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in sucli a position as h1v. Beecher, that
would "lcourt inqitiry " as long as it
was thouglit possible to prevent the
scandai from being made public ? It is
very easy to say now what Mr. Beedher
and his friends should have done thres
years ago ; but even an innocent man
d oes not mucli relisli the thouglit of iuch
afama going abroad, ail through the
land, regarding him. IlPutyourself in
his place."

Besides, Congregationalists hld, as
wc presume Preshyterians do, that the
first, stop to take in such cases, accord-

the alleged offender personally 'and
privately ; then in company with one
or two more ; and after that, if no sat-
isfaction be obtaîined, tIc third and final
stop is to "tell it to thr, -iurcI,"
w1idch we hbld to be the individual. con-
gregation of believers. But even on
the Presbyterian theory, sudh a case
cannot readli the Assembly, or even the
Synod, without liaving: passed tîrougli
the iinferior courts first. To have <"called
a Council àt the very outset," therefore,
wvonld have been a inost wnwarrantable
and unscriptural proceeding. Where,
Ithien, is the "fatal d efect "of whidh our
conteniporary speaks ? There lias been,
tindoubtedly,criminal neglect of duty on
the part of Mr. Bowen, or sornebody else,
in mot taking proper stops to bring thc
cas. be-fore tIe Churdli; but until that
was done,) no Concil could «be lieldand
that it was not dons is no more charge-

aLble to Congrcgatioualism than ît ià to
the Brooklyn Presbytery.

But really, do our Presbyterian
bretlhren rush matters through their
courts at sucli speed that Ildolzt7 ' in a

case like that of Mr. Beecher is impos-
sible?7 If so, wve are only more thankful
than ever that we are not a Presbyterian.
We are under the impression, howover,
that it is not always 1 " smooth sailing"1
even under Presbyterial rule. We need
not cite illustrations.

The insinuation that the Brooklyn
Council ivas " «packed for a certain pur-
pose, is suifflciently met by the fact
that it was not called for the puirpose
our neiglibour seems to suppose. It was
not called to try Mr. Beecher, mucli
less to acquit hima witliout proper trial,
but to advise Plymo>uth Ohurch as to the
course it should pursue in its very difi-
cuit circumstances. It did so, and Mr.
Bowen or any one else hias sixty days
in which to formulate his charges and
bring forward his evidence. When hie
does so, a itiost unexceptioriable and im-
partial tribunal has been provided
before which lie cain be heurd. To sneer,
therefore. at"advýce,"as'thce P.?esbyterktni
does, and tell us thiat advice "lis flot
what is wanted," but a "'judgment that

i11l settie tie inatter for ever," lias
mucli more of sound than of sense in it.

As to the resuit of the Council, the
Presbyterian Lhinks it amoounts to thLs,
"lthat when a pastor is extremnely popu-
jar with his people, lie xnay do what, le
likes without incurring the risk uf disci-
pline. On the other hand, the opposite
is just as likely to occur, that ruany
worthy ministers will be sent to the
street to beg becauso they are flot lied
by the congregation. "

Pretty mucli, in fact, as it is among
the Presbyterians 1 Tliough ws are
bound to say that we don't remenimber
of any ",%ortlhy ininister"» among Cou-
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