lte
never mest as one, as was done in this instance. Second, , promise of gmdance to them in their associate

that somo manifestation of the fellowship of the churches | canaeity. in answer to their united supplica-
is indispensable to the Congregational pastorate. And| p 5 supplca

third, that an expedition for help to vital godliness and tions. J;he popular div ision of church p‘fht’e”
spiritual advancement to the Egypt of *“popular preach- into KEpiscopal, Presbyterial, Congregational,

ing,” or a trust in chariots because they are many, andin i g certain]y superﬁcial and in some cases
horsemen because they are very strong, instead of looking i !

unto the Holy Quo of Israel, und sceking the Lord, is a: m_is.le.adiug. I Pf’ef“r to speak of a two-fold
very poor relinnce, whether for peace or prosperity, for a’ division, that which makes the church (lcpcnd

Congregational churcli, avon, in this last quarter of the 19:in whole or in part upon externals, and that
contwry 7 : ;whizh makes it dependent upon life, the
o " ) "~ ,externals being only its manifestation. The
THE COLLEGE AND THE CHURCH. latter I humbly submit is the true Congrega-
.ticnal ideal, the former—well, I do not care
When T use the word church I do not desire '8¢ Place it, nor do I arrogate for Congrega-
to have in view any polity, be it Papal, Epis-- tionalism exclusive claim for that tl:uth,‘ but I
copal, Presbyterial or Congregational, but the ! 58y that within the limits of union with Christ,
decper truths couveyed by the simple N. .. Wherever or however twe or three meet in
equivalent of the gospel ccelesia, the  body of | Fis name Jor His service, there is a chureh,
Christ.” Without arriving at philosophical ex-' His body in microcosm, and that only as any
actness we may say generally, the body is that|oreanization manifests the life, the will, and
through which the living entity called self the heart of the Christ can it lay clax'{n "t
receives and imparts impressions. Not for-|being in_the true semse of the term: " The
getting that mysterious region in which spirit| Chureh, ?hns"cs ?0‘-‘?’ ' either in whole or in
may directly act upon spirit, our general ex-‘an'h anc.I wou d‘ful‘.th@ Sff) ,'t'hqt 0{11}’ as
perience is, that through the bodily organism | {'ongregationalisin realizes, or strives patiently
the spirit thinks, feels, acts, and is thought of, for that ideal, can it keep its spurs upon the
felt, and acted upon. The very thouéhts of ecelesiastical field of the cloth of gold.
the subtle thinker can only be manifested as, Church polity, to be real in the Christian
put in audible speech or on written page. sense of the term, must rot forsake the funda-
My body, in some form or other, is the mental of Christian life, and that we find
only manifestation to you of what I, the expressed in Ubrist's own words: “ Except a
spiritual being, am. The ego is ouly known man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom
outside itselt by the non-ego environment. | of God;” for “That which is born of the flesh
Christ is tc be made known to the world His!is flesh, thﬂ'f' which is born of the Spirit is
gospel saves through His church, which is His: Spirit.” No other ghurch fou‘nd'a,tion can be.
active, speaking, living body. Of that church: Some years ago it was put forth, after a
I would speak. Tirst, T confess to finding!series of S“’PPOSGd exact experiments by Dr.
little charm in that very popular conception'E stian, “living matter is constantly being
of a Congregational church which sees therein ' formed de novo.”  In other words, hfe‘ 1s not
a mere polity of liberty. The outlaw rejoices‘th.e necessary and universal progenitor of
in a liberty which separates him from his life, which, under favourable ccrditions may
fellows. Ido not crave solitude, but fellow- 'spring forth of itself. Dr. Bastian’s flasks of
ship and service, and liberty to fellowship and hay infusion were manifestly imperfectly
serve. Cursed be the polity which hinders 'sealed. life-germs had not been rigidly ex-
service, or the creed which forbids me grasp-fduded- P}‘Of~ T)'I_lda']l, Wit]} the test of
ing by the hand a Christian brotherandaman,;optical purity, manipulated his vessels, and
I do hold very dear what was the oviginal with confessed reluctance .declares“that no
ideal of the Independent Church, and which "shred of trustwortuy jexperimental testimony
Dr. Dexter thus puts: “We desire God’s exists tc prove thav life in our day has ever
indwelling to shape our government and  appeared independently of gntccedent, life.”
God’s interworking to control it. We hold As Huxley says, the doctrine of life, from
that the Great Head of the church dwells in,life only, is “ vietorivus along the whole line
every true believer, to prompt and shape his ‘at the present day.”




