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neck. A gentlewan of m

reflection. | have known horses oven a door or 2
gate which was fastened with a sl lat¢h—a proof
that they tpust have been aware that it was the cause
of the door heeping shut.  Others will rub off thewr
head stalls however tightly fastened, knowmg that it
gccasions their confinetnent to oneplace. I saw a
raven lately at the inn at Lyndhurst in the New
Forest, which hud a chain ofabout three teet long
fustened to a ring round itsneck. Whenever the bird
fled or bopped about, it always gathered up the chamn
in its mouth, to prevent the weiglt of it hurung s
acquaintance has a pig,
which stands upon her hind legs and rcaches the
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NATURAL HISTORY,

 JESSE’S “ GLEANINGS IN NATURAL
. HISTORY.”

The late Gilbert White in his Natural
istory of Selborne, one of the most delight-
BRI books in the English language, says,
at ¥if stationary men would pay some at-
Bution to the districts on which they reside,
d would publish their thoughts respecting
e objects that surround them, frun such
aterials might be drawa the must complete
punty historivs.”
1o this remark the public are indebted for
he little volume now before us ; for it was
i passage which first induced Mr. - Jesse,
Buring his various rides i iis Majesty's parks
p the fulfilment of his official duties,® to
to dowa the observations whichoccurred to
m, on subjects relating to natural history.
hietire thusemployed affurded him,besays,
poth instruction and delight; and 1 the
& pes of becoming the instrument-of lead-
og others to enjoy equal pleasure with him-
elfin studying the works of nature, he has
cen induced, to present the world with the
esult of his abservations under the modest
gitle of ‘Gleanings in Natural History.” The
volume congists of sucha body of authentic
eoeedotes, descriptive of ﬂwépeculiar habits
und economy of different birds, animals, and
nsects, es were perhaps never before got to-
et%xer, all tending to awaken that degree of
uriosity which promotes inquiry, and to
reate in the mim? of the reader a passion for
he study of nature—a study not only de-
kightful in itself, but inevitably tending to
Fromote virtuous and kindly feelings, and to
Increase our admiration of that Being b
whose infinite power and wisdom all things
were made,
" The following dre extracts.
. ** Both horses, dogs, apd indeed many other ani
{ull givoextraordipary proofs of their intelligence and
{® Mr.Josseis Surveyor of his Majesty’s Parks,

; y &C.
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t 4 of an apple tree, winch she shakes either with
her mouth or furefeet, to gnake the apples full, that
she may feed upou them—-a proof almostoftho exist-
enco ofa reasouing fuculty. Hon ever, apparently pigs
may be asteepin calm weather, the moment the wind
rises, they hasten to the nearest apple or oak trees,
awarte that the wind will shake down food for them.

¢ Cats are genera ly persecuted amwals, and are
supp.sd to show but litls attachument o thuse whe
are kind to them [have known a cat, however,
evince great uneasiness during the absence of her
owner, and it is stated that when the Duke of Nor-
folk was commtted to the 'Foweria the reign of
Queen Elizubeth, a favounte cat nde her way mto
his prison foom by getting down the chimney.

¢ A dog which has been left in arovin by himself
has been known, cither from hunger, or a wish to get
out, to ring the bell. This he bas done, not in one
or two nstauces, bot ia several. This appears a
strong proof of reflection. .

«Some of the woodpecker tribe, in excavatinga
holw ity a tree for the purpose of incubation, will carry
away the chips to a distance, in order that they may
not lead to o discover¥..of ther nest. Quails have
such a perfect knowledge of the approach of the
autonmal equinox, that the day of their dMzival i
Malta, is marhed on the alnanacks of the 1sland aB33!
the 22nd of Septemnber, and varies every year with
the equinox.”

¢ ‘I'he following 13 an instance of the ingennuity of
birds adopting expedients in bmldwg therr nests
to obviate inconvenicnce. A fauvette (sylvia hor-
tensis) had twice built her nest in some ivy against a
garden wall and twice her Jabour had been fruitless,
thenest haviug been ulown down by some high winds.
The third time she prevented the recurrence of a
similar accident by attaching a piecs of worsted to a
branch of the ivy, weaving it around on the outer
side of the nest, and carefully fastening the other end
of the worsted thread to another conveniently situated
Lranch.

 Thave now in my possession the pendent nest
of a golden crested wren, which has been suspended
to the slender branches of afirtree by means of
threads. The threads have been curiously twisted
round and round the branches, and then fastened to
the edge or rimofthe nest. By this means the nest
is snspended, and vibrates backwards and forwards
with the least tonch.

BIOGRAPHY.

Jamss Il ]
It was said by the witty Iutie of Buck-
ingham, That Charles the Second might
have done well if he would, snd that James

would do well if he could ; an observation
which says little for the understanding «f
James, but a great deal for his heart ; and
with all the blamishes with which his public
charucter is stained, he was not deficient 1
several qualities necessary to for a good
sovereign,

His industry and attention to business
were exemplary, he was frugal of the publc
money ; he chernshed and extended the
maritime power of the empire; and Ins en-
couragement of tiade was attended with such
success, that, accerding to the observation of
the impartial historian Ralph, as the frugal-
ity of his administration helped to increase
the number of malcontents, so his extreme
attention to trade was not less alarming to
the Dutch, than Lis resolution not to 1ush
into a war with I'rauce was mortifying to
their stadtholder.

Tn domestic life, the character of James,
though notirrepruachalle, was comparative-
ly good. 1Itis true he was in a great mea-
sure tainted with that licentiousness of man-
ners which at this time pervaded the whole
society, and which reigned triumphant with-
in the circle of the court : but he was never
carried into any excesses that trenched deep-
ly upen the duties of social life ; and if the
qualities of his heart were to be judged only
by his conduct in the different characters of

husband, father, master, and friend, he_.-  _

might be prunounced a man of very zmiabie
disposition. -7 .

The dotmnion.of error ovelyie minds of
the generality of mankind is irresistable.
James, to the last hour of his life, continued
as greata higot to his political as his religi-
ous prejudices.  He could not help consider-
ing the strength and power of the crown as
uecessary to the preservation and happiness
ofthe people ; ans m a letter of advice which
he wrote to his son, while he conjures him
to pay a religious observance to all the
duties of a good ~overeign, he cautions bim
against suffering any intrenchment on the
royal prerogative.

Among several articles containing excel-
lent instructions on the art of reigning hap-
pily and justly, he warns the young prince
never to disquiet his subjects in their property
or their religion ; and what is remarkable,
to his last breath he persisted in asserting
that he never attempted to subvert the laws,
or procure more than a toleration and equal-
ity of privilege to his Catholic subjects.
As there is great reason to believe this*’
assertion to be true, it shows that the delu.
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