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SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 0F THE HOME
MISSION COMMITTEE.

The semi-annual meeting cf the Home Mission
Corrmittee cf the Presbyterian Church began its ses-
sion on Tuesday, the ithinst., in St. Andrew'sChurch,
at 2 p. mi. The Rev. Dr. Cochrane, Moderator cf the
General Assembiy, and Convener cf the Committee,
accupied the chair, and the Rev. R. H. Warden, of
Montreal, Secretary. The attendance cf members
was full. The afternoon sederunt was occupied with
passing dlaims for mission wosk in Ontario and Que-
bec te the amount cf $iooeo, and in Manitoba te the
amount cf $6,ooo, for the past six months.

In the evening Dr. Cochrane submitted his report
as deputy te the churches in British Columbia. The
report is an elaborate document cf eighteen pages,
giving a history cf the organization of the churches in
the Province, with certain reconimendations as te their
future management. Dr. Cochrane at some length
addressed the Committee, referring te important points
of the report.

DR. COCHRANE'S RE-PORT.
After giving extract minutes of the nature cf hi. ap-

pointment, Dr. Cochrane goes on te say :
In fulilment cf this appointment, I at once put my.self in communication with the Rev. Robert Jamieson,cf New Westminster, and the Rev. Mr. Stephen,Minister cf St. Andrew's Church, Victoria, intimating

te both the nature cf my mission, and the probabletume cf my arrivai, and aise sending te each severalcopies cf the Home Mission Report, ccntaining therecommendations cf the Committee, and, as soon as Icculd make the necessary arrangements, left for BritishColumbia, arriving there on Tuesday the i st cf August.On my arrivai in Victoria, I was met by Mr. Alex.Wilson, one of the managers cf the First (or Pandorastreet) Congregatien, and the Rev. Daniel Gamble,who is at present supplying the pulpit cf said church.The Rev. Mr. Stephen was absent, having leit te visitComox. On his return the fellowing Friday, I had aninterview with him, and arranged for a more fermalcenference with the ( fice bearers cf St. Andrew'sChurch in regard te the <bjct cf my mission. Nomeeting cf Presbytery had been called, nor did it seempractîcable te have a meeting wthin the time cf myvisit, on acceunt cf the distances f rom Victoria andthe pestai arrangements. I therefore feil in with thesuggestion of Mr. Stephen, te meet with the severalminîsters and cengregations, as far as practicable, andlay the cbject of my vîsît before them.On the Wtdnesday after my arrivai, I conductedthe regular Wednesd ay evening meeting in the FîrstChurch, and attended a meeting cf the Eiders andManagers ef said congregatien. On the followingSabbath I preached in ihe morning in St. Andrew'sChurch, anid met with Mr. Siephen and his elderc.In the evening I preached in the First Church, andon Monday held a corîference with the Board cf Man-agement et St. Andrew's Church. In addition te thesemore fermai meetings, 1 received from many cf theniembers and office bearers of both churches, whocalled upon me, much valuable information as te thecondition cf our churches in British Columbia, andthe urgent need cf more being don, fer this distantbut important field.
Leaving Victoria I preceeded te the Mainiand, andvisited New Westminster, preaching three times ferMr. Jamieson, and meeting with the office bearers ofthe church. Afterwards I went te Langley, Yale,Burrard Irlet, Nanaime and Comnox. I aisemet withPresbyterians, at certain points on the river where theboat called, Who were anxious te have the Presbyterian

Church send missienaries te negiected districts.
The next six pages cf the Report contains an inter.

esting and succinct history of the foundiing and grewth
of Presbyterianism in British Columbia, and of the
arganization cf the différent churches and mission
stations. At present there are twe churches in Vic-
toria (the First Church and St. Andrewes Church)-
New Westminster, Langley, Nanaime and Cemnox-.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

Church of Scotland, nor the Presbyterian Church inCanada desired in any way to change their presentrelations, if considered satisfactory, and that we de-sired that nothing should be done, apart frcrn the cor-dial approval and co-operation of the Horne Chuirch.
VICTORIA..The First or Pandora street Churchnow earnestly seeks admission to the Presbyterian

Church in Canada.
St. Andrew's. Church, up te date, has flot intimatcdits decision. A meeting of the corgregation was tobe held on the 5th September for final action, and theresult communicated, but, se, far, nothing has beenreceived.
NEw WESTMINSTERSt. Andrew's Church, NewWestminster, with ats pastor, seeks readmission tothe Presbyterian Church in Canada. Mr. Jamieson'sletter of transference from the Presbytery of BritishColumbia is herewith laid upon the table.
LANGLEY.-Rev. Mr. Dunn, the pastor, cencludeshis statement by saying : IlIf the Church of Scotland,taking into consideration the great advantages to Pres-byterianism and religion, which would accrue from aunion of Presbyterianism in the Province, would offerno objections and approve of the step, 1 have no hesi-tation in saying, that my people, while retaining a deepsense of gratitude to the Church of Scotland for pastassistance and while soliciting a continuance of thesame, would prefer an ecclesiastical connection withCanada, for such reasons as I have stated. 1 stronglybelieve that the interests of religion would be greatlypromoted by union, a union of feeling and action, inthe work of the Lord. The distinctive principles ofthe Church of Scotland, the Free Church or the UnitedPreshyterian Church, and their points of différence,'are quite unknown te many here, and seldomn or neyerreferred to.»
NANAImo.-Now vacant. The minutes cf the con-gregatienal meeting, held after Dr. Cochrane's visit,conclude with the following :
"We beg, therefore, most respectfulîy and earnest-ly, te ask the Colonial Committee te renew their grantto Nanaimo, and at the same time permit us to uniteourselves with the Preshyterian Church in Canada,and get a minister from there. Should this meet theapproval of the Colonial Committee, we would furtherask them, as speedilv as possible, to comrmunicatetheir decision te the Rev. Dr. Cochrane,' Convener ofthe Home Mission Committee of the PresbyterianChurch in Canada, and arrange with him how the grantwill he paid.
IlIt was further resolved, that ini the event of theColonial Conmmîttee notifying Dr. Cochrane, that theyhad agreed to renew their grant te Nanaimo, and ap.prove cf the congregation uniting witb the Presbyte.rian Church in Canada-.-that Dr. Cochrane be request-ed te îlose ne time, in sele(ting a minister, suitable forNhnaimo, and take whatever further steps may benecessary, te our full admission into and connectionwith the Presbyterian Church in Canada.
Comox,-The Rev. B. K. McElmon, pastor cf thechurch at Comox and adjicent stations, transmits theminutes cf meetings held. At the meeting in Comç,x"1it was rnoved, seconded and agreed to,-That 1whereas there is every prospect cf a Presbytery incennection with the Church in Canada, being set uphere, in the near future, and whereas, there is ne rea-son why there should be two distinct Presbyterianbodies, holding the same standards cf doctrine andchurch gevernment.
IITherefore it is resolved that, while expressing Oursincere gratitude te the Church cf Scotland, for theirliberal aid and interest in our spiritual welfarep we thinkthe time has now arrived, when it would b. te the in-terests cf Presbyterianisrn in the Province, if all ourcengregations were under the care of the Church inCanada, and w. hereby express our willingness te betransferred te said Church, provided the Church of

Scolad proes nd the grant be continued for
At he eetngheld at the other station, DentnanIsland, it was reselved "that while sincerely thankingthe Church cf Scotland for their liberal aid and sup.plying us with the means of gracie, we think the turebas now cerne, when it wouid b. te the best interestscf Presbyterianism in this Province,' if aIl our congre-gatiens were under the care cf the Church in Canada;and we hereby express aur willingness te be trans-ferred te sai C(hulrc-h, roiedi i gre !-e h
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portion te the mness xpended in past years by the
Church f Scotlaiid and the Presbyterian Church ilCanada. Nor is there much room, te hope for alychange until one strong, unjed and harmonius wok-
ing Presbytery 15 erected, that will take the versight
ef desttute and utlying districts, and endeavour tesupply themn with the mneans of grace. The existenceof two separate Presbyterîan Churches in the Province,with two distinct Prerbyteres, ought nt for a moment
te be entertained. This would simply perpetuate or'alarger scale what as hitherto mlitated against pro,gress in the past, invoving a needless expenditure fmeans, and continuing a con flict of opinion and actioni
on the part of individual ministers, belenging te therival churches represented.

The propriety f uniting the twe Presbyterian
churches in the city f Victoria inte one streng, infltlential congregation,1 having een mooted, and nMYopinion asked, 1 consider that in present circulnstances it wculd be impracticable, if net indeed unWisc.There is rocm in Victoria for the united efforts of two
min isters, and as the city grews, abundant material for
both churches.

But if ur Church is te advance in British Colunmbia)
as it as done in other parts of the Dominion, there
must be greatly increaEed expendittîre, which rnetansmuch larger co»tributions te the Home Mission Funld.The Presbyterian Church in Canada cannt face thedemands of British Columbia witheut liberal aidq ntonly f rom the Colonial Cormmittee f the Church fScotland, but the ather Presbyterian Churches inGreat Britain, whose members are emigratirg in largenumbers te the far west, and are alieady it-uld in
every part cf this remoe Province.

In addition te the localities at present occupied by
missionaries, the folîowing peints aught te be Pro'vided with religieus ordinances :h

I. Cewichan, Saanich, and Maple Bay, n !thlisland. In these places there are many PiesbyteriaDfanilies who would gladly do their utmst te aid ini
the support cf a pastor.ad

Il. North Arn, South Anm, Burrard Inleto nPort Moody, on the mainland. The growing iflpertan ce, nf the canning fisheries on the Fraser River, nealrthe North Am, and the milling operationç and i1i-crease f population expected at Burrard Inetan
Port Moody, in cennection with the Canada PacifidRailway, make it imperative upon our Church te
occupy these places and give them at least a fort'nightly service.

*111. Yale, at the head of navigation on the Fra'"rRiver. This place is important as having the CanladaPacîfiC R-4ilway workshops and offices. 'Whethcrthey wil remain permanently there, or beinoved
elsewhere is as yet uncertaîin. The population is avery mnixed n-Chinee-, Indians, and whitesC. With
the exception of a amali Epibcopil church,' cf iltensely ritualistic proclivities, and that but scantiîY
attended, there are ne eligius services whatever.
The Saîbbath is knewn as a day of test, and drunkcIiness and lic+ntiüusness are rampant. Sevetal Pres-byterians whom I1 met earnestly entreaied mie te "'ytIeir case before the Committee. I would net recem'mend any permanent ppointment at Yale, but if emissionary could be sent te labour for three or si%
months, it wuld determine whether there was anY
ikelhood of a station being reguary organized.

IV. The Nicola Valley, which may be taketn as9general naine fer a tract of country some 200 mebeyond Yale, and where Mr. Murray laboured, would
require an itinerant mnisinary for the scattered
Presbyte rians aver that wide ternitory. The follOw'ing particulars of this district bave been furinishedmie by a member ci ur Church resident there fOr
years.

" Fron Yale te Spence's Bridge, the distance ~eighty miles. From. Spenceps Bridge te Nicola Valley
there is a distance f about sixty miles. At NicolaValley there is a small church deeded te the Churh
01 Scotland, occasionaîy used by the Methodistsç, butby ne Presbyterian preacher since Mr. Murray left.Kamloops i. about fifty miles from Nicola, and aboutthe samne distance from Cache Greek. ClintOn iis
twenty-six miles from Cache Creek, on the Yale and
Canibea road, and 136 miles frem Yale.

" Mr. Murray used te divide bis services betWC'leeNicola Valley, K mleop , ache 1Creek, -and eltlf.


