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lay their heads on their virtuous piliows at
night with the proud consciousness of baving
rigbtiy discharged their duties. And here let
us observe, that the compliments of bis honor
to the grand jury are nothing to the flattery
and euiogy which the counsel pour upon the
heads of the petit jury. If a man wants to
find out what a surprisingiy clever and esti-
mable fellow hie is, let him get himself in-
paneied. But as there is no rose without its
thorn, so the jury are flot exclusively treated
to, these sweets. The denunciations which.
the counsel respectively avow theinselves
ready to heap on their heads, supposing theni
so iost to honor and rectitude as to cdecide
against their client, arc aimost as fearful to
conteînpiate as the curse of the Catholic
churcb upon backsliders and heretics, and it
is to avoid this awfui contingrency, perhaps,
that juries so frequentlv disagree. This is
the way in which these tbings strike a lay-
mian, but we suppose that among the profes-
sion they are ail received in a Pickwickian
sense. Afler the jury have been thoroughiy
kneaded in this way. the judge flattens thein
out with bis roliing-pin of law, and starnps
tbem witb aimost any tin pattern hie pleases,
in the shape of a charge. TFhe counsel then
have a sharp encounter with bis bonor, to
entrap bim in soîne erroneous charge or a
refusai to make some proper one, and thus
obtain an exception on ivhich to found a suc-
cessful appeai. The jutry then retire in charge
of one of the paralyties and a pole, ani are
kept in strict seclusion on a iight diet of water,
until tbey agree, or until iicase of disagree-
ment thejudge chooses to release thein. The
propriety of starving a jury into a verdict is
one of the good jokes connected witb the law,
which it would take us too long to expiairi.
The English of oid turnes, having a rnuch
keener sense of humor than ourselves, used to
cart the jury around, foiiowing the judge on
bis circuit, until tbey sbouid agree; and it is
even said, that 'soîne intenseiy witty and
pleasant fellows, like Seroggrs and JeffrieS,
wben the wretched creatures proved unyi,.Itl-
ing, would sometimes get rid of them by
dumping thein into suine convenient ditch.
ht is true that now-a-days the counsel usuialiy
consent that the jury may be fed, but the
theory of the law is now, just as it was tînder
the aforesaid bumorous judges, that tbey are
kept Ilwithoiit meat or drink, water excepted."

And this is the ordinary course of a triai at
law. In ail these proceedings, that which
strikes the spectator most forcibly is the pie-
valence of for'InS. Some of t hese formns are as
old as the common iaw itself, and as litte
varied by lapse of turne as the street cries of
London. These SeemI singular, but are neces-
sary. Legai affairs miust be tranqacted in

:,«ome settled and unvaryiflg tnethod. T1he
error is iu not accornodating( these forms to
tbe growing intelligence and civilization of the
age, andà i n preservingy In the nineteenth cen
tury the quaint practices of the sixteenth.
For instance, iL wouid be difficuit to assign

any good reason for the practice of starving a
jury into agreement, an d as the practice bas
fallen into cdisuse, wby should we preserve
the tbeory ?

Another strikingr feature of trials at law is
the apparent equîality of tbe contest. An
unsophisticated observer wouid suppose, that
as, one side inu.st be right and the other mnust
be wrong, iL would cleariy and speediiy appear
whih irit and whiclh is wrong. But two
skilifu liawvyers are like two experts at any
gaine of skiii or endurance, and the resuit is
that the clearest case becomes at ieast some-
wvhat doubtfui, and the event quite probiem-
aticai. 'lie arguments on both sides seem

iergable as they are separately presented.
*l'lie advocates elude one another's grasp like
weasels. They are iul)ricated ail over wîth
the oul of sophistry and rhetoric. It is quite
as diffleuit to put forward a suggestion that is
not l)lausibiy answered, as it is to niake a run
aIt base bail, or a count at billiards after a
s;kilifui player bas ieft the bails in a safe
position.

Another conclusion forced on the inid by
observingr the proceeding-s of courts is, that

mavcc i i ch more easy than imipartiali ty;
tha' it is alînost impossible for man to divest
bimnself of prejudice and to overcome the force
of habit and edimeation. There is oniy one
jud-e Nwbo is impartial, and even bie bas strong-
ieanings against the wicked. So in almost
every case we bear the judge discussing the
fâcts, and arguing on probabilities ami 'credi-
bilities, and, in the saine breath, instrueting
the jury that these questions are their peculiar
province and entireiy outside bis own. H-u-
inan nature is alike ail over the worid, in ail
timýes, in ail stations. Man is a disputatious
animai, ani iogically dies biard. Adamn must
needs dispute-with the archangel. Therefore
we Mnust flot Nlaine our judges for taking si(1es.
l'le Irisbmalils hands itch for a Ilshiilalah "
wlIen bie sees a Ilfree fight " going on betveen
a fesv of bis friends, not su much for -love of
cither Partmy as to gratify an innate piignacity,
and if bis own skuil is cracked in the encoun-
ter hie bears no malice. So the judge. when
hie sees so mucb fine logic flying about the
heads of the jury, yearns himsclf to have an
intellectuai whack at thein, and somnetlines in
bis ardor bis; reasoning recoils, like the eastern
boomerang, upon bis'own reverend head.

But finally, the most remarkable sensation
that courts of justice are subject to, is experi-
enceçd at the sight of a pretty wonian. Let a
coieiy and well-dre sed woman enter the
court room, and at the first rustie of ber silken
gown every mnan present seems to lose bis
bead. Talk of the equaiity of the sexes ! A
man stands no more chance in a lawsuit
against a goo(I-lookingr woman, especially if
she is in weeds, than hie does of being saved
without repen tance, or of being elected to con-
gress without spending rnoney. Portia wouid
have been even more potent in petticoats.
The iawvyer who shouid undertake to cross-
examine a womnan sharpiy wouid be considered
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