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The Rev. H. H. Bedford-Jones read an interesting
Paper on the "lMessage of Amos " in which lie showed the
bearing, of the Prophiets upon the pr(>blems of to-day, and
cemonistrated the value of critical metlîods-in the study of
these irîspired writers.

Papers were also read by Rev. Professor Sage, of Lond on,
Onl the- Teaching Oflice of the Church " withi referenice
to "Bible Classes" and l)y Rev. Dr. Ker, of ý1oiitrea],
On the same subject, witlî reference to the "l Mid-week
8ervice">

At the public nîiissionary meeting held on Tuesday îîight,
%tirring addresses were given by 11ev. J. G. Waller atnîl
the Lord Bishiop of Hui-on. At the close of the meeting
thle Provost announced that the clîurch recently erected at
Naganllo, hiad been paid for anîd urged the necessity of
I>Uiditrîg a chiurchi du ring the coîning year for Mr. Kennedy,
irl Matsurnoto. Several of those present volunteered to
Clect miotey for this purpose. Jn this wav $700 lias
be'en guarantee(l, and Mr. Kennedy îniay hope ýto so0011e

ý Suitab)le churchi buiît in wwhich to hold lus services.
On the last evening of the gatheriiîg an open î meeting

'va,, held iri the dinitng hall for the purpose of discussing
the relation of the Kingdoin of God to social problems.
'lUlme principal speakers were Rev. R. J. MI )ore, Rev. G. H.
1ýroughall, Rev. H Symionds and 11ev. Dr. Ker.

Before the mneeting, closed a very hearty vote of thanks
Wýas tendered the Venerable Archdeacon Houston for
'ýcting, as chairman throughout the gathering.

*K3ook lRevt'ews.
ý1kRED AXE, by S. R. Crockett, author of "The Gray

Man," Il LochinvarI) witlî twenty.six illustrations by
Frank Richards. Price, paper, 75 cents; cloth, $ 1.50.
Toronto: Copp, Clark Co., 1898.

The Red Axe is, we hear, to be stayed. We are flot
%rprised. It is extraordinarily vivid. Scene after scene

ý%nsout in the nîind of the reader as hie looks back over
this tarîgled tale of love, rapine and intrigue in the days of
the Germýan robber Dukes, wlien the law of miight was the

"Iof right.
Mr. Crockett ini this story has left his dialect behind at

hOlme The story which moves somiewhnat slowly at first,
btalways pleasantly, at last quickens ii movenent and

'nterest, and ends with a fine climax where the fate of
and heroine bangs in the balances, which are hield ini

tIh ands of the emerald-eyed mnaiden, who, swayed by love
idjealousy, knows not wlîat to do. Was she womnan or
~5she tiger ? This initeresting story lias somnething of the

'efreshness which characterized The Pride of Jennico,~ut it hias one great point of superiority, The Red Axe
Sgins early and moves st.eadily towards the climax of
hterest, whereas the first part of .Jennico was the best.

ut both are.good stories and well told.

PtMN OFO¶~ F THE SNows, by Gilbert Parker, D.C.L.
Toronto: Copp, Clark Co., 1898.

~This volume of short stories was published ini England
lUýer thme title, "lAn Adventurer of tlie Northî." It is a

tInuatioi1 of personal histories of "lPierre and bis
eo0Ple " and contains the Illast exiiting recor(ds of pretty

ieWf»~ e hope not. Pierre, like Shierlock Holmies,
l ot to be allowed to die. In Pierre's case timere iýs

a chance that he may turn up again. For lie is ilot
ver a precipice, lbut is last seen riding înadly before

èUreierS into a surf of fire. He was not 7atone, and no
ePOf I"Pierre and lus People " needa to be told that it

was a woman lie was trying to succour. We hope he suc-
ceedied.

These stories, like those in the carlier volume, are not ail
equal, but ail are enjoyable, and we can promise several
pleasant half-hîours to aîîy orie wlîo lias still to'inake timeir
acquaintance. Ini somne respects " Pierre and lus People,"
andl its sequel, coritain the înost unique as Weil as the
rnost interesting work tîmat MIr. Gilbert Parker lias done.
At aniy rate, tliose Wvho enjoy the works of thuis writer, and
they are îîiany, have a very sof t spot ini their hiearts for
Pretty Pierre.

VICTORJAN ERA SERIES.

ENG-LISII NATIONAi, EDUCATmoN, by H. Holman, 'M.A.
London : Blackîe. Toronto : Copp, Clark Co., 1898.

Thbis is the seventh volume of the Victoriau Er-aSerie8,
and it is wortliy of the series iii wlicli it takes its place.
We have hiere a sketch of the rise of public elementary
schools in Engrland. It is writteîî by omie Who is an en-
tliusiastic believer iin State schools. Jndeed the imupres-
sion whicli tîis tre'atise leaves on the immd of the reader is
that it is the lbusiness of the State, and not of any other
organization within the State, to look after the education
of the people. This is not necessarily to advocate a secular
system of education. But it means that ini any other
hands than those of thie State, the standard of elementary
education is apt to faîl. It thus l)ecoines the business
of the clîurches to agree upon what religious teaching
should be give n. Provision should be made, as there is in
Englaîîd, for mnaking governent grants to " Voluntary
Scliools" if they coîne up to the' government standards in
e(luipineiit and etliciencv. But tlîis is not the view of Mr.
Iloltiman.

The tities of his chapters will but indicate the scope
anîd trend o>f the book. The reign of the voluntary systein
the days of doles, tlîe comrnittee of coutiil on education,
a semni-state sy stem, Codes and cramn, the partial reign of
law, Retrospect and Prospect. In fact this work outlines
the struggle in England over the question as to whetlier
the cliurches or the State should undertake the work of
elemnentary education. Wlîat tlhe Cîmurches (hid, the State
now largely (loes. The story of thiis cou test bas its interest
for usî and contains iîîany niorals. This is a work to be
read l)y ahl advocates of voluntary schools.

A new proposition lias been made by University of To-
ronto with regard to Iriter-collegiate athletics, wlîich slould
find favour in. ail the colle-es ini the Dominion wliere thiere
is a <lesire to foster Inter-collegiate sport.

The proposal is that a union be formed for the develop-
ment of field athleties aitiorng the colleges of Canada ; it
bas been suggested tliat there be a ineet eitber once or
twice a year, ini which coiripetitors from ail the colleges in
the union inay enter; also tîmat each college pay an anîjual
fee of ten dollars to defray, first, the expenses of the meet,
and second ly, part of the travelling expenses of the coin-
petitors.

In cýouîuection with tlîis, University of Toronto is lîold-
n" communication witlî MeIGilI, Queeu's, McMaster, Os-

groode and ourselves.
MNIr. Grillith lbas been instructed by our executive to

wvrite to thiem, expressing our Warin approval of the plan,
anmd our willingîmte.ss to enter the union, tliough, at present,
tiiere seems but little chiance of arîy of our nuen being able
to colupete this year.

Two years algo, nnainly by the efforts of Trinity, an intaer-
club ineet of this kind took place, iin whicli we failedI to


