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and lhave boe urged- hitherto as an insuperable obstacle, to, the
introduction of siuchelixamninations in the district schoole. We
have, howover, iii this Rleport a simple state ment that the Exam-
ination has been held and the resuits are given. 'There is no refer-
once to serious difficulties encouiîtered. Tiffieulties, Be doubt,
-%ere experienced, but they have griven way before the importanca
of these Examinations, and instead of abandoning tbhemn im-
practicable, it is proposed to, extend and imprôve them. another-
year. We regard this as an important step, and one which o.thpr
Inspectors wvil1 do well to take note of. We know that Written
Examina.tiqns alone are nieither a perfect test nor a fuir, tes4 of
work donc, or of a pupil's attaixr-aents; but taken. -in, corinection
with the other means nt the disposai of the Inspec1ùr', they forrn
a vahia-blo test and meirns of compari son and alsà exerciýe a strohg
educàtional influence.

The absence of any definite programme or lixnitof studios for
the guidance of the Elementary school-teachers, is very properly
noted in tais Report. This La a difficulty -which is feit throughout
the English schools of the Provinee, and deserveà,careful'consider-
ation. .l .ven iih a body of trai ned teachers, a well-d eflned pro-
gram-îne of studies is an important element of successful work.
And to the young and untrained teachers, to be found in se many
of oIft district sehools, some programme is sbsolutely necessaryi if
satisfiactory resuits are to, be attained. If a geDeral programme
of studies, whichi with slight modification woild.. appti~ Ito.. n.o5b
Eiemcntary schools, wvere proposed by flie Jducation, Department
i» consultation with the schooi Inspectors, it wou1d no doxibt bb
adopted by the different Municipalities. I is tobe hoped that an
effort of this kind wiil ibe ma-,de at no distant date. There -are
seveital. other points in this Report to which we would like te
refer, but as they will corne up in connection .with the Reports of
Vhe other- Inspectors, we shahl defer our rernarks until these. Re-
ports are printed. ____

THE, BRAIN AND EJXJCATL.ON.

Few natural laws are more widely known or more generally
abu.sed than that expre2sed in the aphorism, '<,evcry part, of the
animal body grows exereise." The brai» is. pai~tof thedyr1
ergo, i t growsby exercise, and, by a facile ftallacy of inferencejithe
more it is exercised the more it -will grow. Whereas, aithougli
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