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v )r I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let ncy right hand furget ey cunning "—Dsalm 137, 4-5.

CHRIST MAGNIFIED IN MY BODY

PHILIPPIANG 1. 20,

LnY J <oov,

We all see in some points whar St Paul
must have meant by this expression. It wasa
thougeht frequently present with him. - We find
it, for example, inone of his Epistles 1o the
Chuarel of Corinth, where hespeaks of © alwovs
bearing abour: n the hody the dving of the
Lord Jesus, that tire life also of Jesus might
be made manitust in hishady ;" i other words,
of being mzude u this world like Jesus in his
death, of living as it were a dying life, of
“ dyirg daily,”" as he cigewhere cxpresses it
—ot helding bis life always in his hands, hav-
ing it constuntly threatened, and battered, and
underminea, ana expecting it day by day to he
actuslly tnken away—thar so the hife of Jesus,
bis nisen life, the power of his resurrection and
of his constant presenice in his people, may be
displayed in hun ;) showa forth, in its marvel-
lous strength und reality, by enablingy him to
suffer on and yver also to liveon; tobear any-
thing and everyining, and to be destroyed by
nothing until the appointed day of his change
come, and he who has been faithful on earth unto
death is sdmitted into the life which is above
death and beyond deathfor cver. This is some-
thing of what is expressed when he sats that
Christ shail be magnified in his body, whether
by hife or by death. If helives, if his eartby life
is protracted through toils so constant and saffer-
ings so intense, tls shows the supporting hand
of the risen, the immortal Saviour. There
must be some marvelicus power oat of ard
gbove him, or he must long ago hasve sunk un-
der such pressure.  There must be One above,
who comtorts him ander all his tribulation.
There must be One above who communicates a
strength wot his own to do and to suffer f.- his
sske. There must be One above whose grace

is zufficient {1 him; sufficient to keep him meek

under provoeation, courageous under intimida-
tion, and steadfast in the fuce o} danger.  Christ
19 thus magmitied (not made great bet showa
to be rreat) in his body bylife.  And if death
comes, as come it must one <day, te clowe his
conrse, 1f confession i3 to end in marryrdowms,
and many harbreadth escapes are to isee in a
death by viclence ; then he who gives courage
still, gives comfort still, gives hope and
patience, love and gratitude still, witl then not
least but most be horoured snd magnitied in
his body; hewho gives hig life gives his all;
ana the poor, tortuied, mangied frame shall be
wse fnot more a sacrifice to Clrist’s glory than
a testimony 1w Christ’s power. Christ who
makes him wiiling to die for him : Christ who
gives him grace, courage, and constancy to die
for him. shall be magnified in him still, magot-
tied in his body, s by life, so by death

Such wus the meaning ot the words before
us for Se. Paul himself. Have they any mean-
ing for us also, my heloved brethren ; for us
who live in days when the fires of martyrdom
are extinguished, and when the still more tre-
mendoas conflicts of the latter day have not
yet set in? Let us bring them howe to our
own circumstances, 0 our own lives, to our
own hearts, and what do they say ?

Chirast shall be magnified in'my body. Itisin
the power of a Christian—so the words import
—to magnify Christ, that is, to show the great-
ness of Christ, in his body. We can 211 think
of some ways of doing this,

Shali I speak of tamperance ? of the manaer
in which a true Christian eats and drinks to
God's glory ? of the moderation, yet also of the
doeg thunkfainess, with which he partakes of
God’s good gifts to the boty,—his food, his
clothing, his sleep, his kome? how . -.,uy8
all even above other men, just because he sees
somethiog in all, some Oge through snd above
all, unseen and anregarded by others aroand
him, who are altogether forgetting the Giver



