
10 THE LEGÂL NBWS.

THE BAR 0F QU.EBEC.

The foilowing petition lias been presented
to the Legisiature by the General Council of
the Bar of the Province of Quebec:
To the Legielative Aasembly of the Province of

Quebec :
The humble petition of the General Coun-

cil of the Bar of the Province of Quobec re-
spectfuiiy represents :

That at a meeting of the General Council
of the Bar of the Province of Quebec, held at
Quebec, at the Court House, on the 3Oth
January laut, at which ail the members of
the said council were present, nainely: Rouer
Roy, Esq., Q.C., Bâtonnier-Général, and Hon.
Rodoiphe Laflamme, both of Montreai; Hon.
François Langelier and George LanipQon, Esq.
of the city of Quebec; Hon. A.- Turcotte and
J. L Houid, Esq., Q. C., of Three Rivers;
William T. White, Esq., Q.C., and L. E. Pan-
neton, Esq., Q. C., of Sherbrooke, Eug. Cre-
peau, Esq., Q.C., of Arthabaska; J. P. Noyes,
Esq.,~ of Bedford, and S. Pagnuelo, Esq.. Q. C.,
Secretary-General and meinber of the said
council;

It wus unaninously resolve(I to represent,
by petition, to Your Honorable Ilouse that
the General Council is opposed:

1. To Bill No. 47 to admit to the liberal
professions, without exam ination, I olders
of diplomnas of Bachelor of Arts ;

2. To the Bill which tends to remove froin
the Bar the riglit of determining what
courses of iaw lectures have te be followed
by students, in order te give Bachelors-at-
Law the privilege of being exempted from
one year's study ;

3. To the Bill for erecting the Bar of the
District of Ottawa into a section;

4. To the private bills, now before the Le-
gislature, for admitting the petitioners te the
profession, without passing the preliminary
examination for admission .to study.

the foliowing, amnongst others, are the rea-
sons which have led the General Council te
oppose these various measures;

1. As regards Bill No. 47, the experience of
Bar examinations has shown that the Uni-
versity degrees granted in this Province are
not always a proof of the qualification of the

graduates, especially if one may judge by the
degrees granted for legal studies. In the
second place, McGill UTniversity, as was
proved before a committee of the House in
1886, gives the degree of Bachelor of Arts te
ail students who coinplete the course in the
Faculty of Arts, while the degree of Bachelor
of Arts is granted only te a very smali nurn-
ber of students in the colleges affiliated te
Laval University, and there are classical. col-
leges in thiis Province which. have not the
riglit of granting UJniversity degrees. In
order to do justice to ail the ciassical colleges
equally, it would be neoessary te admit,
without examination, ail students who have
followed a complote course of study in the
classical colleges of the Province. It bas been
found, by the experience acquired at Bar ex-
amninations, that the classical studios in a
great many colleges are flot of a sufficiently
high degree to allow of their certificates being
accepted without further examination; that
several sciences. which are considered impor-
tant, are greatly neglected in most of the col-
loges; that the programme and method. of
examination adopted by the Bar have had
the effect of compelling the classical colleges
to be more careful with their course of studios
and of compellinz the students te follow it
more attentively and sssiduously.

We think we are in a position te state that
these examinations have already had the
effect of raising the level of the classical
studies, and are of opinion that te adopt the
measure proposed bv Bill No. 47 would ha a
retrograde movement.

II. Under the law of 1866, graduates in
law of Univeruities were granted the privi-
lege of being oxempted from. one year of
study. This privilege is based on the pro-
sumption that the graduates have, bonafide,
followed the course of law lectures for three
years. Now, it is well known that degrees in
law, until very lately, wero granted to stu-
dents who had followed the lectures pro
formd oniy, and that Faculties of Law aiso
gave lectures pro formd only. The samne Act
of 1866 gave the Lieutenant-Governo>ain-
Council, the privilege of prescribing the
course of law lectures which the Universities
were te be obliged te give, in order that their
diplomas should confer the. above privilege.


