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CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

€ . . .
HAT a nuisance Christmas is !’

- This amiable remark was made
by a lady ‘who was evidently selecting
?hrlstmas presents with no great relish
}:)r the task. And it is a remark which
dt_a.s probably been made, audibly or inau-
_tﬁgly, bymorethan this speaker! ‘I think
1t1(s1 S0 nice to remember one’s friends
at Christmas '—said another lady, apro-
%ﬁ;.: of the question of Christmas tokens.
o : two speakers were representatives
: ¥Wo classes of people and Christmas
gxe;ex-s, who, with many varying shades
tin;fen them, are always pretty dis-
Hne Y marked,—the people who love
1v6 In the lives of others, and the
mmk tanfything ‘a bore’
| out ‘of themselves, and
:)1:;13: it gecessat’y for them to think of
strone coner g People have a latent but
g conviction that any expenditure

are ca pon to ma
l:e?;lelsnlusg(f:‘e’ and an Oppre;(s?oflo :o(;;};enl:
hristmag 1 . 00T t0 such people,
will o as s a Dwsance, since, if they
solvas o 0hIng else, they find thers.
mas ca:dgec't;gdt’:l?:' 1el;s!:, ecend Christ-
Christmas cardg rleayr{)e: (}Zit A urge
a burden,
€re more honest,

?vuc}; beople, if they w
ould not profess o o} :
sents at alF! see o give Christmas pre-

But Christmas g

gifts i

many other things,-wzgiligg ifts i
cll.ld'ed-—'-good or bad, accordinug t Y t,l}?-
spirit in which the ostomas

they are begt,
When they are given for the (Zie(:iv;: 2f

the donors, to gratify the 8pirit of ogt,

tation—or even merely becauge ‘s.te,x.x-
expected,’ or because there iy an lb]l's
gation in advance to be dischar e(()l n
account of anticipated gifts from §theon
they loose all the sweet meanine ofrs,
gxft,.to the givers at least, if notbto tha
receivers ! When Christmas gifts come
%o be a sort of unadmitted barter thee
looge all the grace of gifts, without thg
satisfaction of purchase. Forit ig almost

€ a great

sure to turn out, as some one has cyni-
cally observed, that A. gives to B. some-
thing he cares for to get from B. some-
thing for which he does not care at all.
From which, it may be easily observed,
that comparatively few people have what
may be called the genius of giving—in
which is implied not only nice percep-
tion and tact, but sufficient considera-
tion for others—their tastes and wants,
to understand what will be an acceptable
gift for any particular friend-—conse-
quently very mal-a-propos gifts are often
made even by people whoare not at all stu-
pid in other things. But it is only those
who are not too self-absorbed to live a
little in other people’s lives, who can
give attention enough to the wants
and wishes of their friends to present
them with just the thing they were wish-
ing for ! Inthe dearth of ingenuity or at-
tention or tact or sympathy, whicheverit
may be that is lacking, Christmas cards
are a resource for the many perplexed
people who like to show their friends
that they remember them at Christmas,
without too great an expense of money
or thought, and who can in this way
include a much wider circle of friends in
the Christmas greetings. And thereally
beautiful and artistic designs of many
of the cards make it possible to give real
pleasure by sending one, apart from the
more special pleasure of being remem-
bered at a time when to most of grown
up persons the day is apt to have more
sad than ¢ merry’ associations, and so a
token of remembrance from the friends
whom life’s changes have left is all the
more appreciated. Some very practical
people consider even Christmas cards a
“ nuisance 'and a ‘tax.’ Let ushope that
they better bestow the price of their
alabaster boxes:and, inthe meantime, let
us be glad that bonds of affection are
strengthened and old ties re-knit and
lonely hearts made glad by this pleasant
Christmas custom in a world wherein for
most people the sorrows are apt to over-
balance the joys.



