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T.odge officers and niembers Of CoMmnittees so
clîarged.

For a fuil report of Investigating ('omniittc
sec Document 301, Journal of ProceAding-s, Su-
preme Lodge. 1899.

The Supi-eme Lodge assembled at 10 a. m. on
Tuesday, August 23rd, in the Chamber of Repre-
sentatives of the State Capitol building. Gover-
nor Mount. of Indiana, gave an address of wel-
corne on behialf of the State. M\ayor- Taggart
followed with a hearty w-eicome froni Indian-
apolis, and Grand Chanrcllor 1-unt spoke for
the Pythian brothers of Indiana. 'ý-uprcrne
C'hancellor ('olgrove responded in bis usuai able
and pleasing mauner.

After the report of the Comnmittee on Creden-
tials. the Suprerne Lodge Rank Nvas conferred
upon those ia w-aiting-. The reports of officers
;-ere subinitted and referred to Comrinittee on
Distribution. The report of the Supreme C'han-
ceilor is Iengthy and full of g-ood advice, and
worth the consideration of aIl. As a copy of this
rýeport is sent to) cach subordinate lodge wve
deemi it inadvisable to burden you with the
contents of sane. further than to caîl your at-
tention to tlic lindly words of the Supremep
Chancellor for the 1,nig-hts of this Province,
anîd of Canada in general. Speak-ing of bis visit
during the convention of the Grand Lofige lu
Ne-w Westminster. lie says: "The Convention
Nvas uot only attendcd w-ith success. but g-reai
strides were taken towards the reduction of the
dceficit. xvbich foi' several ycars hiad existed. Ali
v,,ucededl it to be one of the most enthusiastie
and profitable conventions ev-rr held in that Do-
mnain, I was royalît- reccived, and ery-ýtiiîrg-
,was donc to make my visit lileasant and enjoy-
ablc. 1 w-as reî'eatedly assurcd that thcy -would
take liold of the situation with renctved vigor,
and endeavor to improve their condition finaîî-
eiaily and otherwise. No l)cttcr. no more en-
thiusiastic Pythians eau be found any-where

t~aîin British Columbia. My stay w-as -a con-
tinuai round of piaue'Snealtiiiî'g of the
rncnibership i n Canada generally. thr- 'Supre-me

(anelrsays: M.Ny beart bas, been tipuebed.
nüot onfly by tlic earnest 19bor of these bretbrepn
for flic good of the OrdPr. but but by tbeir

ptitedevotion to ouir Pr-publir lu the tryiug
dla-s throuzl h-*2cic we. as a nation. arc pass-
ing-. The flag- of Great Britain is dippcd to the
S-tars aud Stripes (if oui- glorlous Tnion-float-
ing- side b,. sid( iu lodge iois, on par-ades. and
on1 th-, public bulig.Political divisions ther-
-1r*e. but the Anglo-Saxon peopile to-dav are on'
in lieai-t in the war tba+ is beingý ýwag-ed foi, (,o'1

and humanity. The Mother Country and he-
cbhiid stand side by sidc. It augurs weil for- thr-
hoPe w- have ever ciîeri-hed that this (irder

shouid l)Cconic the flrst and foreniost fraternai
citvon th1'- Nor-th Anici-ican Contine-nt.-

Tbe Suprenw- Keeper cf Recor-ds and Sear's
rcprtias conIfinied (as it c-bould be) to facts

anîd figures, prescnted iii sucb a miannie- that ail
nat- obtalu any information that ight he d-

si!refi froni tbat ortice. Touchiug ou the stait of
ile Order, bie reports:

The total nuniber of subordinate lodgles. De'-
fllst, 1S97. w-as 6,6S3: total numbe- of inetnber-
Ibereof ou sanie date, 4'8.,269. a net -gain durine-
the caiendar yeaî- of 46 lrdges, and a net loss of
1.022 nieinbeî-s, and a un-t Zgain during- the years

IS96 and 1897 of 179 lodges, and 3,730 members.
It wili be notcd that we sustained a net ioss of
rreinbei-ship) during tbe past year, tbe first since
1878, but %%vhin w-e take ipxto cousideration the
epr-essed financiai condition of the country we

5;hculd congi-atuiate ourselves that theý ioss is
not lai-gex. We have doue as w-cil as any of the
fî-atei-nity organisations and better than most
cf them.

SI'PrZEM.E LODGE FINANCES.
There lias been much discussion duîing the

îia.st bieunial ter-ni, of the important subject of
thie finances cf the Supreine Lodge. Some of
this lias been temperate and just, and manifest-
iy inspired by an honest desîre to discover the
cause of ouir present financial condition and to
appiy the needed rernedy; mucb of it, unfortun-
ateiy, lias been ncither just noî- temperate. To
ail criticisrn of the conduct of Supreme Lodge
otrlcers-to ail asper-sion by innucudo of their
liersonal integrity in the handliug of Supremne

Ldefunds-the incumbent of this office de-
..;ires. as soie -ely. to subi-nit the figures îvhicb
folion-. They present a succinct and intelligible
resuine of the fluctuations of our- finances dur-
ing t1ic last six fiscal ycars, embracing three
bieunial teinis.

FolioNviug is a statement of the cash account
eçr the îeriod nained:
[k,-,iç:t- on baud, March 31, 1892 .. 58,191 00
iîterest o1 *deposits (Wilicy)--------720 (11

lteeii)ts, year euding M1farch 31, 1S93.. 93,389 69
Rcitycar ending -Mari-b 31, 1894.. 101,136 96

lZeccipts, year cnding March 31, 1895.. 88,330 50
cceilts, ycar ending March 301, 1896.. 66,210 72

itr-i-eipts, year ending Mla-ch 31, 1897.. 42,859 S2
lZeceipts, year ending iMai-ci 31, 1898.. 37,716 17

$488,554 86

Disburscnients, year ending daî-cb 31,
1S93--------------------100796 GO

Wiily dficit-----------------60,166 64
Disbuî-sements, ycar ending Mý\arcb 31,

1S9'--------------------63,415 46
1)iburemets.yeaî- cadi ng- Mai-ch 31,

1s't---------------------96,936 55
Disb11r-senirits, yeax- ending March 31,

1S96---------------------------....50,76f; 93
Disbui-sements, ycar euding- Mâai-ci 31,

189.-------------------68,630 78
Disoursements, year ending Ma-cii 31,

1898---------------------------....38.736 47
- :;lnce (,n baud, Mai-ch 31, 188 9,106 03

$48S,554 86

:ngto the fact that the conventions of the
Sur-ene Lodge are hield bieniniaiiy, the dis-

ii;i:îiieiits iii altcî-nate years ai-e incvitably
mu, hi lai-gex-. Iii o-deî-, therefo-e, tbat tne coým-
jzii on of the annual disbuî-sements w-ith an-
nu:- re-eipts inay be l)crfectly fair, ft is neces-

saythat tbe expeuditures caused directlyý by-
holiig a conveution of tiie Supi-eme Lodge--
th(- pay-î-oil. incidentai expenses of the coiveii-
t-on- csweh as the daily journal, postage, -etc-.)

th Ue printing of the officiai î-ecord--sheuld.be--
tiiniinatedl froni the auiounts given,:above...as -

-ss disbursernents. Wetbus obtain the ap-
lýic-d comparative statement of the receipts


