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the orchard. The eggs are greenis *L blue. The robia sings a 'full
clear song, indeed, he is our best songster. Wc.have so few singing
birds that wve prize those that do the more.",

ilDoes tho Canadian robin corne ini:o the house in wvitr and pick
op thec crumba as the dear little redbreascs do at homne."

"4No, 'lady Mary, they.are able to lind plenty of -food abroad wvheix
they return to us, but they hop about inear the houses and gardens
very frecly. [n the fait, bofore they go away, they may ba seeni ini
13,reat numbers running about the old pastures, picking up %voris and

" cDo people seec the birds fiying away together, nurse?

"Not often, my dear; for mnoat birds congrregate together in ernall
ilocks for somte tinte, and gow~ithout being rîoticed; many go away
at night, when wve are slspping, and 8Dm. fly yery higir on cloudy
days, s0 that they are not distinctly seoan against the duflgrey sky.
The water-birds sucb as geese, swans, and -ducks,ý.aLre -oflen seen
taking their fiight in large bodies-they are heard making a contin-
ual noise irn the air, and may 6a seen like long lines or iâ.1h, frorn
of thre letter V lying on its side, ()tire point generally' direcied
Southwvard or Westward. the strongest and loldest birds acting as
leaders; wvherc tired, tiiese fait backward inio thre main body, and
anocher set take cheir places."1

Lady Mary was much surprised at th~e order and sagacity of these
wild fowl, and Mrs. Frazer told her thiat sorne other cime she would
tell her or read her more about these birds.

Ir Nurse, will you tell me something more about bird's iieèts, and
what they make therd of V"

C6 Bircis that live chiefly in the depths of thre forest or in solitary
places, far awvay frorn thre haunts of men, build their .nests of ruder
mnaterials and with less c&are in the maniner of.putting them logether
-dried grass moots and. a litie moss, seent to be the materials they
inake use of. It has been noticed by many persons, imy qear, that
those birds that live near towns and villa'ge8, and cleared farms, soon
learn to make better sorts of neats, and to weave-into them soft -and
cornfortable things such as silky wool, cottôn, and hair."

"TÏhat is very strange, iurse."5.
It is so, lady Mary ; lutthe same thing mccy also.be seeuiarnong

hurnan beings. The savage. nations are contented with rude dwell-
angs muade of sticks and cane, ccvvered iv ith skins of beaste, bark,
or reeds ; but wvhen they once uniie iogether in a more éocial state,
and live ini villages and towns. a desire for i*mprovernent takes place;
the tent of ekins or the rude shianty is ex éhangèd fôra hut of better
shape ; ýLnd tis in timne grives pace to houses and furntreo

more ornainental and tiseful kind-" -
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