
6 LITERARY CHUROR ASSOCIATIONS OF YOUNG MEN.

would seein important that, those whose years entitie their advice to respect, and
those who know the position of young inen to day, shiould study their tendon-
oies of opinion, contrive to direct their mental and physical energies into channels
of sidety, and utilize this sxmy of vigour and activity ini spheros whore you iig biood
and brains are best adapted to work. '1

With.in the past few years, the associative principle among the young men in
this Dominion has extcnded itself ixito the mental culture of the timeia ; and one
fine aspect of this condition of things bas been the tendency to organize and work
under the namo and approval of the Church. The results already have been to
attract a large proportion of the youth in the Church, who have always been diffi-
cuit to roach; to croate a unîty and harxnony where before there was neither
acquaintance nor interest; to interest themn to some extent in thé denominational
connection and church work; to, discipline tongue and pen, and to remove tho2§e
littie conceits and dogxnatisms which are as natural to ail intelligent cominunities
of: - ung men, as certain diseases, to infants, and which are expected and treated
as they desorve whien thcy appear, and no regret feit at the reflection that they

carne and were conquered. The direct culture and discipline within the Society,
whon properiy mnaged, no oxie wbo bas had experience can gainsay; and the gen-

eral Y. M. C. Associations have found that thoy are so many recruiting and edaicat-

tional depots to rep)lenîsh tixeir ranks, and to reach some wvho could not be attract-

ed in any other way. The power of puroly Christian work in~ general Asso-
ciations is in no way checked, by encouraging, propor secular union and miutual
iniprovement within the paie of the Ohurch hy separate organisations. One of
the principies of the Mother-Association is to deveiop latent energios of young men

iii a Christian course and to niake theni useful icorkers. This latter principle is
soonost developed in smahl circies and local Associations, where imimature efforts
have lcss prominence; while the former is just the difficult point. The church
societies touch tixe miental more than the spiritual sympathies of tlie members,
buit it is a known fact, that if thcy attemptcd cxclusively the latter, thcy would
not only clashi with the general Association, but lose their steady attraction for a
large nuxuber.

Whether or not these societies arc likcly to fulfil the expectations of tixeir fouxi-
ders, dcpcnds se mxxch upon a few îpractical principles of organization aînd mnan-
agement, outside of the religions, that 1 venture te believe some hints .-an ho of-
fered of use to junior Associations, and perhaps a stimulus to the organization of
new enes.

In literary Associations in connection with the Chxxrch we are supposcd to start

out with religious principles ciearly defined. Lt secîns bcst to give such a Socicty a
religious-literary character, rather tha» exclusivcly one or the other-remembering
that it is assumed it is erganizcd mecrely for inutual improvement, and litcrary
culture, while froc to undertake mission or other work.

Lt *i best to ixame the socicty after that of the Chiurcli, as for instance "
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