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YL~a FÂIiiE, année 1893, 3èmie volume depuis
la fondation, se veri 50 centins. Les annïées
pîécédentes, coûtent une piastre, chacune.

DO YOU KNOW YOUR LETTERS

Any manwiho can read would 1)robably resent
suchi an imputation of ignorance as this question
coveys.

tDo yoti knowv your letters ? " is wvhat is asked
the littie tot Mhen ihe or shie first sets foot in school.
And growv.ii ulp nen or woman may be pardoned for
believing the are speaking the truth ihen they ans-
iver et yes " to the question. The chances aie, ho-
wever, that they don't knoiv their letters.

XVhy has le A " its l)resent shape ? Stumped the
first tim-e !Every American ouight to know that. A
takes its shape from a picture of an eagle. B wvas
once the picture of an Egyptian bird. D represen-
ted a man's hiaid. F wvas the horned viper. The
two upper strokes are the remiains of the horns and
the perpendîcular line the uprighit body of the viper.
I- wvas once the semblance of a sieve.

We got our letters from the Phoenician alphabet,
ivhich in turn came fromi the hieroglyphie picture-
wvriting of Egypt.

So don't be so sure of your knowledge next time
you are asked a simple quiestion.
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