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The «Union Question.

11fr. Edtilor,-As a frienui,and a wvariin,
if flot ixifluiential, advocate 0 oh UnUioin
of Presbytriams throughiotnt the Duinini-
ion oh amd.fontie Atlaîntic to the
Pacifie-I lhave read witi no littie ds
appointînemt andi regret thîe Ietteî' on
thîls question, Signed -D>, wviîiell appe(ar-
ccl i i the IIECOiD for Noveîîîber. it
letter fluade fie acqum;dîtcd fùr the flirst
tiîne-and I have no doubt tiiat ilamîy
more af tle reuesof tlic Rt:coitx wvi1
Bay the sailie-witi tie filet tiiat Lucre i,,
'witlin the buuis of* the Presbytery of
1'ietom, a general andi active opposition
to the proîuosed, or, more correetly, the
decidcd uniion of tie Preqbyterian
Chînreles ini Canauia-tliat i4, as fan'- as
thec igiliest Courts uof thue four negotia-
tuxng Chturciies can <lucide the mîatter.
lie more I tiink ot tmis opposition, the

more grieved anîd perplcxed 1 lin, iviien
1 vicnv it ini connectioîî witiî the actioni
of our Syîiod at its hast meeting. Evcry
memiber of' Synodl, aiid evcry reunder of
the Rp.coitu, are aware thnat, aller a Putl
and exhaustive disctussion of the Union
Question ini ail it8 bearings-and espeei-
ally, as fair as luiman foresiglît coulîl fore-
cast, in ail its consequences-the Synnu],
withouit a ciissenting voie, decluîred in
favour of Union. 'File vote ont dit oc-
casi on inclifmded a represenntative front
every congmegatioli witiiin te boîînds
not only of* thîe County, but also of the
Pm'sbyterv of Pictou. iMorcover it oug(llt
ta be remecuabereil that tînere wvas flot a
single meier who &ave a sulent vote;
for every represeintative spolie inost dis-
tinctl 'y and muore or le&-, eînpliaticaliy ini
filvourofMkr. Grant'sinotion. Witiîthis
Uuîaniînlous decision of' Our Synoul-or
ratiner, of Our wvlioie Chnurcîn tinrougi its
oflicial representatives in Synoîl assenîi-
bled-witit tiîis recent declunration of ou.r
wlioie Clîurch in favour of union, inay wo
flot ask, nuL ini anger, but in love fur von-
sistency anti lionesty, wbat neatieth this
opposition ? wvio arc the leaders ? and
Oit nvhat groumîds do tlney advocate tieir
opposition ? We have a riglît to knn-w
thini, aund to liave an exjihinatioti of
their attitude. Let thein throw off the
veil of secrey. L~et~ tlîem comle fortn

into flic liglit of' day. ýVc (Io naL wvant
to exercise our mids litn essiîng anIl
surinisinjg miotives. WVe 1 ave, lce
fbre, a riglît to deniand ant explan.
ation, beeatise, the Clinreli canîllut rc*
vcrme its decision, or recede I'romn the
position takein up) hy tihe iast S%110od,
iiiess good( and Ilitimerto unadvaiteil

reasoits ean be gri.enl.
If the 0 )1)0"$ iOm-colistitlitiOiil il

cannot bc cahied, :or tie.ir comîduet is il
variantve wvi the iaws ani pree'îicnle
of the tiurci of' Scotiand-it tiivV ex-
peet to influe'nce the Cinmrch omtsie or
tht, lresbvtei'y ot'1ietoti, tiiey îmîust pro.
duec trigumienits wiisieiamul tu ounr
rmon, and to our l'esprnit lit corps.",
'F'lic opposition siioîmld reieitbt'r t1.t.
tlîey represent oniy a sîîiall, tliougli uni.
portatif sectioni of' oiir Cliureli of' the
Mtaritimie Provi nces. 'l'lie unjorit tîliv-re.
fore. of' our Ciirelh, wvio art' favotirable
to Union, sliouid have an1 oppoitiitity lu
consiuler the reasons andi gromimds ou
wvhiehi the olposition take their stiiii!;
anmd sure an 1, if these reasons are v.ilidl,
the uiajority ili flot heiitatc for a1 moi-
ment to be giiikd by thiiem. It is mo-it
uiiesira, ie timat a Simî'dle lionhoiii Ir11l x
left belmînd inieîtr~ the union Fait)
And lut fil( tell the oppiositioni ilat iL iý
love flor the good oil Clînireli of'Scothl;i
wvieici is the leaciing mnotive of the adryo'
entes offtue Unioni. She lias been, for
miore tîxani tiaree centuries, sueli a bleK.'
ing to Scotiand, tiiat we am'e desirous tu
have lier transplanted, su tiîat lier goouly
bouglis niay oversiiadow amml irni> fruit
in every part of' Canada, wlîiei iq the
iative or' adopted couuntry of lis ili.

Love to oui- Saviotîr, to otîr Chînrehi, antI
to our couîntry, is dite inaiîîspming oh' tînit
Unîion tmovenent.

1l)." furilier i:îforîms us, thiat Ilou."
mainisters, if flot apatiietie, yet dere
tfieinuielves posverless to influenîce the
people ini the mnatter " of' Union. (1I-)
Apathectie tiuey cannot be, hbr tliey lus'ii
expressed, butin by spechl aiiil vote, tlueir
desire IIor union at mieeting «Afer ineetiiug1
of Stiod. S3urcly they are flot behoduil
to thle shiehu of' the Symuod, eitiier for thte
finct or i-icasure of tiîeir interest iii tluis
nîater. Surcly tiîcy cammnot advocaîte
witiî sueh warmth as tlîey dIo theur uîuiioui
views ini Synoui, and, une soon as thqr
caine in contact --itb Ilîcir conigrgtoit.
'Iîoid thîcîn ini abe>'ance, or exlpre::s tlueili


