
TUE CHIIRClI 0F SCOTLAND.

CONVERBATIONS AT OUR PRAYflR rML"TIG8.
For the last sixteen niontis ive have continued the practice alludcd to in a

former inimber of the Record. of having a conversation on som o given subje et
at our prayer meetings in Halifax, on the -third Wcdncsday of the month.
We took notes of the first two or three meetings, and publisbed them, in the
Record to show how thc plan was -working, and we have been asked to give
summaries of one or two more nighits this year.- 1'lî subjoot for January was
"ýthe relation of the Sunday School, the Bible Clnss, the «Prayer Meeting, and
the Eldership, te, the Church." Four short addrsses ivere «given, and-it so
happened that each speaker took up a different brandi of the subjeet. The
addresses, a1onc with the introductory remarks of thc Chairman, and pra>yer
and praise at dîfferent intervais, occupied the hour. Subjoined arc our notes of
the remarks made by the speakers:

(A.) As an old lElder, 1 feel it a duty te, speak a few words on the eidership.
As far baek as the times of Moses, wc find the gernis of the institution and the
necessity for iL In Jcthro's advice te his son-ini-la-, (Exo. xviii.) te, choose
able meon out of the congregation of Israel te, assst ita iûi the work ofjudging
the peopie, and in the appointment of seventy eiders (Numbers xi.) by the ex-
p ress command of Jehovali, who werc to receive froîn God the sanie spirit He
1ad givcn to Moses, and who wvere Ilto bear the burden of the people " with

bita, we bave what we may eall the origin of the office. The s.peciai duties
connected with it change with the times, but as to the main outlines of thiem
there can be but littie doubt. They are, first, to counsel the pastor; and
secondly, to bo rulers with him, in things spiritual. In the multitude of colin-
sellors there is wisdoin and safety. One mani may be arbitrary. On miany
subjeets hie may ho ili-informed. *Besides, it is the duty of the eiders to divide
the work of visiting the people with the minister. I feel that in this I have
fallen short, rartly froin my own fauit, and partly froin the fauit of the people.
St. James sas- Is any sick among you ? let bita cali for the eiders of the
churchi." NoIbave nover, ail the tîmo I have been an eIder, once been sent
for by the sick. Sornetiînes 1 do not know that the people whom 1 miglit assist
with counsel or othierwise, are sick. At other tiînes tiiero is on us the 1iear that
-vo may bo considered intruders.

Another duty of the eidership, among us is that of distributing the funds
given by the congregation, foi' the relief of the poor. This is because- we ein-
brace the duties of thîe deaconship; and the work cannot be donc proporly by
us uniess we visit thic poor, and learn te, do the most good possible with the
monoy, and te, ascertain who really arc the most needy.

From a direction given by St. Paul to Timotlîy, wc find tlîat pasters are
described as 'eiders wbo labor in work and doctrinýe,' or teaciîing eiders. The
duty of the main body of the eiders nmust be so to work that the pastor may be
able to givo birnself entireiy to teaching the Word. I bolievo the distinction
between the two kinds of eiders to bo both scriptural and founded in reason,
and that the more faitbfuily it is worked out, thc botter it will be for the chureli.

(L.) Every one hîcre coimected with a Suîîday Sehooi will feel it riýbt;
that we should speak of its relation to the Clîurch. J t is-vi tiiout depreciating
any of the other auxiiiaries-tho înost important to the prospority of thîe
Clurch; and yet how few outsidc of the office bearors of the Sclîool ever

visit iL! If the relation between it and the cong-regration be so near and dear,
why is it tbat a greater intcrest is not shown ? Look 'at the different way in
whieci parents act, when other tuition is concerned. They make diligent on-
quiries about the toachor; but their chîildren xnay attend a Sunday Sclîooi
for years witliout their once visiting it, or even knowing the teachor's naine
-wlo is instructing their children in religion. Sonie inay think tiat their visits
miglît bo considored intrusion, or iniglit interfère with the ordor of the sehool ;


