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CONDITIONS 0F GENIUS.

By Miss H. D. OAiiFLEY, WVAUDEN2 OF TUlE ROYAL VICTORIA COLLECE. VOU
VO3IES, MONTREAL.

(Concltaded.)

It appears thon that modenm democracy cannot dlaim
that it must be generative of genius, since ini essential
points it is a1 new and( 11nprmecedlentedl phielloninon. If,
leaviiig comparison, wve look at it as it 110w is, the flrst
thougrhtthat, confronts us is that of' the great disappoint-
ment of the Americaii Repu blie. Surely ý rush of goulus
mig-ht have been looked l'or, fr-on t his seventy millions of
people, livingr under a Goveriiment which h.s now had
lor a century anid a quarter democratic freedorm, and life
in accordance with ILincoliu's splendid maximi, -l ery man
is, good enougli te groverui hi inso] ; no0 manî is good enougrh
to groverni aniother. without that other's conisenit.."

It has not corne. Are wve to atccept the thesis iii whîch
Tocqueville concentratedl the passionate conclusion te which
his observation of America had brought hini-the thesis
in wvhich he asks mnaikind to make a choice ? On the onle
side is the condition secnred by denîocracy, of -w'idespread
comfort and greneral intelligence, together with the ab-
sence of extremes of nmisery and vice, the absence also of
the fluer qualities of mmid and character, the lack of daz-
zling work-s of h-eroism andl genins. Oni the other is the


