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M. Epttor,— Dunng last week a new object of
musonary enterprise Las exated the interest of the
Chnstian people of Canada.  The Rev. Mr. Dodds,
co-worker with Mr. McAl i the elleville mission in
I'ans, bas spread before us the **\White Fields of
Frame,” and has wld us of the amazingy progress
maude by evangehstic work in that country. The
plad udings have cheered our hearts hike the joy of a
commg harvest, for “1f France be moved, we shall
move the whole of Europe.”  Mr. Dodds has told as
much of Panis and uts surronndings, and of many of
1t~ doors being now open to receive the Gospel, The
mersenger had scarcely left our city when another
votce reached us from the continent of Europe—the
varce not of gladness, however, but of deep sorrow, as
it intorined us of the death of the Rev. Lomis Henn
de la Harpe, Profe .wor in the Theological School of
the Evangelical Soviety of Switzerland,  His praise
1sn all the Churches both of the o!d and the new
w ald.  His heart has been the spring, and his home
the centre, of Christian influence for many ycars in
the aity of our carly Reformers.

Besides the obituary notice, the * Semaine Zeli-
giente,” the organ of Evangelical Protestantism, gives
a decply interesting biographical sketch of this de-
voted, accomplished and greatly beloved servant of
Gud.  Believing that many of our friends would wish
to kanow a fittle of thts man of God, whose hte 1n pub-
lic and in private was an embodiment of * the things
that are lovely and of good report,” 1 have translated
the sketch, for which I hope you will kindly spare a
column in THE PRESBYTERIAN. Reciprocal bencfits
may be derived by occasionally drawing closer the
cord of sympathy bciween the younger Churches of
the colony and the older ones of the continent of
Europe, and when, as now, God’s voice speaks to
labourers /ere and labourers fkere, let them not lose
the lesson. In a lecture dehvered lately in Edin-
burgh by the Rev. Mr. Guthrie, of Liberton, he ob-
served that 300 years ago the relations between
France and Scotland were more intimate than was
generally supposed, and he allustrated how the mnter-
course between these two countries bore on the great
rehgious movement then in progress, by way of shew-
ing the obligations of the Scotch Reformed Church
to Frarce in the sixtcenth century, and then oxr duty
to France in the nincteenth. In this connecion
he recalled the fact that the leading Scottish Reform-
ers resorted as students to France for training and
culture, and reccived another training besides, for the
Reformation cause had already taken root there.
Nor must they forget how much, indirectly, onr great
Relormer owed to one of the moit famous men that
country cver produced. Calvinism and Presbyterian-
jam were planted by Knox, and the man who chiefly
influenced hitn was that son of France, John Calvin,
ore of God’s chicfest gilts to her, as to Switzerland,
to Scotland, and to the world. It ought, morcover,
to be gratefully remembered that France afforded an
asylum to many of God's servants from Scotland,
whom the troubles of their times made exiles. He
shewed that the present was an eminently faveurable
moment for helping that country, when a moral and
spiritual revolution seemed imminent there. Never
since 1589, when the Edict of Nantes gave to France
complete civil and rehigious freedom, had religious
liberty so wide a door open for it as had France at
this very hour. E. B. BURNs.

Toronto, Dec. 13th, 1850.

“ Tne Free Church of Geneva and the Theological
S-hool of the Evangelical Society have just sustained
a great loss in the death of Professor Loui, Heari de
la Harpe. Of Swiss origin, by his father, he was cou-
sir german of General Frederick Cxsar de la Harpe,
tutur of the Cizar Alexander 1. By his mother, Pro-
fessor de la Harpe wzs French. Heinherited from his
parenis the affubility and grace which charactenzed
him. He was born at Bordeaux, on the 13th January,
190y, and was remarkable for his great precocity.
At the carly age of nine years, under the guidance of
a very distinguished German tutor, he had learned to
read fluently his New Testament both in Greek and
L t.n. At the same tune he s uled German, and
1atd the basis of that knowledge of English which he
anerwards so thoroughiy acquired.  Mcrcover, from
his earliest ycars Monsieur de la Harpe gave ghis

heart to God ; when a mere boy he taught children
the fear of the Lord.  He very soon became priest in
his own fammly, and had the juy of bringing them all
to the faith. During a residence of sowe years in
Scotland he took the degree of M.A., and at the same
time, 1828, carricd off the first pnize in Natural Phil.
osophy, His principles were sull more established
by contact with the bLrave Scottish nation, and ac-
quircd that character of steadfastness which distin-
guished them to the end. At the same tune that he
borrowed from this country (Switzerland) his deep
attachment to the Reformed doctrines, he held the
independent principles which in later years were to
be so triumphant in the Churches. Mr. de la Harpe
began his theological studies in 1829 at Montauban,
his heart consecrated to Him whom he wished to
serve.  This was a fortunate circumstance, for, as he
remarked in a sermon scarcely five months ago, the
Theological Schoo! of Montauban and the Church of
France were then plunged into a state of extreme
lukewarmness. After having published some theses
on the authenticity of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the
composition of which by the Aposile Paul he sup-
ported, Mr. de la Harpe, Bachelor in Theology, came
with his brother Alphonses, then beginning his studies,
to take his place as a student in the Theological
School of Geneva, He attended most assiduously
the six months’ winter course of 1832-33. In some
manuscript notices whirh we have before us, his pro-
fessces delight to recall the dignity of his manners,
the excellent example which he set before his fellow-
students, and the very cultivated and edifying style in
which he lectured; but they particularly note one
fact which rather repelled them, namely, his dissent-
ing lecanings, although he declared that he did not
wish to assume this character as a minister, feeling
the necessity of preaching the Gospel wherever the
door would be open. It would appear that at this
period he would have severely judgeéd the popular
tendencies of the School, in the correspondence of
Monsieur de Frontin. The study of the Oricatal lan-
guages, particularly of the Syriac, occupied him chiefly
during this first residence in Germany, where he had,
as his professor, the lamented Dr. Haeverneck. Hav-
ing returned for some time to Bordeaux, he at first
held private meetings in his own house and then
preached all around. On the 25th of May, 1837, he
was ordained at Orleans to the holy ministry, and
was preparing to enter the service of the Reformed
Church when a call reached him from Geneva. Dr.
Haeverneck had been succeeded in the Professorship
of Hebrew in the Theological Schocl by Mr. Samuel
Rieswerk, recently from the church of Basle. Mr.
Rieswerk had suddenly allowed himself to be carried
away by Irvingite errors, and several students fol-
lowed him. After painful discussions, the directors
of the School separated from this otherwise very dis-
tinguished fellow-labourer, and it was arranged that
his place should be supplied by a young Swiss candi-
date, Mr. Armand de Mestral, who was then prepar-
ing for a professorship in Berlin. Mr. de Mestral
requested at least two years to finish his studies, and
on the 25th May, of the same year (1837), on the pro-
posal of Monsieur Merle, the Theological department
invited Mr. de la Harpe to accept for eighteen months,
in the School, the Chair of Exegesis and Sacred
Criticism of the Old Testament. The young divine
responded to this call with the amiable readiness
which, from that time, he always shewed in under-
taking all the pleasant or difficult duties which de-
volved upon him; and in November, 1837, he took
possession of that Chair, which, with some interrup-
tions, he occupicd for forty-three years. Very soon,
indeed, Mr. de MestraVs health becoming mpre and
more precarious, he retired from the professorship,
Mr. de la Harpe was appointed to ali the functions.
From that period the young professor devoted himself
entirely to the work of the Evangelical Society, and
while continuing 2 Frenchman at heart, he in reality
looked upon Geneva as his second country. In 1850
he married Miss Hay, niece of Lord Dalhousie, a
former Governor oi Canada (which she visited in her
carly days with her uncle, and in the progress of
which she still takes a lively interest). This union
afforded him thirty years of complete happiness.
Thirteen years later they built the villa of ‘ Les Con-
tamines,’ where he lived till the end.

“Splendid offers were sneedily made to the Professor
¢de L'Oratuire, who after a few years gave to the
School his time and his tahours gratuitously.

“ In 1849, the Presidency of the English College in

Malta was offered htn by Lorl Shaftesbury, through
Dr. Crawford, with a lagge endowment and great ad-
vantages; he refused. In Scotland, Dr. Guthrie
imade numerous overtures to him ; L still refused. At
length, on the part of the Governmeat, lus brother-
indaw Monsieur le Baron Haussinar invitad him to
Paris as Professor of Oriental Languages in the
College of France, holding out to him the probab lity
of occupying a still higher and more desirable charge,
in which he migat render invaluable service to French
Protestantism, He again refused. Void of personal
ambution, he preferred his peaceful residence and un-
obtrusive instruction to the most brilliant situadons,
because according to his conscicnce he was fully
satisfied.  \With his great experience and inexhaust-
ible complacency and entire devotedness to the Lord's
work, he possessed a weighty influence whether as
piestding in the School of Theology and the Evan-
gelical Socicty, or in the administration of the Free
Church, in which he took put from the beginning,
and wlich appointed him to the duties of an clder
and member of Presbytery in 1853. Delighting to
preach, not for preaching’s sake but for the opportu-
nity it gave him of proclaiming the mercy of his God,
Monsieur de la Harpe, although never assuming the
office of minister of the Word in the Church, still
frequently officiated. He was always kind, ready to
give help, and supply the place of the regular pastor.
He had astonishing facility. Endowed with very
extensive gencral culture, having read much and re-
membering all he had read, knowing thoroughly his
Bible, which was truly the Book for him, he could,
without long preparation, present to his hearers health-
ful and fertileideas. Although he may not have been
run after by the multitude, still he gathered around
his pulpit a certain class of God's people whom he
edified by his evangelical preaching. A child of re-
vival, he preached its doctrines without any modifica-
tion or compromise. He had little confidence in
arguments, and considered that it was by evidence
rather than by subtle reasoning that souls were won
to the faith.

“ The Professor’s method of teaching bore a strong
affinity to that of his preaching: great variety, a
crowd of correct ideas, precise, luminous perceptions,
with yreat freedom of style, a certain want of con-
nection, and frequent digressions. Although he
knew his subject thoroughly and was fully master of
the Hebrew language, Mr. de la Harpe had difficulty
in confining himself to fragmentary Scripture or to
the subject of criticism which he treated. (This is
the testimony which a learned German Rabbi gave
us one day.) To the Professor’s mind one fact re-
called another, and very soon, yielding to his brilliant
imagination, or to his astonishing memory, he poured
upon us such a flood of knowledge that its course was
a true Encyclopredia. At the close of his lectures
one might complain of not having got much Hebrew,
but how many things, and precious things, had one
learned which would be afterwards useful in the ser-
vice of the ministry! In short, Mr, de la Harpe
scattered his resources. His life was, like his teach-
ing, at the service of cvery one, in all work which
conceraed the kingdom of God. A member of many
committees, establishing with his own means an in-
fant schoo! at Eaux-vives, maintaining it at his own
expense in a very comfortable building, he went from
the examination of these little children to that of his
students, at the samc time that he was preparing
notes upon important mathematical questions for the
Society of Physical and Natural Science, or writing
for the Geographical Society, the ‘Globe’ news-
paper, or it might be turning with his own hands, or
for relaxation making little gems to enrich the tables
of »ome bazaar! It is causs of great regret that Mr.
de Ia Harpe has not left behind him any permanent
work. Not more careful of his fame than of his
case, he did not allow himself time to write that
Hebrew Grammar which he sketched, nor that gea-
eral and special introduction to the Old Testament of
which some pages only have received their definite
form. Nevertheless, what clearness in this treatise of
the Hebrew characters which he has written, and
what clear perception in that introduction which
stands erect like the entrance to an edifice which wiil
never be finished! Yes, as we look upon thesz un-
finished works we feel sad and disposed to be angry
with thase inconsiderate people among whom we
aumber oussclves, wl 0 never ccased w oveibunden a
venerable brother, whose only fault was tot bewng able
to refuse anything. But there is one wotk of his



