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TUE LATE WMi. MIORRIS, POET AND MdANUFAC'e'UREZl.

'lie ]ate \Vil). MornîF. wvhosc poonis have been Sc

liîîcil îaIl<ed of silice lais death, wvas the source of Illucu
tai as best in Euî,Igîmsl textile designis of to.day.

1le appnoacbvd tbe subject entircly froin the artist's
slan<llint, ami( carrncd out bais designs witboat ;îny
regatrd go them comminercial titilîty, or Ible cost of pro-
dutiotin. The rcsult %vas a great advaticc in the public
appreciation of tbc arbistic in deosign, and ani ivmmiediato
rL'siponse >' Ilhe ilanuf4 cliurers for hIe noev deniand for
hîeaîîîifuîî falurics for hio.-sebold purposes. The gencral
puIlblît, rotîld lnoi afford %Iorris' f.tlrics lit first ; but tbey
insistcd on Morris' ideas in color and trentiment.

The folhowing sk<etch of \Vin. 'Morris' factory, lit
MNerton Abhwy. and ils output, are front special cornes-
liondence unt Tihe Textile Mlercury. Manchiester, Eng.

IAttractcd by tbe interestitig personality of the
nman, «ant] intcrested in hlmii for reasons of a more practi-
ca'l character, tbe proprietors of Tise Textile Mfercssry
dispalcbed ail recently to Surrey ini order to interviewv
MNorris for tlîe purpose (if ascertaining the exact nature
of die worlc lie was carrying o11. 1 fouind M*%r. Morris,
as ailiers have donc becfore and siace, the inost appnoach-
aille of mein. 1le wore the fainlian Nlue shirt, %vlla
collan aitachied, îwhicb li.as caused filmî to be mnore than
onîce takien for Jack- Tan on a holiday, and tlie ne-
Seiliblailce was beiglitencd hy tlie pipe hoe was smoking,
anid the offer of ,a -fuI-up' fron i s pouctu, nmade ainiost
'as sooli as 1 entered uic old.fashioncd rooni, iii whiclh a
lialf. oiiu)tpl carpet design wvas tîxe principal object of
attraction. \lien 1 lîad fitiished witlî Mn. Morris, wlio
kiiîdly gave upl the wholc alternoon 10 ni>' service, 1
wvrote for Tise Textile IMrrctir.y anr accouint o! wh'at 1
saw. il was publislied soiîîe iimie ago, but bas gainced
rallier Ilian Iost interest in the iinterval. This wiîî ex-
plainî tle reproductioni beîow of sortue of flie imipressions
foritned on that occasion.

Il Suîrrey, wbere Morris coîuducted lais textile wvork,
lias het calhed flie cradie of Englisb calico prinating,
2,000o iiien bc'îng eîîîployed lu 1726 within thie hîoundar-

lsof MIenton *Xbbey alon-. he bilock prirt-ng indtistry
ai col ton and silk sill Jaîuguisbcd on the batiks o! the
\Vaîdle wvhen 1 was Iluere iii i Sgo, a11( il 'vas ail Menton
Aliy tbat Mnf. 'Morris wove furniture stîsifs, sîîks,
carliets. and tapestry. besides carrying on the 'business
o! a bulock priliter anid glass btaizen. Ilard Iy lise
:\bbey is MIerton l'lace, which %vas givten by Nlson io
1-a.13 Hhamilton alter lier luusband's deatb. The anonaks
wlîose soleiuin faces wvcîe once to ho seen li every nook
of the alîbey', are gone, and only a feoble reinnant o tie
wvorke-rs who îlîronged tlîe v'illage ira the old days of
block painting as left. But the Surrey inoadows are as
gloctu as ever, and the ne.-tlv-.înmnied hedge-rows, s0
cliaracteristîc of our Eng.isb Iar.dscape, overslîadowv
wiîîtiliig laies wvbicil lead ti> scelles of quiet rural life-
SCelues Nhidi, as N. Morris hiiîiself pubts it, bid us

1-, r5'ct six cuties overhîung with stnoke.

Forgeî the snorting sîcam and piston stroke.
Forgeac the spreaditig of the hideous town;
Thtnk rallier of the pack-lîorse oni tie down.'

-Down the quiet MNerton Hi1glb street, to the rigbit,
is the quaint front of Mr. Morris' factory, wvhich,
wvas origmnally, to judgc froin the look of the place, a
fartai blouse. Here the 1Dreanicr of dreans, bora out
of tais <lue lime,' produced the beautifui art fabrics îvhich
are now wcarld.famred. The old flouse is a veritable
museuma cf rcactionary art, of which Mr. Morris is the
exportent. 1-fore the poet-artist produced designs which,
posscss thc ail-important mient of originality, and in
whicb the saine idea is flot harped upon for evor and
i .or ever. 1 found Ille author of 1 The Earthly Para.
(lise ' ulite îvillhng to converse wvîth nie la iny character
as a native of Lancashire, cager for fa,:ts bearing lapon
tbe art of design, as applied to the staple products of
the Cotinty of Cotton. Mr. Morris posscssed a frank
anal open toutcnance-oane whiirh banished ail sense
of restraint. and malle tbe visitor feci that there was no
reason to féar tbe presence of that ceremonial stiffness
wvhich, to the sîrangekr, is so irksorne. Dressed in a
suit of dark bîtie serge, îvith an open collared shirt of
lighbcer tMue, MIr. Morris presonted a decidedly nautical
appearance, an illusion wbich wvas furtli'.r heigbtened
by bais peculiar seýa roll and cngaging mariner. It is
interesting to learn that while adînitting to the French
tboir superionrizy as mnasters of style, MNr. Morris
thougbit that in appreciation of boauity, in love for
beautiful linos anti colors, they cannot he regarded as
superior to the Englisb. People froin Lyons and Arles
bave called lapon Mr. Morris in his capacity as an up.
lsolsterer, ivitb patterns of stuifs vich% aniaze one on
accounit of the amnount of cleverness shown in the
viorking up of unpromising rniaterial. Referring to the
custoni of sontie of our calico pninters of buyingdesigns
froni Paris whichi are afterwards shuffled and pieced
into a varioty of patterns, the saine authority depre.
cates the existence of a class of more artists like sonie
of the designers in the French capital, wvlo learnL about
as inucb of the technical portion of the work as is
nccessary Ifroin the weaver la a perfuactory and dull
sort of tashion. 1 1 think,' said Mr. Morris upon one
occasion, 1 that the man who actually goes throtigh the
wvork of counting ti e threads and settling how the
thing is to be wvoven througli and through, should do
the greater part of tbe drawing.' This is interesting,
but nothing Mr. 'Morris tver said struck aile more-
lorcibly, or appeared so incontrovertible as his state-
muent that an education ail round of the worknien, front
the lowest to the highest, is wvanted in technical mat ters
as in oathers, and that this should be obtainable in the
several centres of indiistry wihout its being necessary
for a man to go to London to have to learaluis work. la
tbis connect ion, a reference to the speciniens of textiles
buried ia South Kensington, amiidst a population te
whoin woaving and all that appertains to it is a matter
of profound indifference, is appropriate. There are
scores of valuable objects there stored awvay in chesîs
îvbich rcally ougbî tc, be bore la the North.

n.Morris' factory is ant inregular collection of
detached buildings on bath sides of the Wandle. Here
the various processes of dyeing, wenving and prning


