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Teniporal Powcr- of M/e Popc, by Rev. H-umiphrey Moynihian, D. O.,..
wvill dlaim the attention of' Cathiolic readers in «enerai. Fromn the-
fact that the Vatican extended condolences to the Italian nation at
Humibert's assassinati-on, the runior wvas set afloat that Leo hiad
yielded to the Italian dlaims. The timie %vas ill-suited for conten.
tion, the Vatican, howvever, iii order to define its real position,
wvas forced to break silence and reassert its rights, denîouncing-
agrain the spoliation of the Papal territory. Dexterously availing
himnself of the interest excited by the events of last August, Rev.
Dr. MNoynihian places before thie public, in clear and cogent terrns,
thie saliant points of the Romain Question. Arguing for thie neces-
sity of the temiporal freedoni of the pope ini excrcising his spiritual
jurisdiction, the Wl'iter lias this Io say

The Churchi is essentially a sovereigiî anci coniplete society,
possessing its own organization and laws, and having to do wvith
thie moral and spiritual interests of mankind. At its head is one
wvho is Uic Universal Teaclier of' Cliristendnm. Tlic spiritual ruler
of niany nations cainnot lie thie vassal or dependtent of a govern-
mient ; Uic mnan wlîo «ýuides the destinies of a igh-lty spiritual
empire, standing for justice and rigbiteousness aniongst the nations
and rulers of nations, niust be independent of political control.
Independence is the very breath (if life of a moral power. 1 Let
thia very enemies of the Temporal Power of' Uic Apostolic See,'
wvrote Pins IX, « say with what confidence and respect they would
receive the exhortations, advice, orders, and decrees of the Sov-
ercign 1'ontiff if th-ey belield hlmi subject ta Uic ivill of a prince or
government.' The Pope miust be above suspicion. His authiority
niust nat be ncutralized by inîistrust as t1o his mlotives or unlcer-
taiiity as to bis freedoni of action. If Lea X IIIewre but the first
subject of the new Kin- of ltalv, lie would ci-e bong be regarded
as tlie instrument of a govertnient, rand biis decrees %would be
scanned for evidênces of Quirinzîal diol omacy. Qther nations ,would
nat humr ta hini withi that unquestioning- confidence -,\vhicli is due
ho the Father aof the Faithful. Sobâîer or later the Romian Pontiff
w'ould be no0 better thian the Archhbishiop of' Canterbtiry, who exer-
Ciscs spiritual jurisdichion onlv unier the shadow of a sceptre, and
the Chiurchi Cahholic wvouId shrinic to Ilie limiits and the Servitude
of a national institution."


