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It was flic Assy-riauis tlîeîîîsolves tiînt
.1rerthilu discauîfited or destroyed ; and
iveil tdieui, rîîight the heathezi sîiy, ivlîeîî,
on the dIeli%,eoatice of'the Jews Isloni As-
eyrian anîd Jialylonishi captivity, tlîey

beîiithis fn.-esl sigynai of divine interpo-
isition " I the Lord bath done g-reat tiis

But the greatest, periîaps, of'ail their
deliveraiîes, %vas yet ta comce.

For their national dfièctiati and i 1(1-
atrv tiie, liad at lengyth Ucen givcn np) to
Cajtivity, and caîth.ed away into Baby-
ioni-a %;vhoie nation u1cariy earried cap-
tive. Žiot, ail the wvariugil.,s of' their pro-
phlets could suilice ta -%vit1idr-aw flhcîu
11roni their attachnient ta 'dois, and lix
ilicîr incoiistaiit hearts. '.I'hî!:rlid was
deiled wit!î Wood, the blood of* tie in-
noccnts, whoin they otlèredl ta the worst
aith ic hathen Gods; sin ivas rampant ;
-and God, no longcr able ta, restrain his
indignation, brouglit tlue Babyloniati
powcer upon thcm, and sent thern inia
Chialdoea, to !carn there tie sad f'ruits
of sin), and above ail ai rep)ea!ecd and fia-
grant z&-,ostacy Ile liad iîat, howvever,
given thiîen up. Tlîey iverc still bis peu-
p>1e, anti 'ith them he liad stilth libi-
es~t purposes ta serve. For sixtv-îine
ycatrs,liowever, they endnred ail thé Stins
and indignities, ot'a severe and cruel ba0n-
dajge. li7ii flar f'rom thecir native land,
tasti ug nou~e of the-sweets af homec, and

seîgii every abject wvhieli surrounded
(hemn but thic marks oi*tlieir degradation
cnd tlue memnorials of other and dearer
objects wvhic1i nieinory could not restore.
Tiîey coiîtinued sigliugc far liberty, anti
iouiug for the del,,ights and privileges aof
thecir own land Alas! %vhat lielp) Wvas
for thim? Tbey liafi farsikeni God ;
and what could tlîey expeet but that they
siîould be mnade stili ta wear tie conquer-
or's chain, and bear the cauiquarar*s
vokce? Suclu night; have been expect-
cd. B-ut tlîeir prophecies tauglit themi
ta look torward ta a deliverer wvho would
break thecir fletters, and restare, thein ta

,Jie ga. Even in their caphivity
the1 wverc a peculiar people. Tlîey hiad
ilhcîr sacred books ta read and ta pan-
d1er ; antI 'ith ivlhat avidity niay %ve iiot
cauceive theuin tunfoldingr tiiose scralis
Wvhiclh bore inscribud as by tue ling(er af
Gad biniself, the v'ery pramises ai' their
<leliverance, tha very predictions wvhicli
Cod liadl given forth, but -%vlikhl in a
happier timne they had for the ist part
slighted and despised !Tlîat duliverer
did. arise, and it ivas God xvho raisud hini
up. Cozîqiierors liutsun tlîcir ow'ui ends,

accordiîîg as tlieir amibitioni or- ,taritc
or hostiiity Ina)y proumpt; but ail fllue
îvhile, thiey arc but accaiil1 lishing the det.
sigus ai* the Almighty. They are but
the biauds on the dia7l-l1 iate, or the %vieeis
in flue nîiachinery, wlnlie the divine puri-
pose i'orins the mlain-spring '%vithiîti b,ý
wvhieli ail is turncd, and ail isreulc.
Nebuchadnezzar had established hiîiusell'
over Assyria and Babylon, anti swaycd
thecir unitcd scep)tre as ut' one kiu)gdolllî
Ulis gratîfison ivas noiv scated upain flic
throîîe, anti ievelliiig iii ait' the license
af, uncantroliecI îîoier and ulibounidet
luxury. I3aby!o:î seenied a city 'wliiclî
11o elinmylcould talze, Nvhlich neiLher ar-
tifice nar fai-ce could avercoîne. Cyrus
liiniselr, with hi5 arly, *a twa )-cars be-
fore it, or~e lie suceeiiiits capture.
During thiat timie, the k-ing and bis no-
bles, &ceeming tiieniselvesns0 safe, aîîd
suppasiiîg that thicir liesieg'ters wvould at
hast desist frouti sa liopeiess ant nterprise,
wvere ini the habit, %ve are toid, aI' derid-
ig the;r cneniy Froîn tihe Nvalis, anti
iglt tiience retire ta the palace iu ail

the indilUerenice of* the miost perfect se-
curity. But God's purposes ivere flot ta
be batilkcd. ŽNot ail tlie loi't, ivalls aud
massive gates could îesist Ilis decree, or
'îvitlstand Ilis poiwer. Af'ter a twvo years'
siege Cyrus at lengtlî 1h11 up on tihe siiwu-
lar expedient ai'divertiuîg the river Eu-
plîrates fromn its ehannel, alla s0 lualliig
lus arniy 1», its course tais laid baie, se.
cretiy, ta tire very gates, vhîiclh lie nugi.lit
trust tai fortune or artifice for oiuu
andi thus, ail uiikniown ta tlic etictiv, giaili
admiission ta the city. Ris succers L'as
as signal as bis cxoedieîit iras uiorci aiîdi
daring. On a day dlevoted ta taniz fûs-
tival, lie carricd lus plans iiîta exettitioi).
On the evening ai' thi day, -tyiien ail the
iîiliabitaîits ivere Iikely ta bu giveil tul lo
intoxication and ier'iiînent, lic directed
oiie lii'f'iis arîîiy ta rnarc!l by thec luet
of the river fraîn above, anîd flie otiier
hiall' frami beiow, tue city. and ta mleet at
tlîe twvo opposiîîg gates. It s0 1iapcned
that these gates biad bein leit oîîcîî, whIe-
tlîci, by chiance or by desPii IIL ls îlot
knowîî, and the elîtrance Ithli cily %vas

sccured thie palace, put theic îioiîarcli ib
death, aîîd heiîceforth mîadle j3abylon but
a j'oiieof' tue Peisiaîi dvîiastv.

But bo'v iii ail titis, it nîav be rkd
,%vas the pJower af God exiîilîited, or flic
.nterpIOS-tiai o aIlis 1 îî'aviduîîce eviice'i
lIn thec ilist i>' muls uiiai ur. Ili ail timi
events ai' io-tidtce %u c îîe waîîiîîe
to say : tic Lord lîatlî donîc tlîis Ilc


