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Last year our imports of blankets wero valued at 854,000, and
yot Canadinn blankats uro as good ns any mnde anywhero elso ;
we imiported of claths over 21,500,000, of coatings 265,000,
of twe:ls 24%71,000, flannels 175,000, losiory over 2300,
000, socize and stockings over 8362,000, worsted goods 32,-
334,000, woolun underclothing 600,000, carpets 81 270,000,
aud yet we mnake about ull theso things, and of the best qual-
ity. Why not let Canadn have the benelit arising from the
production of such goods? Does it look, in the faco of these
figures, that we aro upon the verge of over-production

\Va ure kindly informed that by protection we may put our
manufacturers in a position to compote with foreigners in our
home market, but the moment they pasz out of the country
they will be at a fatal disadvantage. As we havo shown,
there is no imminent danger of our home production overtak-
ing the demand, and therefore the Merald, like the little girl
alluded to, need not becomo dissolved in tears at the prospect
of something dreadful u..ppening in the sweet by-and-bye. Of
course, the N.P. was created for tho special purposo of cna
bling our manufacturers to compete with foreigners in our
homea market, and unless we have this protection it would be
simply impossible to manufacture at home and to give large
employment to our artisaus and workmen. All the goods we
require would be made abroad and the manufacture of them
give employment to strangers. Before we worry ourselves
about foreigh trade in our wmanufactures let us first fully
occupy our home market. Let us make all such articles as wo
can manufacture to advantage at home, purchasing abread
only such things as we cannot produce here, This will give
the maximum of employment to both capital and labor, and
afford the largest and most profitable demand for our agiicul.
tural and farm products, When we have done this it will
then be time to consider ‘the question of exporting cur sur-
plus manufactures, but not till then, Tho nation that manu.
factures for itself prospers. If our wmanufacturing industries
are prosperous our agricultural industries will be correspond-
ingly prosperous. If the farmer's produce is consuwmed at
home he will receive better remuncration therefor than if he
had to seek a foreign market. The desirability for a foreign
market is that we may sell our surplus products therein. Our
surplus products. The home market is the best underall cir-
cumstances, for that we can control, and when it is to our
interest to do so we can exclude from it the products of other
nations.

OUR PIG IRON PRODUCTION.
an p3y?

Ix another page will be found an article entitled * Canadian
Charcoal 1ron,” having reference to the iron manufuctured at
Three Rivers, Que., to which we invite attention. The facts
therein set forth confirm the contention this journal hasalways
advanced that quite as good iron can be made in Canada as
anywhere clse in the world ; and this matter is very timely
and of great iwmportance in viaw of the fact that a strong
interest is now beihg manifested, particularly in Ontario,
looking to the establishment of exteusive works in Toronto for
the manufacture of iron and steel from native ores,

Iron, as we all kuow, is the chiof constituent entering into
the manufacture of hundreds of articles of every-day necessity,

——

including the steam engine, tho threshing wachine, the plow
and the sewing maching needlo; and it i no credit to the

policy of tho country to know that with our inoxhaustible
stores of ores, fuols, and fluxes, and plenty of capital and skill

uvailable to build and oporate blast furaaces and iron works,
all wo havo to show in this direction are the furnaces of the
Canada Iron Furnnce Company, alluded to in tho articlo to
which we call attontion, and of the Londonderry Tron Company
at Londonderry, N.8, which are now in nctive oporation, and
of the Now Glaigow Iron, Coal and Railway Company, who
are building a stack at Ferrona, N.S,, and of the Pictou Char.
coal Tron Company, who are building a stack at Hridgoville,
N.8.  Itis true wo have many establishments for manufue-
turing steel and iron, but these have to depend entirely upon
foreign iron und steel for their raw materinl, oxcept what is
wade in the Canadian furnaces here mentioned. A large
proportion of tho pig made at Loadonderry is consumed in
industries in which that concern are interested, and when the
Ferrona furnace goes into op-ration the product will probably
be all absorbed by the Nova Scotin Steel and Forge Company,
at Now Glasgow, leaving for the supply of the general demand
of the country whatever may bo produced at the other works.

Aund still Canada imported over 81,000 tons of pig iron Iast
year. The Ontario Iron and Steel Company are desirons of
erecting furnaces in Toronto which will have capacity to pro-
Mluce probably one hundred and fifty tons of pig per day, but
the crection of these works scems to be contingent upon
whether the Ontario Government will duplicate the bor.us of
%2 per ton offered by the Dominion Government.

The value of such works not only to Outario but to all Can.
ada is unquestioned, but the fact that the establishmeut of
them is contingert upon asowething besides tho inducements
held out by the Dominion Government shows conclusively that
the duty of &4 per ton and the bonus of $2 is not suflicient to
build up a flourishing industey. The bonus is not a suilicient
inducement to invest in the industry, even with the backing
of & revenue tariff of &4, It does not perceptibly affect the
importation o! large quantities of iron, wheroas if the duty vere
increased tosix or seven dollars, and a feeling of security prevail-
ed that it would not be lowered for some years to come, we
would seon have blast furnaces enough to mako all the iron we
require.

Farther, wo import to> much wrought scrap and bar iron,
We should make more bar than we do, and it should be of a
much better quality than what can possibly be manufactured
from scrap, We import a great deal of puddied bar simply
because it cannot bo made in Canada ; and the reason why it
cannot be made here is becauso we do not produce the pig
from which puddied Lar is made ; and we do not produce the
pig because tho industry is not swiiciently protected by thetarifi,
Wrought scrap is a form of iron more advanced than pig or
cast, having had more labor bestowed npon it, but the duty
upon it is only 32 per ton, whereas the duty upon pig and casy
scrap i8 84 per ton. The duty upon wrought acrap should be
not less than that upon pig iron, and really it should be &6
por ton.  If this wero the case the consumption of pig iron, if
we had it, would be largely increased, because the puddied
bar which we now import in such large quantities would be

supplanted by a home-mado article.
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