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from a duc regard to all the parties concerned,
than embrace the opportunity thus publicly to
give to the ungracions and unmerited slander, the
most decided and uncquivocal dentals

At the same simey it is a matter of unfeigned
regret that such an individual, bearing the sacred
character, should cherish n state of heart which
would disprse him to calumnuiate, first to the
Home Government, and then to the world at
darge, a body of Mussionary Mhinisters, in avowed
fratesnitiship with lumsell, who are peacefully
engaged in the duties of their momentous voca-
tion, They must themsclves be perfectly un-
conscious of having given the reverend gentleman
apy extenuating uvccasion of the impotent and
gratuitous endeavous to do them injury, by so re-
lentless a sactifice of their character on the flam-
ing altar of his fond political predilections,

On the pomt at 1ssue, they can conlidently and
cheerfully appeal to the Colounists in generaly and
especially to their beloved people thronghout the
Province, among whom your Journal so widely
circulates, They know ally and well do they
know, that the IVeslenan Methodist Munsters of
Lower Canana have not identihed themselves
with any ¢ oppositivn to the policy of the Gov-
ernor General,”?

We aie thankful to have such good grounds
for the persuasion, that our respected brethren in
the mimstry are deeply conscious they have a
tugher and a nobler calling than that of lending
themselves to objects, however laudable, which
nevertheless are nerely connected with the poli-
tics < of this world, and of the princes of this
world, which come to nought.® ‘They pray that
the honoured officess of their Most Gracious
Queen, and their fellow-citizens around them,inay
be divinely directed in these important matters to
lay a good foundation for public virtue and hap-
piness by the adoption of those principles of per-
sonal character and public policy ¢ which are ac-
cording lo godliness.” But as ministers of the
Gospcflhcy would not feel justified in intermed-

dling with any public questions, unless the-

interests of ¢ ScrirTurar Houiness ?? and the
salvation of the souls of men were absolutely
concerncd and involved. .

In any such an cvent, I hope indeed the
Wesleyan Ministers of Canada would not be in-
sensibie to their commandinf duty as the noral
watchmen of the beloved Isracl committed to
their care, and for whom it behoves them to
watch as they that must give account.

Yours respectfully,
A Meszer or TiE DisTnicr.

TO TIHE EDITOR OF TUL WESLEYAN,

Rev. Su,—1 perceive in the Wesleyan of the
13th inst. a ¢ litetary notice,” very properly con-
demning ¢ Combe’s Constitution of Man,” as a
work, ¢ Infidel in its tendency 3 the main de-
sizn, however, of the notice is evidently to biing
the stience of phrenology into disrepute.

Without being an apologist for ¢ The Constitu-
tion of Maw,’? permit me to ghserve : .

1, ‘Lhat there ave many objectionable prssages
in the book in question, and at the same time
many, on which a meaning may be put, which it
is hoped Mr. Conbe never intended,

2. That plirenojogy ig not responsible for the
crroncous theologicat-ogiinions which any of its
advocates may hold, no'more than is christianity,
for the pernicious doctrines, and heterodox notions,
which were taught and'held by many of its defen-
ders in all ages. :

3. That in order to prove the principles of
phrenology false, (if they are so,) it woull be
more proper to attack the science itself, than the
religious opinions of any man, or body of men,
unless it can be proved, that such opinions are the
legitimate offspring ofghrenology.

Permnit me further tdsay,that so far as the ¢Con-
stitution of Man ? agrees with phrenology, so far
it is correct, scripturally correct, and the reverse;
where it is not bome out by phrenology, it is
wrong ; that is, so far as mental philosophy, and
Christian cthics are concerned. In proof of this,
I may adduce the first paragraph quoted in the
Wesley an, viz: .

< Man’s corruption consists in the tendency to
abuse, his facultics; and not in any inherent
viciousness attributable to his nature itself.”

Here are two propositions manifestly at vari-
ance with each other. The first is in unison,
ywith phrenology, sonnd philosophy and scripture

~the other is opposed to all these—they are as
as follows:

1st. «¢ Man’s corruption conasists in the tendency
to abuse his faculties,”?

2l. ¢ Man’s corruption consists notin any inhe-
rent viciousness attrihutable to his naturcitself.”

In the first it is adnitted that man is corrupt,
and that this corruption consises in a fendency to
abuse his faculties, the question now arises,
whence this lendency? Reason, religion, phrenolo-
gy, all reply it is the result ofan inlierent vicious-
ness, altributable to his nature itselt—not certein-
ly to his orzanization, for then there could be no
virtue in the world,

I might lengthen this communication, but I
dare not trespass on your valuable columns ;—1
hope I have proved, that although the writer of
the ¢ notice,” may have shown, that Mr. Combe
is in error, phrenology is not at vanance with re-
velation, and cunsequently not associated with
infidelity.

Phrenology is no fanciful theory, it is the re
sttlt of patient investigation and close observation.
A scicace that has been teared to its present posi-
tion by the severest rules of inductive phitosophy,
— gives the only intelligent and rational account
of the phenomena of mind,—dsaws the linc of de-
marcation between the brute and the ran—
shows the reason of such endless variety in the
human character,—and when 1t becomes better
known, it may be made to throw light on many
passages of scripture now obscure, while it muy
lurnish another and new argument for the truth
of tevelation.

1 am, Sil’,
Your ohedient servant,

To mect the wishes of our respected correspon-
dent, we have inserled the above letter. Our
views, however, of the ¢ Constitution of Man *
and of Phrenology, are unaltered. Further notiee

of the subject we deem unnecessaty,—EbiTor.
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

MISSIONARY ANNIVERSARY.
Qurexc.—The Anniversary Sermons of our
Branch Wesleyan Mcthodist Missionary Socicly,
were preached on Sunday, the 11th ultimo, by the
Rev. R. L. Lusher, from Montreal. The public
meeting was held on the following Monday even-
ing. The Rev. Mr. Harvard was called to the
Chair. An excellent Report was read by the Rev.
Mr. Selly—the Meeting was subsequently ad-
dressed by . Langlois, Esq.—~Messts. Fisher,
M¢Leod, Campbell, Ray, Carwell and the Rev.
Mr. Lusher.  The weather wasunfavourable, the
altendance, however, at all the services was res-
pectable, and the amount of contributions rather

more than at the previous Anniversary,

HUMAN SACRIFICES AMONG THE KHOONDS, IN
INDIA,

Turse sacrifices are usually offered to ¢ Thada
Debta,”? or the Earth, represented as a Bird.
These bloody rites were discovered by the Briti<h
Authorities in the country. One of them thus
describes the horrid practice, in areport to Govern-
ment :—

I made a gross mistake, in thinking these peo-
ple are not Idolaters :—they are worse even than
the Hindoos, for they offer human sacrifices to
their deittes. The principal one is a peacock
with three heads. From all I can learn, it would
appeat that the Molekoos (Chueftains) of the dif-
ferent Mootahs (Districts) take it by turns to offer
a human sacritice annually, to ensure prolific
crops; but an offering is frequently made at other
times, to avert or remove an evil, A spot being
cleared in the immediate vicinity of a village, a
girl, the most common sacrifice, is put to death by
the blow of an axe. The body 1s then removed {o
the village; in the centre of which, a peacock,
carved in wood, with three heads, is pfaced on the
top of a long pole, over which the blood of the
victimis sprinkled, The body is then divided
into as many parts as there are villages in the
Mootah: each of these parts is again divided, so
as to give 2 portion to each family ; and these the

again divide into the smallest possible pieces,

which they bury in their houses or around their
fields. The Molekoos frequently have a child,
sometumes children, purchased, ot taken in their
matzuding expeditions in the low country, to brin
up for this expiess purpose: they treat them with
kindness, perhaps for years, till they are required
for an offering : the more full-grown and perfect,
the better: a male, though less common, is pre-
ferred,

Other ceremonics attending this crael practice
are thus desciibed :—

When the appointed day arrives, the Khoonds
assemble from all parts of the country, dressed in
their finery ; some with bear-skins thrown over
their shoulders, others with the tails of peacocks
llowing behind them, and the long winding teather
of the jungle-cock waving on their heads. Thus
decked out, they dance, Jeap, and revel ; beating
drains, and playing on ui instrument not unlike
in souud to the Highland pipe. Soon after noon,
the presiding priest, with the aid of his assistants,
fastens the unfortunate victim to a strong post,
fimly fixed into the ground ; and then, standing
erecty the living sacrilice suffers the unutterable
torture (humanity shudders at the recital) of hav-
ing the flesh cut off from his bones in small pieces
by the knives of the savage crowd, who rush on
him and contend with each other for a portion of
the gory and quivering substance. Great value
is altached to the first morsel thus severed from
the viclin’s body, for it is supposed to possess su-
perior virlues, and a proportionate eagerness is
evinced to acquire jt,

Ca';tain Campbell writes from Goomsur, on the
25th Febroary, 1838:—

In my late expedition among the wild Khoonds
of Goomsur, I have received no less than 103
children of various ages, who were intended foi
sactifice by these batbarians, These children are
now at Head-quarters, and form a most interesting
groupe—happy, such as were aware of their situ-
a}llion, in having escaped the fate which awaited
them.

We have been told much of the mildness and
harmlessness and morality of the natives of India;
so that some, bearing the Christian name, have
gone so far as to declare openly that it was a work
of supererogation to introduce Christianity among
them. So true is it, that the God of this world
hath Hinded the minds of them thaf believe not,
But wisdom is justified of all her children. The
more the real state of the natives of India has
been brought to light, the more emphatically true
has that_dcclaration of Holy Writ been found—
The durk places of the carth are full af the habita-
tizns of cruclly.

How long, O Lord, holy and true, how long shall
it he, cre the blessed period arrives, when the
bloody xites of superstition and idolatry shall cease
for ever, and the blessed Kingdom of Christ be
established, which is RiGHTEOUSNESS AND PEACE!
Olsstir up the hearts of Thy people to cry mighti-
ly unto Ihee, and to give Thee no rest until Thou
shalt give unlo Hix the heathen for Hisinheritance,
and the utlermost parls of the earth for his posses~
sion /—Missionary Register.

Reticrous Statistics.—The following infor-
mation, collected with much trouble by the com-
mittec of the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign parts, is extremely important :

Chrigtians, . . . . . . . 260,000,

Jews, « v ¢ . 0 ¢ o e . 4,000,000
Mahometans, + « . . « . 96,000,000
Idolators of all sosts, . . . . 500,000,000

Total population of the world, . 860,000,000

The above statement is copied from the London
Watchman. We think there is some mistake,and
that the total population of the World is more
than is here stated. The probability is that the
number of Mahometans is greatly underrated.—
Ep. Wes.

BarrisT Arrican MissioNn.—The Rev. Mr.
Clark, formerly of Jericho, in Jamaic2, and Dr.,
Prince, formerly of that Island, have lately em-
barked on an expedition to the Western coast of
Africa, with a view to the institution of a mission
in that part of the world, under the auspices of
the Baptist Missionary Society.

MARRIED.

At St. Johns, N. B. on the 28th October, by the
Rev. William Temple, the Rev Stepben Bamford, to

Y| Mies Abigail Kirk, eldest daughler of Mr. Abdiel

Kirk, Musical Profesaor, °



