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teh over 20,000 inhaijitants, lies on our bor<lers, our next door neigli-
hor. Contact there rnust be, ancl it must bc miore close andl frequent,
As' nio0dern enterprise i so rapidly annihiilating space and tMine, anid
pusing railways and telegraphis throughi the heart of the landl of
the Aztees. Laéking a river systeni anîd good harbors, Mexican
commerce naturally floats to our ports. Avakiing tA) the superiority
of our civilization, M'-xiean society begins to court dloser fellowshiip
wvit1î our institutions. 'Now is t1ic turn of tide in the aflihirs of this
neighboringr nation. Whiethcer avarice and ambition shiah conquer
Mexico in the inte(-rc-sts of trade and traffie, or the spirit of the
grospel shahl irnpel laborcrs to tilt these opening lields for Christ, is
the pivotai issue of the hour.

Forty years ago, in 18147, iii connection Nvitli an unjustfiable
war, the United States troops invade-l Mexico, but thiey bore in
their knapsacks thiat blessed ook of Godl, whichi thius by the strange
fate of war, found its- way into the Aztcc land. The furrows
plouglîed by cannon were strange futrows in which to, sow the seeil
of thc Kingdoin. Yet so it Mis Ten seven ycars later, Miss;
Melinda Rankin, in Brownsville, Texas, Iust acosthe border, a
fcw miles froin Mataioras, set up lier seininary. The revolution of
1857 opcning Mexico to Protestant mnissions, 'Mr. Thonipson, agent
of the Bible Society, crossed the Rio Grande to, 31tauioras lu 1860:
an'Id that heroie woînan, MisRankin, followed in 1864, and in 186:5
personally raised in our country the 815,000, t&) pushi on lier pioncer
work, herseif trniniiig ancl sending out native colporteurs. Iu 1866
slie began work at Monterey, and six ycars later mir Genernil
Assemnbly tooik up Mexico asq a mission field. Iu Septeinber of that
ycar a pioncer bUdn( of seven, Rev. Messrs Pitkin, Phillips, Tlîoîp-
-ion, with thieir wives, and Miss Elleiî P. Alleu, tok ship froin New
York and %vcnt straitghlt fxa the Mexicani capital. Thierc they founa!
a1 large bo)dy of pe-ople preparcd for organizatioxi intai Protestant
v.ouxînunîlties-, 4-nd in ,Jauuary-, 1873, Rev. M. NX. Htiiiion mnd wifta
Li>ok charge of the work. 1)uring the s;ainle year Za4caitecas becaxm
WA the northern what 31exico rity was to th<' southerui states, the~'
evangelical anilmaglzu centre, and frconi thxest, ponrs angei-
isux radiatedl.

The nietho-ls of wvork vere simple andi etiective. Protestant
wn Nvp itlh scriptural ordinances mid sacrauxents, ('bristianl
slolBible tecin.evaugelic-al hiyxnnologry andi the~ edluctio n

Of a native îninistry m-e the seven-fold secre1ts; If s;ucs.. Of1


