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Of lato yealw also, ini the eccouidast>ical world,
wo discovoi- QEcumunical Couneils on a grand
scale, flourighing high -sou nding enougth ti tieF,
as wi tioss Pani-Pretibyterian, Pan-Aniglican,
Pan-Nletiiodli8t, and Pan-Cougrogational As-
somblios, ail now bucome, hisatorie.

Thits spirit of organized fellowship 1 regard
as eininently suggestivu, and shadowing foýrth
the secrt of truo F)uccoss in briuging th,)
world to Christ. The (3hurch is an organized
unity of being, in wlîich every moeanà ait
ond, and every end i8 a means, for - by onu
epi rit wo are ail baptizod inte one body, and
have ail belon tiade te drink of oine epirit."

Closer fellowshiip, I am perFuadod, is the
grealt want of the Church gonerally, but p)ar-
ticularly e? our denomination iu Vhia Doinin-
ion. Thîis spirit of extrernle jealousy ovor the
independence of the lecal Church is net
healthfùl or Progressive. Bufore we eau
lengt>hen unir corda and strk-rgthen our stakes
we mnut get the idea of ilhe inter-dependoncu
cf tho Ch urches to grow and regulatq our inter-
course. This is ne xîuw doctrine, for the
fathors of our dunoxuination undersýtood and
advocated thu necessity of communion among
thu Churches. In that fainous Wes4tminster
Assembly of Divines, the meiubers ef it
known as the Dissent>ing Brot>hren rupudiated
the idea of comnplote isolation of the Churchea
eue frein the otI er, in such words as these :
IlWe coluld net therefere but j udge it a safe
and an allewed way te retain thu governiment
cf our several cengregatiens for matter o? dis-
ciplinre wit>hin, theinselves, to be exercised by
their own eiders, whereef wve had three at
least in oach congregatien whomn we are sub-
ject te, yet net claiming te ourselves an inde-
pendent power in every congregatien te give
account or be subjet te none others, but only
a full and entire power complete within eur-
selves, until we should be challengud to err
gressly-such as corporations enjoy who have
the power and privilege te pass sentence for
life or death wit.hin theraselves, and yet
are accountable te the State they live in."
Such viewa. in theory and practice, have the
endorsation cf Thomas Goedwin., Philip Nye,
Sidrach Simpson, Jeremiah Burroughs and
William Bridges, men cf understanding ini
Westminster Assembly tintes. A closer con-
federation cf eut Churches,fer advice, counisel,
,censure and common effort in the service of
our common Master, would, J believe, supply

our ini$Ising finir. Frota base to a.,ex, the idepv
of the fedoration of indopendent governnient,,
for a coiniton good, that in the iitrstft of a
coinnion life willdoclare its govorning principle
to be, Il One for ail, and ai ifur each 7" ie, and
mugV bu> an ossential factoer in Our donomin&-
tienal progres8.

In thoory, neo one of our Churceh o, or in
the Dominion, but wiIl readily acknowledge
obligation te recognize tho duties of féllow-
ship and coun.iel which the Soripture anid the
spiritual brotherhood of believers impose; but
yet how few of t>hem, in their practice allow
theinselvus to, bu so governud!1

God s-ay, Ye have dwelt long enough
this mount . Takuo your jourxey. Bohi ±J>
1 have set the laild beforo you.» Thon- -

"Forwràrd 1 bo Our wat.ohword. Slopa «Zd Voioog joinod;
Bef'k the thirîgs bofore u», not a look bebind.
Forward, iloç'k of feom, ialt o!f all the ertli,

TWoeh yoaruing purposo spring to glorious b zrth.
F~orward, out of orro)r; luave bellind the night;
Forward t1hrough the darknes; forward into light.>

Thon again the Church's progress is affected
by another spirit which is abroad-even Ila

S'SU8spirit." The lut ef the eye, the
lust of the flesh, and the pride of life,
are serious obstacles in the way of spiri-
tual prosperity and emiuent>godliness. At the
farthest rerneve froru the morbid an\' ascetic,
we nevertheleffl perceive in the tirnes a grow-
ing fondness for pleasure and gaety> for dress
and show, for gymnastics and oesthetics. The
grewiug fonduiess, the inordinate love, the
exceessive and absorbing regard to pursuits in
t>hemnselves perhaps legitimate, la what we de-
precate as hostile to true and erninent devot-
edness te God.

Is there net danger that the puipit and the
rehigious press o? to-day fight shy cf rebuking
this spirit, as if the mission of Chriqtianity
were noV to rec.tf y the tastes, the preferenes,
the desires and t>he love of rnankind ? Let
our reformer, however, appear and lay his
hand at the root of this evil, and, sooth t>o sa.y,
ho will soon bu compassed about as with bee8,
w-hich wih try to reduce him Vo, a voice crying
in the wilderness, if, indeed, he be net stung
Vo, de-ath. It is Adams that says, se well,
« There is a systemn of thinga which passes by
the name -)f worldliness, which is understood
as sueh by the common judgxnent cf mankizid,
and there is another system, of things which
passes by the name of godliness, deflned as
such in the Seriptures; and these are contrary
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