
40 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER.

FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING 0F THE MONTREAL AUX-
ILUIARY BIBLE SOCIETY.

On Wednesday evening , January the 28th, the third of the anniversary
meeting,% for the week, that of the Montreal Auxiliary Bible Society, was hl
iIî St. James Street W.M. Ohurch. There was a very large attendance, the
churcli being pached both in the galleries and below.

The clu-votiona1 services were coi, ducted by 11ev. Gavin Lang, who o«fered a
fervent and most appropriate prayer for the blessing of God on his work iii
that departmnent.

The Ohairmnan, prefaced the exercises by gi-ving à, short account of the work,
onratulatilig both themselves and the kindredsceesuothi havg

obtained suchl permanent and comnfortable quartera as they had in the new
Youngy Men's Christian Association Buildiing.

Tile various resolutions presented were advocated by the following gentie-
menî: Thefirst by the Revds. Dr. Wilkes, and James Green; the sccuntd by
the Rev. Canon Banciiroft, and P112v. A. Sutherland ; the Iltirdl, by thle Rev. Dr.
Duryea, of Brooklyn, New York, and the Rev. Dr. MacVicar. The Secrettary
of the Society, the 11ev. Dr. Corniali reîtd the Annual Report from whichl wé'
extract as follo-%s:

REPORT FOR 1873.-Thie Report nowv to be presented is the Fifty-third iii
the Ilistory of this Society; aud whilst it las no«t to deal with any incidents
of a specially note-worthy character, it yet tells of general growth and pros-
perity. As hieretofore, the several departilnents of the Society's o-jerations wîvll
be brieflyjadverted to by your Coiiniittee.

BitANcHFs.-TllQse have been reguilarly visited by the Rev. James Green,
your travelling agent, for the purpose of holding public mieetings, inspecting
the Depositories, and settling accounts. lii his report, Mr. Green speakas
cheerfully and hopefully of the general condition of the varions parts of the
field of operations. His recel)tion by the people lias been, as usual, uniformly
kind and sympathetie, and lie lias received cordial co-operation from minis-
ters and office-bearers ini his work. R1e says :Oîrward is our motto, and it
is in unsion with a large and liberal sentiment of the country, and one that is
extending every year. There is nu disposition to rest satisfied -with the hii-
crease and enlargemuent of former years, for the people of God in this country
are more earr, estly and more confidently lookingý forward to a glorious future
of success. 'L'here have, however, been ini soime places derangement andl
difficulties of au na.usuial kind, arising froni the rancour and strife of politicald
excitenment, and -%. Lýî%Ist these havc not seriously daxnaged the cause, they have
yet to somne extent retarded it ; for parties who differ so widely and be-ouîe
su hested iii strife on one subject, are not. eas;Ily united on any other.

P uring the year thiree new Branches havre been foried.
The state of the funds exhibits a gratifyjing increase, ithiele being an excessj

of receipts of nearly $1,>000 fro.n Branches on account of hast year as conîpared f
with the previous year. A pleasing, incident was reported by Mr. Green thet
other day, which, thougli it does nût fail witlli the facts of the year, fluw
reported, dc.serves iniuiediate and honourabhe mention. One friend of tlie
Bible wc rk madle a donatio>n of $700 for the promotion of thA, work in - l V jcIî
the. Society la engaged, a briglit example, and worthy of imiitatora.

COLPr-(ITAýcýO PEîuTIO.xs-.-Diiring the past yesr there iave heen in thie
service of the Society, for longer or shorter periods, nine Colporteurs, ecdi

iwithi a separate District assigne d to Iimii. 0f these, three ha.-ve becen labour-
in.g in Districts -ahnust wh(ohly French-spe-zking., and another in a district
wliere tile Catiiolie populatio'n is mre than douible the Pro'testant. Withi
one exception, they are able to freely use the langtiage of the majority, as it
is their native tLngue. But the obstacles and discouragenints connectedl
withi this deparaiient of Colportage do not, your Coiniittee regrTet to qay,
dliniuisl ini th,2 face of the efforts miade to overcome,- thiein. Buti instead ef
iindi.xg ini this fact, a gr<nînd fir relaxation if effort , ratIer !et ail who wish


