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CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

'W/nATr a nuisance Christmas is !'
YThis amiable remark was madeby a lady 'who was evidently selecting

Christmnas presents with no great relish
for the task. And it is a remark which
has Probably been made, audibly or inau-
diblY, bymorothan this speaker! 'I think
it iS g0 nico to remeniber one's friends
at C hristmag'-said another lady, apro-
Pos of the question of Christmas tokens.
The two speakers were representatives
Of two classes of people and Christmas
givers, Who, with many varying shados
betweon tîern, are always pretty dis-tinctly marked,.the people who love
to live in the lives of othors, and tho
People who think anyt hing ' a bore'that calsa themi out -of themsolves, and
'nakes it nocessary for them. to think ofothors. Some People have a latent butstrong conviction that any expenditure
they are called upon to inake for othersis aninjustice, and an oppression tothem-
Chriestm (fcourse, to such people,Chrstms ua nuisance, since, if theywill do nothing else, >hyfn hm
selves expected, at leat, to send Christ-mUas cards to their friendsade
Christina cards nsay be foît a burden.Such Peoplo, if they were more honest,would not profssogieCrtasp-
sonts at al! est iOCrtmsp-

But C'hristmas gifts are like a greatîuany other thincra wedaing gifts in-cluded.-good or bad, accordjj1 g to thespirit i which they are býestowed.
NYhen they are given for the credit ofthe donors,' to gratif y the spirit of osten-
tation-or even merely bocause & it is
expected,' or because there is an obli-
gation in advance to be discharged onaccount of anticipated gifts fromn others
they loose ahl the sweet mfeaning of agif t, to the givers at least, if no0t to the
receivers ! When Christmas gifts como
to be a sort of unadmitted barter, tbey
loose ail the graco of gifts, withouît the
satisfaction of purchaso. For it is almnost
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sure to, turn out, as some one has cyni-
cally observed, that A. givos to B. some-
thing he cares for to get from B. some-
thing for which he does not care at ail.
From which, it may be easily observed,
that comparatively few people have what
may be called the genius of giving-in
which is implied not only nice percep-
tion and tact, but sufficient considera-
tion for others-their tastes and wants,
to understand what will be an acceptable
gift for any particular friend-conse-
quently very mal-a-propos gifts are often
made even by people who are not at ail stu-
pid in other things. But it is only those
who are not too self-absorbed to live a
little in other people's lives, who can
give attention enough to the wants
and wishes of their friends to present
them with j ust the thing they were wish-
ing, for ? In the dearth of ingenuity or at-
tention or tact or sympathy, whicheverit
nîay be that is lacking, Christmas cards
are a resource for the niany perplexed
people who like to show their friends
that they remomber them at Christmias,
without too great an E.xpense of money
or thought, and who can in this way
include a much wider circle of friends in
the Christmas groetings. And the reaily
beautiful and artistic designs of many
of the cards make it possible to give real
pleasure by sending one, apart from the
more special pleasure of being remem-
bered at a time when to most of grown
Up persons the day is apt to have more
sad than ' merry' associations, and go a
token of remembrance from the friends
whom life's chan ges have left is ail the
more appreciated. Some very practical
people consider even Christmas cards a
' nuisance 'and a ' tax.' Lot us hope that
they botter bestow the price of thoir
alabaster boxes: and, in the meantime, lot
us ho glad that bonds of affection are
strengthened and oid tieà re-knit and
lonoly hearts made glad by this pleasant
Christnmas custom in a world wherein for
most people the sorrows are apt to ovor-
balance tho joys. F.

101


