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TH1E I'E.CEF£UL lIFB.

The working lite is the life oi peace,
The words of the wise arc golden;

And down the Unme of three hundred years
Cornes the truth of these words grown olden.

Not the days that zaeresed arnîd sangs and tlowvers
In tdreamV active Icisure;

But the days that arc strorig with stress of toit
Arc those of the truest p easure.

The eyes that Ioek stinight tovard (and and lîcaven,
Nor aurai (rom the paili of duty,

Are the cyes that sec, in this changelut world,
The sights af the truesi beauty.

W~ho lives (or eatth and to self %donc
Mlust find is enîoyment slîallow,

White hie who lives for Cod and right
Fînds sorneîhîng cacha day to lîallow.

Ile who is bound b y the yoke of love,
And regains hais freedom never,

las his perfect liberty here on carth.
And lie shli be frc foret er.

0, fle is short, and its skies somnctimes
Arc darkcned with care and sorrow:.

But the loyal hearted, the brave of soul,
flas always a pglad to*nîoriow.

Triera lei us patiently bear the cross,
Our service and lc've crînfessing.

For the lé of labour and faith and love
Is the only fle of blessing.

_.larianwe Far,,iniçhai?.

TUE GOSPEL AFLOA T.

'Ne must retrace our steps te illustrate another
phase of IlThe Gospel Afloat." 'Ne had several
Greeks among the passcngers, rcturning from a short
residencc in Manchester or Liverpool, wvhither they
L~ad been to glean additional ..ommercial experience..
Two of them could speak English passably; the
others commanded a ltle French, besides their own
vernacular. For soine days tliey kepi aloof fromr the
other passengdrs, flot cvidently fromn any dictates of
modesty, for individuals more indifféecnt to social
arhenitics 1 never saiv. It was quite impossible, with
any degree of comrfort, i0 maintain conversation at
table. They would talk together in their native tongue
so ioudly, with such ouirageousty violent gesticula-
tion that, uantit they werc taî:-ghî that they wcre vio-
lating ail social usage, we ad neither peace nor
comfort. 1 musi confess this beginning did flot
improve my previous uanfavourabte opinion ci the
Greek character. A visit to the busy island of Syra,
ten days in Constantinople, and a fortniglit in Smyrna,
brought me into constant contacL, with Greeks, and
gave me some opportanity of studying their character -
and thiough 1 arn liee to confess to the discovery of
estimabte traits of characuer, 1 neyer sawv reason
serioau.ly te take excecption te Byron's singing testi

moy.Stait ta the neighbouiing ports they wat
Proverbial wilcs and ancient crait
In thîs the subite Greek is faund,
For this, and this atone, rcnowned.

At the ouiset oi this narrative, 1 descrebed the
establishment of Ilfamity %vorship'* in the saloon.
For severai evcnings a grave difficulty breseîiîed
itself, and caused us consîderable annoyance. The
Greeks created this difficulty. They would have
noxhing to do with our reading and prayer ; but,
occupying a table at the other side cf the saloon, they
would play their favotirite game-backgammon. 'Ne
ad, therefore, unhappy elements intruding intoaour

evening prayer ; the rattling of the dice, the conver-
sation and taughter of the players wcre most uncon-
genial accompan:-ments te aur cvznîn-;s wcrshîp.
We had, of course, in remember that wc had no more
right te interfcre wîth themn than they ad to disturb
us; we liad ne rîght to impose restraint upon them.
A welcome change was noticed after our service
had been established a litie over a weck. Durîng
prayer the annayance gave place te a reverent quiet.
This partial recognition of the solemnîty of our war-
ship sean became complete, by the suspension, taot
only af their faveuante game attogether, but aIse by
the cemplete cessation af conversation. This gave us
great satisfaction, especially se, when, a fcw evenings
after, wc foutnd every Greek seated at the table round
which wc regularly met. We supplîed them; wvth
Bibles, that thcy înight take par: in aur evening rend-

ing. For sonie timte ttîcy sat without sharing in oui
rmadling, but, by and by, those vlito coutl rend Eng-
lish not only rend their verses, but joiiîcd rathers in
suggesting questions concernaing the portion ýead. ht
wvas especialty noticed ttuat nnything touching the
character or lite of Christ catled forth inquiriîîg sug-
gestions more than anyîhing cIse. One lînui a New
Testament in nanderr Greek, and very intcresîing the
conversations becamie, emibracing aus thecy clîd, con-
panisons of iwords, vnous rcadings, etc.

Our cvening service now inctuded c-,ery passenager
ina the ship, besides the captain, wlhc w:îs aiten %vith
tus, and occasionalty an tander ofl'icer. The sight thus
prcsented cach evening uvas one neyer to bc forgoîten.
'unactua!' y at nine c'ctock the candles woutd bc placed

tapona the table, nand we %vould assemble for prayer.
WVe wvere a motley comipany-- Grecks, an Armenian,
a Maltese, IEnglîsh and bcotch, assembted around the
throne af the IlFather cf us aI."'e rcpresented,
individuatly, more points of differencc, probably, thant
of agreement ; but these we sank ai th:! throne af
grace. The thought of "OUR FATIt ER" mnade us
one- Many a dark and storiny night uvas made happy,
peaceful and radiant by this united fellowship with
God.

Our relations with the Greeks did not end here.
Their uniting with us in our evening worship wvas
(oliowed by another, and yet more decidcd <hecause
more public) siep. WVe were singing ai the 'Idog-
watch " service for'ard ant evening, wvhen I noticcd
ane of our Greck friends îimidty approaching us. He
stood, half concealed by the transi, during the service,
listening most atteniively to the address. Subsequent
evenings found îhree Greeks ai every servîce-not
spectators mercly, but apparently worshippers. This
contintued for sorte evenings before a further evidence
of progress manîfcsted jîself. Ail this timOt 1 ad tnt
interposed ane word te any af them, beyond our
ordînary intercourse. It seemed te me that a good
work was in progress, and 1 feared that a premature
word mighi hinder it. My attitude teward thcmr wvas
ene of kîndly, hopetl watchfutness.

Our ship had ploughed its way tlîrough the Cycla-
des group af the Archipelago, skirtcd Scie, Nlitylene
and Tenedos, and entet.,d the Dardanelles. Afier
obtaining pratique «a* Channak, where i firsi îouched
Turkish soit, and scrutinîring Abydos, of Byronic
memory, we entered the Marmora. ht was here that
the mutual silence on religieus suîbjects betwecn the
Greeks and myself 'vas broken. Their jouîrney wvas
about te close, and aur fellowvship about te end. We
were closely sk-irting the ncntherni coast of the Mar-
mura, on the evening previaus te aur arrivai ai Con-
stantinople. It uvas alt er the fo'c'stle service, and
previons tn that in the saloon, wvhen the two English-
speaking Greeks accosted me, and desired haif-ati-
hour's conversation. Arm in armn we uvalked along
the saloon deck for more than an hour. ht is impos-
sible te reproduce their statement fuîlty j us subs.ance
,viii sutfice. They said they taine to me, tntl only on
their own behaîf, but also in the name of the oathers,
te mrake their stateinent. They candidly told me that
they had considered the saloon service an encroach-
ment upon the privileges ai passengers, and had re-
sentcd aî accordîngly. They %vere surprised that we
did flot expostulate. We were jtist as kind te the.î
as %%e wcre before. They could flot continue play
under such conditions, and agreed te desist. Neu-
tralîîy wvarmed intu interest, and îheyjoined us. They
represented ihemselves tome as being much impressed
by the sight cf a "pries," (se they denominaîed me)
taking an interesti n the comrmon scamen, prcaching
te them, and vîsitang them in their berths. Their
represeniation of their ewn *'priests " in ihis respect
was net flattering. They taok no inieresi in the
Ilccmmen people." The impression prcduccd by
abat which every earnesî warker far ( hrîsî wvould have
done deepenect unie inieresi in the message delîvered.
They said 1 taughi a ver different c.haracier af Jesus
Christ that hey had been accustomed te. His char-
acter was jusi such an one as thcy should have ex-
pecîed that 1 woutd give. "X'au take an inîerest in
neglccted men, and yeu represent Christ as moving
amongst and dying for such." This, in effect, was
their îesiimony ta the Gospel teaching afleat,; it land
impressed and surprised îhemn grcatly 1 soughî te
follow up personaliy what had thus touched them,
and the closing words cf aur conference roused in me
prcfound gratitude io God. It was ta this effect, and
(as nut:..- -as I cati reimcmber) in tiiese tvcrds:. "l'Ne

neyer saw tflic haracter of thc Saviaur as we do now;
we neyer fattGod senear. Ne shaîtllneyer forget you.
Pray for us, iliat wc niay tnt go back inocur oId, came-
less life, aund lose that which we are taking haime
which wve dîd taot bring." lit sorie sticli womds, with
many expressions ai grateful appreciation, wve paricd
for the nighit.

Early next morning we were stcaming past Stria
boul, cac!i passenager revelling in the fairy panorama
of wuJich Ilyron wrote :

The Eturupeam, with the Aston shore
Sprinkled with palaces; the occam stream

Ilie and there studded with a seventy-four;
Sophia's cupola witîî golden glcamr -

Tie cy ,ress groves ; 0ndlupusrehandha
The welv Isls, Che ore %2I could dream,

Fat less descrile, prescrit the vcry view
WVhich charmed the climing Mary Mlomuague.

Raunding the Semaglie Paint, %% itl ifs whîite marble
palace glcamring 'n the su.nlight, we rcached aur
anchorage in the Galden Horn. Amid the confusion
attendant on arriva], wc bade Ilgood-bye " te the
Grccks. As 1 gazed upon thein in theirc.aique glanc-
ing up tht Golden Horn towardl their landing ' place,
1 pmayed that tIhe seed ai tmuth ivhicti îhey carricd
away iniglît grow iet the maiurity af Christian faith
and character.-Rev. W. Sc<'it in Caiveditit Jnd,'/xn.
dent.

HA RiIfON Y A T HOMfE.

a. 'Ne may be qutte sure thai aur wili is likely ta
be crcsEed during the day ; sa lci us prepare for. it.

2. Evemy persan in the house has an cvii nature as
well as curselves, and thereiore we must flot expcct
tao much.

3. Look tapon each member ai the fainily as ane for
tvhomi Christ djed.

4. When înclined te, gave an angry answer, Ici us
lifi up the heari in prayer.

5. If froma sickness, pain or infirmity, vre feel irri-
table, ici us keep a very strict vai-h over oursekveb.

6. Observe wvhcn oathers are sufTering, and drop a
word oi kidness.

7. Watch fcr lutte opportunities ai pieasing, and
put taile annayances eut ai the way.

S. Take a cheenful vîew ai every îhing, and encour-
age hope.

9. Speak kîndly ta dependerits and servants, and
praise them whcn you can.

ia. In ail little pleasures which miay eccîîr, put àelf
last.

ii. Try for the soit answcr abat turneth away
wath.-Coingrgztiona1ist.

T1UE C<I1 0F SORR W

On classic cups and vases we may have somethines
scen devices carved by ihe cunning hand af the sculp-
tam. So around the cup ai trial which God cein-
mcnds ta the lips of suffering Christians are wreailîed
many oamforting assurances. Here is anc ai îhern
IlAil things wotk, tegeiher for gond toi thcm that love
God!' Heme is anoîher like si : ",As thy days, 5o
sha» thy surength be" Afflicted friend, uurn thy cup
of sorraw araund, and îhou wilt sie engravcd up3ri
ît those precious tvords . "lAs eue ivhom his motlier
comforteth, s0 wîll 1 comiort you.» Tumtu it agais)
and read, Il My grace is suficient ior thee.» They
are invisible ta stlfishness and blind unbeicf. And
Ged sometimes washes the eycs ai His children witli
tears in order that they may read arighî His cam:
mand men ts. -Jllusirated ChirLrtian Week!y.

A FAITHFUL WJTNESS.

An Englifrh Presbyterian missicnary relaies an in-
teresîing incident which eccurred as he was halîing
for rcfmeshments under a great trcc on the boundaries
ai the Fuklen province. He chanced ta hear a China.
man speaking with an unusualiy pleasant and uri.
pressive voice, and giving ta the bystanders an
accoant af the Christian religion. He did ibis as il
uîîering the acepest convictions of hiscown heart. The
missienary afterward Iearned that this mani hadt been
a patient in one of the hospitals, and though flot wvel),
he was travelling tcward his home, and en his wvay
was preachîng the Gospel whichbch had hmýtseli
heard. How many such cases there rnay be wve do
taot kn-row, but it is inîeresting te find that ai least sanie
of tanse whci are casual!y reachcd are becoming earia
est promulgaters af the truth they have heard.
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