
AFTER I)EATH.

Ilit api)n frooi this, the laugîtiage of Scrjîtture is ino0st explicit on1 the
consciolisly atctive Ntate of the sou1 aftei' death. The revelations of the
Man Christ Jesus are sucli as to place the imilter bevond ail doubt.
Possessing the keys of bell and of death, and knowing the universe in al
its fulness anil extent, lie discloses to our- ga7e the platce in(l state of the
lost, an(l the place mnd felieity of the saved. lu bis representations of
the hiereafter condition of tbe soul, wve tfl(1 no couitenance given to the
idea that it is one of iinconscioutsness and inaetivîty. ('ottcernînig the
state iminediatelv sucecee(ling, deatb, Nve are flot, left iii the (larkiiess of
doubt amîd unicertiuty. Tbeèy Nvlio are one witli fa«itbiful Abrabam, when
set free from " tiis earthly bouse of our tabernacle," «ire cond octed by
angels into the land of love and îîurity, and l>liss. V/e -Ire taugbit to
think of those loved ones who have been remioved from uis, îîot as dead,
but as alive, anti in the enjoyxnent of the bighest M>iss of wvhiclh their
nature is capable. WVe are tauigbt not to indulge iii mi0ue sorrow ami
mourning over tbe departure of p)ions fîiends, buit enligbitened by the
Spirit of God, feel calmly resiglned and lmeekly suiisv-rtflthat
they have fallenl asleel> iii Jesus. When m-e speak thus, we believe we
speak according to the '- Oracles of God," the testimoitv of Christ and
bis Aposties. Many a poor, w-eak, weary one lias beemi confortcd and
strengtbened. andi cheered, by tbe hope of being" soon let froe froîn their
prison-bouse of clay, and.uslîored into senes of everlasting biliss, joy ani
deligbit. But to sink inito a state of profoitd ami long protracted un-
consciousniess, '%vould 1)0 a thougylit alniost insufibrable for a soul filled
witbi peace and love, ami joy iti God. Tbe ightfaill of lif'e, ltowever,
has corne uponi few Christi-ans who extertained snich a notion. The
teachings of St. Paul are iii entire harrnony witbi the revelations of
Christ, (2 Cor., v. 1-9.) Here be te.,îtes us that ~o ho absent fromi
the body is to ho present, witlt the Lord, aiid tbat absence frein the body
q, iii a very important sense, necessarv to prosence wvithi the Lord. Iil

--notlter place be tells us tlhat while for in to live wvas Cltrist, to (lie
was gaini. Phil. 1, 21. But how, we ask, could it htave beexi thus to
him, witb bis hieart overflowing witlt love ami joy in God tbrougi Chtrist,
-and in deep, triie unflinclting devotion to bis serviee, ha' hoe sunik into,
a state of dormnancy an(l obliviousness ý Stili further Nve find hiim assur-
ing uts tîtat lite ltad Il a desire te dopai-t and be -%vitli Christ, wvbicb," sai<i
he, Ilis far' butter-." But how could lie htave beei -%ith. Christ in «t
dreaniy, slumbering state, and liow coui sucbi a state bo better tItan tbe one
in whichl ho thon wvas For whilst it bad its foars antd perldlexities. its
pains and sorrows, it ltad also its hopos Fn(l perfect composure, its plca-
sures and rejoicings, witlt joy unspeaka.tle antd fuli of glorv.

The Character of tbe intermediate state, be it observed, is iii exact
,correspomlence with tîte character of tîte (leparted. 'Mien (lie and leave
this probationary state, either in a saved or unsaved state, either rigbteous
or wicked. They depart just or unjust, pure or impure, holy or unholy,
perfect or iniporfect, happy oi unhappy, blessed or miserable, and ciirsed.
As is their state and obaracter at death's solerun hour, se is it ever after,
the probation period is closed, the reward and iward inboriting aýge be-
,gun. The nature of the soul's everlast.ing portion is experienced in its
immediate relemse by death. Eacli geoes to ii own place-tbe realm of
the kingdom of ligblt, life, love, or that of darkniess nn( death. The


