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BOTANICAL BRANCH.

On January 26:h the following members and friends of the
Dotanical Branch met at the residence of Mr. A. E Attwood :
Messm J. Fletcher, J. Macoun, R. B. Whyte, W. T. Macoun,
T. E. Clarke. J. 14. Iacoun, D. A. Campbell, R. Cameron, W.
C Ewing. J. C. Spence and Norman Criddle.

Thue greater part of the evening waç .pent in considering the
obsacles to the succe5(udl teaching of Nature Siudy in cuuy public
sehools The following difficulties were pomnted out by the leader:

s. Lack of time. The curriculum is already crowded, and
public opinion us declariog itzeff ini fauvor of greaier thoroughu
in the oid staple sutijects.

a. Lsck &-f unaterial and appliances for study. As is the case
wiuh the other two new subjects, Domestic Science and %Manusl
Tramuing. the work must be done by the pupils individually ini a
place witb the necessar equipments. A Nature Sidy laboratory
in as ecessaq to the succemsful teaching of elemeutazy science
as is a worksbop in the teaching of manual training.

3. Lack Mf defintenes. An educatiouist bas sai that the
teache to'erates the product on accouat of the process, and that
the pupil tolerates the process on account of the product. As
thitugs are at present, there is n tangible product for work doue
by the pupli. Eveus tsachers lack a clear conception Mf the scope
et due subject. Nature Study requires to, be efined in a way' that
ulil auppeal to aIL

4. A ca.use of disorder. flue frivolity oft«e observ.ble in àlarge élans Mf suall eldren during a leson in Natuo-e Study
t"n to demoralize the class. Tbe orderly freedom necessarv togood work in muta investigation is a difficult condition in
clameas Mf forty or fit> Young pupils

5. Lack Mf popularity. By actual vote of over aoo pupils, itvas aueuained ahat Nature Study us ant liked as wel as are the
rdinary subjects. Unpopularity Mf any school subject is due

elther to its essential unsuitabiluuy or to due uuattuactiveness Mf its
preseneation by the teacher. 1 heme is little doubt that the. latter
us tue chia caus for du presîent lack Mf populariay ni Nature
stod>.

- - z- -~


