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SCHOOL.

The Blessed Brood.

GATHER them closo to your loving heart—
Cradle them closo to your breast:
They will soon enuugh leave your brooding
care, “
Soun enongh mount youth’s topmost stair—
Littio ones in the nest.

Fret not that the children’s hearts are gay,
That theit restless feot will run ;

There may come & time in tho by-and-bye

When you'll sit in your lonely room and sigh
Yor a sound of childigh fun,

When you long for n repotition swect,
TPhat sounded through each room,
Of  Mother ! mother 1" the dear love calls
That will echo long through the silent halls,
And add to their stately gloom.

Thero may come a time when you'll long to
hear
The cager, boyish tread, .
The tuncless ‘vhiatle, the clear, shrill sheut,
The busy bustle in and out,
And pattering over head.

When the boysand girls ave all groww up
And seattered far and wide,

Or gone to the undiscovered shore

\Where youth and age come never more,
You will miss them from your side,

Then gathc+ them to your loving heart,
Cradle them on your breast,
T'hey will soon enough leave your brooding
care,
Soon enough mount yeuth’s topmost stair—
Little ones in the nest.

LESSON NOTES.
SECOND QUARTER.
STUDIKS IN LUKR,

A.D. 28} LESSON IV, (April 27
THE PARABLE OF THE SOWKER,

Luke 8. 4-13. Memory verses, 12-15,

GoLbEN TrXT.

Take heed theretore how ye hear,—
Luke 8. 18.

Tiumx.—A.D. 28.

Prack.—In a boat, close beside the Lake
of Uenesaret.

CoxnecriNg LiNks,—The story of the
life of Jesus ruus continuously from lesson
to lesson, He went on hig great preaching
tour, interrupted now and then by the
thronging multitudes, who forced him to go
into the desert for seclusion, Wherever he
finds the people gathered together he re.
lieves their distresses, and wherever he has
opportunity he proclaims his blessed truth.

_ EXPLANATIONS. |

Much people—There is a wide difference
between the conditions of life in Palestine
in A.D. 28 and the conditions of life in this
country in A.D, 1890. We can form little
idea of the immense throngs that followed
Jesus from town to town, leaving their
work and pleasure, and willing to sleop
without roo? or tent for cuvering, if neces-
wary, readily lured from their homes and

responsibilities by this latest of sensations
) ,i)\‘:: wandering Messiah, In the Kast,
even to-day, such crowds would follow any
wonder-worker, very much as groups of
children are sometinics attracted from block
to block, far from home, by a wanderin
brass-band. Sower ~1t was spring-time, and
very probably Jesus and his heavers suw
such & sower go forth, KEvery incident in
this parable was thoroughly familiar to the
people, Wayside—A path trodden across
the field. ‘The ouly sort of voad in Pales-
tine. Fowls ¢ theuir Littlo birds, Upan
a rock - Stony ground. A hundredfold—
This would be an enormous harvest. DBut
s0 largon crop has heen known in the LEast.
He that kath ears to hear, let him hear—It
would sound oddly to-day for a public
speaker to gravely say, at the close of his
address, ** Listen with yonr ears;” and,
doubtless, it sounded as oddly to the crowd
that clustered about Jeeus® boat. But it is
an exhortation that we should pay attention

to. Tow people more than half wse their
ears, Parablc—Any wise saying that con
tains o trath winpped m it asa ﬁerucl is in
o nut, or o treasure in a bex, It way be a
atory, or it may be n mere sentenco, the
true meaning of which does not lie on the
surface, but ean be reached by research aud
study, Mysteries — Hidden things — 7'hat
seetny they might not see—Jesus means sin
ply that ko has wrapped this truth up in u
story so that those who really desired the
truth could get it, and those who wanted a
story mnercly might have that.  Tho majority
of his hearers had sight, but not insight,
Word of God -~Divine truth, written or
spoken. Had no root—This is the matter
with most of the boys and girls and men
and women who ave making fuilures in life.
Patience—The greatest of virtues, He who

1 has it will never make a complete failure.

- Quxstioxs ror HoMe STuDY,

1. The Sower, vs. 4, 5, 9, 10,
To whom did Jesus speak this parable?
From whence had the peoplo come?
Where was Jesus when he gave this
teaching ?  Matt, 13, 2.
What is first said about the sower?
What question did the disciples ask ?
What privilege did Jesus say was given
to thom ?
How did he speak to othera?
Why did ho speak in parables?
Y, The Seed, ver. 11.
What did the sced in the parable repre-
sent ?
Where do we find the word of God?
3. The Soil, vs. 5-8, 12-15.
U;f)olni what four kinds of soil did the seed
all?
What beenine of that which fell by the
way-side ?
Whom do the fowls represent ?
What does the devil do to the way side
hearers ?
What becume of the seed upon the rock ?
Who are represented by this part of the
anablo ?
What occurs wiien temptation comes?
What effect had the thorns upon the good
seed?
How did Jesus explain this teaching ?
Wlm{: occurred whien the seed fell on good
s0il ?
Who are the good-soil hearers?

With what warning did Jesus close the
parable?

What is his warnimg to us? (Golden
Teoxt.)

Tux LkssoN CATECHISM.

1. To whom did Jesus tell the story of
the sower? ** A great multitude.”” 2, Who
asked Jesus to explain the meaning of the
parable? ** The twelve disciples.” 3. What
did Jesus say this parable would teach?
“The mysteries of the kingdom of God.”
4. Who are the sowers of good seed?
“Peachers and preachers of truth.” 5.
What is the seed they sow? **The Word
of Qod.” 6. What did Jusus cry aloud
when he finished his story? ¢ He that
hath ears to hear, lot him hear.”

Ducrrisal SvgasrioN.—Natural law ia
the spiritunl world.

CATECHISM QUESTION.

4. What is the Gospel ¥
"T'he good news of salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

LESSON V.
THE RULER’S DAUGHTER.
Luke 8. 41, 42, 40-50.  Mem. verses, 54-66.
GoLprN TEXT,

Fear not; beliove only, anl she shall be
made whole.—Luke 8. 50,

Trmx.~A.D. 28,

Prack.—Capernaun,

CoxsroriNg Links, —Jesnr crossed the
1akss after telling the story ot che sower and
the seed. A storm broke out, which he
miraculously quelled. Passing to the other
side he encountered with his disciples some
strange oxperiences in the land of the
Gadavenes, He returned, snd performed
motve miracles, of which this was one,

EXPLANATIONS.

Synagoyue~~The place where pious Jows
assembled on the Sabbath for religious
worship. There was onv in almost every
town. JFell down Ovientals never attempt
to conceal their emotions  T'hronged him—
Pressed him to discomfort.  Bewat ed her—
There ave professional mourners in the Kast,
who are employed to ery nud wrisg their
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hands and talk well of the dead. This
geemr absurd, but was ag sincere nnd
puthetic, on the one hand, and ne open to
abuse, on the othor, as many of our own
customs, Spirit came Called back from
the heavenly world,
QuestioNs ror Homk Stupy.

1. Prager, vs, 41, 42,

What praying nian is hero spoken of ?

What was his oftivial station?

To whom did he ofier hia prayer?

For whom did he pray?

What was the ruler’s regquest ?

What did he wish Jesns to do to his

duughter? Sce Matt. 0. 18,
Who went with Jesus to the ruler’s house?

2. Faith, va, 49, 50.
What word came to
house?
Who overheard the message ?
What encouragement did he give the
father? (Golden Teoxt.)

8. Power, vs. 51-50.
Who alotie entered the houso with Josus?
What were thoso in the house doing?
What did Jesus say to them ?
How did his words affect them?
What did Jesusdo?
\\'lmtl\verc his words to the girl? Mark

Jairus when noar the

b, 41,
What result immediately followed ?
How much power has Jesus to-day?
Matt. 28. 18,

Tux LrssoNn CATROHISM.

1. What was tho name of the ruler of thoe
synagogue? *“Juirus,” 2. For whose life
did he pray? “That of his daughter.” 3.
What word came from his homo? ¢ Thy
daughter is dead.” 4, What did Jesus
sny? “Fear not; believe,” ete. & What
ditl ho say to the girl? * Maid, arise.”
6. \What then happened? ¢ Her spirit
came again.”

DoUTRINAL ~ SUGGESTION. — Answer to
prayer.
. CATECHISM QUESTION,

&. What is the Gospel history?

The account contained in the New Testu-
ment of the coming of Jesus Christ futo
the world, of his teaching, his manuer of
life, his miracles, his death, his resurrec-
tion, and his ascension,

Loving Back.

Lirrie Alice was playing with her
doll while her mother was writing.
When her mother had finished the
writing, she told Alice she could come
and sit in her lap, and Alice suid:

“Tm so glad. I wanted to love you
so much, mamma.”

“Did you darling 1” and she clasped

her tenderly, “I am very glad my
Alice loves me so; but I fancy you
were not very lonely while I wrote,
You and dolly seemed to be having a
happy time together.”

“Yes, we had mamma ; but I got
tived after & while of loving her.”

« And why?”

# Oh, just because she never loves
me back.”

« And is that why you Jove me?”

«That is one reason why, mamma ;
but not the first one, or the best.”

« And what is the first and best?”

«Why, mamma, don’t you guess?”
—and the blue eyes grew very bright
and earnest.  “ It's beeause you loved
me when I was too little to love you
back. ‘That's why 1 love you so.”

“«We love him (Jesus) because he
first loved us.”

Tur grave is not deep; it is but
the lustvous footprint of the angel
who sceks us. When the mysterious
hand lets fly the last arrow at the
head of a man, he bows his head, and
the arvow only carrvies away from him
hig crown of thorns,

iEpworth (D

A complote line of Epworth Yieague
Recommended Readings in the differcut
courses new in stock, and will be shipped
promply as ordered. Epworth League
Bad%?s and Ribbonsg ordered and will
soon bo i stock,

Young People's Prayer-meeting
Topics from Junuary to July, rendy; 25
cents per hundred.

Ppworth Leaflets, Nos, 1,2, 3, ready ; 6
cents pertdozen, Smnples freo,

For goods writa  WiLriam Briqos,
Mothodist Publishing House, Torounto,

Tor sample Fipworth Loeaflets, write
W, H, Wirnrow,
Wesley Buildings, Toronto,

SEND US
40 CENTS

And we will send you Post-paid the largest,
thickest and most  profusely illustrated
«Child’'s Picture Book” ever oflered at
the price,

Size 03 x 73 x 1 inches,
Beautifully illuminated. Board covers.

JUsST ISSURD.

SIFTED WHEAT,

Being o record of the Proceediga of the \
|
1

Twenty - Fourth Provincial Sabbath-School
Convention,
Held in the City of Toronto, Ont., on the
22nd, 23rd and 24th October, 1889,
Paper covers, 230 pages. Post paid, 23c. 1 ot.

This Report contains repiesentative
thought aud testimony, reliable informution
and condensed facts, preseiited by the lead
ing men of to-day, guthered from all gaartrs
of the Province to discuss the ctloits ad
success of this important factor «F i
Church of Christ.

S.5. LESSON HELPS
FOR 1890. 1
PELOUBET’'S SELECT NOTES. |
|

|

8vo, cloth, Price $1.25.

B ]

QUESTION BOOKS, in Three Grades.

Price, cach, aoc. net, or 17¢. each by 1he dozen.

ALS0,

VINCENT'S SELECT NOTES
on the International 8. 8. Lessons,
With MAPS, ILLUSTRATIONS, ectc
8vo, cloth, net, $1.25.

QUESTION BOOKS, in Three Grades- ‘
Rach, 20c.; 170, each by dozen. '
—— |

|

Monday Club Sermons on the |
8. 8. Liessons,
12mo, cloth, $1.25,

Dr. Pentecost's Commentary on the 8. §.
Lessons for 1890,

Invaluable for Teachers.
covers, 60c. cloth bound, §l.

12mo, Paper

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
29 to 33 Richmond St. West,
80 to 36 Temperance St., Toronto.

C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que.
8. F. HUKSTIS, Halifax, N.5.
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