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scinuce uf him whoee businoss ja 1o dore- fifght %51l again ehiue upon him in heaven,
lope, and to gused, and to nurture it yet|'Che blessom which withered bere upon its
unavpkened senmibiities.  Tkin 18 Like re.  £lalk hat beon transplanted thero toa place
woning baptsin upward on a lugher vantage : of endurance ; and st will then gladden that
ground. ll s nasigning for it a statton of lo_vo which now woeps out the agony of an
command and of custody at the very foun. affoction that has been sorely wounded ;
tan head of moral mfluenre ; and wo ropeat{and in the name of Huu who if o earth
it to bu well that Chrisiamty should havejwould have wept along with them, dv we
hiere tixed one of st sacraments; that it bid all behevers {nrosom to surrow not even
shoull hiave reared such a security aroutd ' as others wlieh have uo hopo s but to take
the irth of overy untnortal ; that ot should|comfort m the thought of that country
have ke constituted baptisin, as to render ity where there 18 no sorrow and no separa.
a gunle and a guardinn, whose post 18 by, tion,

tho cradle of tho infant spinit; and which,
from counng ite contact with the first
clements of tmtion, has, we doubt not, from
this presiding emnmence, done much to sus-
tain and perpetuate the fath of the Gospel
from generation to generation,

Wg bove one obeervation more.  Bap.
tisn, viewed ns a sesl, marks the promse
of God, to grant the nghteausness of fath
to lum who 1 unpressed by 1t ; but, viewed
as & sign, 1t marks the existence of ths
fath.  Butf it bo not a true sign, it & not
an obhigatory seal. Howho belioves and 18
baptizad shalt o sased. But he who s
baptized and believos not shall be damncd.!

H() when 8 mother meets on high
‘The tinbe ohe fuet iR tafhucy.
$lath ehe not thes, fot cares and fears,
The duy of wou tha watchful night,—
Foeall her sncgowe. all her teary,
An over-psyient of delight §*

We have put forth theso romarke, not
for the purpose of mspiring & very violent
«distaste towards the practice of others
"respect of baptisin, but of reconciling you
|to your own ; and of protecting you from
Iany disturbance of mind on account of their
targuments, It forms no peculmnt{ of the

much in matters connected witl Chris.
tiapity ; butat forms a very pleasing pecu-
It 18 not the circumersion which availethy ja ey that men ean do nowv what thioy sel.
but a new creature. It18 not the baptsi gom “did before: they can agree to differ.

winch avatlgth, but the answer of a goodi \wyh zeal for the eseentiale, they can now
conscsence.  God hath given a ternible de-

monstration of the utter worthlessness of ay o (heir fath; and under all the v
sign that 18 deceitful, and hath let us know |y, ch they wear, whether of complexion or
that on that event as a seal st 18 dwsolved.j of oyrward ohservance, can recognise the
He thus stands emancipated from all hsyprherhood of a common doctrine, and of a
promises; and adds to lus direct vengeance| copmon spitit, among very many of the
upon miquity, a vengeance for the h)'}’"“m(xlcrq denonnnations of  Christendom.
crisy of its lying ceremonial.  When ay¢ppe fine winch measures off the ground of
whole circuncised nation lost the 'l"""l\'ltnl and evangelical rehgon from the ge-

ariety

though tiey retamed the letter of the ordi.
nance, he swept itaway. The presence of | o effaced from observation; and the lati-

tlo«‘uome; that they have waged a very
noble and suceessfil war with the hiydra of
Antinonmanism, that perhaps there is not
a moro {ntellectual community of Ministers
in our island, or who have put forth to their
number a greater amount of mental power
(and memwal activity in the defence and
llusteation of vur cotmnon faith, and, what
m bettor than all the triumphs of genius or
understanding, who, by their zeal, and fide.
Ity, and postoral Inbour, ammong the con-
gregatious whiel they have reared, have
donie tmare to awell the lsts of genuvine
dixcipleship in the walks of private society ;
and thus both to uphold and to extend the
hving Christianity of our nation—~Chalmers.
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LAWS OF INTRRIRETATION,

I. The tirst of all the laws of interpreta-
tion is certainly this: to endeavour to in.
vestigate the senec of a wniting or passa
which is to bo interpreted according to the
sigmtication wluch the general usago of the

iago in which we live, that men differ ro|langtinge, or alro the well known particular

ueago of the writer, connects with the words
which he employs.  The rule, 1n ono word,
amounts to this; we should seek, in the
first place, the hiteral sense of every paseage
to he interpreted, as it must be afforded,

i tolernte each other in the circumstantials)either by the general usage, or Ly one

wiich 18 peculiar to the writer. DBut wh
this must be sought first, is a point whicf;
need not be explained toany one ; for every
man's natural sense will tell him why, and
will also mstinctively bring him first tothis
means of exposition.  *

It 18 indeed natural for every one to pre-
sume, that a man who intends to make

neral ungodliness of our world, must never] lumself understood by another, can use his

words only in a sense which others also

the letter, we have no doubt, heightened )y ginarianiem which would tread it under |attach to them, or, if he uses them in ano-
the provocation; and beware, ye parents, | fot must be fairly avoided ; and an unpreg-|ther sense, can only use them in sucha

who regularly hold up your cluldren to thejyaple sacredness must be thrown around
baptism ot water, and maise their bapusin, thar people who stand pecuharized hy therr
by the Holy host no part of your concern l devotedness and their faith from the general
or of your prayer, Jest vou hiereby awell|{pylk of a species who are of the earth and

the judgments of the iaud, and brng d"“’"lcanmy. There are Jand marks between

one as others will immediately recognise to
be lus. The reader will therefore take his
expressions only in a signification in which
every other man takes them when they
occur also elsewhere, or in that in whicfu

the sore displeasuro ot Gud upen your{the cluldren of light and the children of{he 15 elsewhere, a8 15 well known, accus.

faxp}lxes. | darkness, which can never be moved away ;

This afforde, we thibk, something more;ang it were well that the habit of profes-
than a dublous ghmpee mnto the question|giye Chnstians was more formed on the
that 1s often put by a distracted mother,yprnciple of keeping up that it of sepa.
when Ler babe 18 taken away from her;|ration wiich obtams between the church
when all the converss it ever had with theian the world; =o that they who fear God
world amounted to the gaze upon it of ayghould talk often together ; and when they
few months, or a few opemng simles, which; 4o go forth by any voluntary movement of
marked the dawn of felt enjuvment; and)their own on those who fear Hm not, they

tomed to employ them. Let a man first
mvestigate this with care, and in most cases
he will find very little ore to be necessary
in order to determune the true sense of his
author.

‘This no one has doubted, and no one can
doubt, who 18 possessed of 2 sound under-
standing. Stl), there have been expositors,
as will be noticed hereafter in the history

cre 1t had reached perhaps the hisp of m-ghould do it 1n the spinit and wath the com-jof tus subject. who have mantained, that

fancy, 1t, all unconscious of death, had 1oy passionate purpose of Missionaries. But
wrestle through a period of sickness withywhile we holid it necessars to raise and to
its power, and at length to be overcome by sirengthicn the wall by which tae fold 1s
it Ut dttle knew what an mterest 1t hadj gyrrounded ; and that not for the purpose
created 1n that howme where it was so PaSS-Iof intercepting the flow of kindnese and of
ing a visitant; nor, when carried to ats| Christian phulanthropy from within, but for
carly grave, what a tile of emotton 1t wouldthe purpose of intercepting the streams of
raisg amony the few acquamtances 1t ha {contammnation from without; we should
left behind it! On 1t, too, baptism was{like to see all the lines of partition that
uppressed as a seal, and as a sign 1t was|have been drawn in the fold tself utterly
never talsified. ‘There was no pomtive nu-yswept away. This 18 fair ground for the
betiet 11 1ts hitle bosom 5 no resistance yetvarch of latitudinariamsms; and that, not for
put torthi to the truth; no luve at all forthe the object of thereby putting down the sig-
darkness rather than the hght; nor had it nals of distinction botween one party of
yet 1allen mto that great condemnationjChristians and another, but, allowig cach
Wihuch tvitd attach to all who perish becanse jto wear its own, for the object of associat
of unbeliel, that their deeds are evil. . It lanng them by all the ties and the recogni-
micresing 1o know that God nstituted|tons of Christian fellowship. In this way,
crreumcision for the intant children of the e apprehend that there will come at length

{understanding enou
explaviing Scripturd & must be the first
care to understand the senso in which the
texpmcaionn of the writerw were in part
(kenerally employed in other places, and m
part by themeelvea in particular. ‘They all
;pereeived too, that, for this purpose, it was
necowsary to becotne acquunted both with
’l)w Ianguage in general, and with the par-
ticular usage of the wnters. Many of them
supposed that they had formed such
acquaintance 5 but how did this knowledge
of language appear in certain periods !

Whas there not a time, when it was
thought that cvery thing in the Bible mu«t
bo mterpreted properly,* because the figu-
rative language of the East was utterly un-
known? 1Vas there not another tune, Where
expoeitors would see no IHobraiss in the
Janguage of the New Testament, because
it was taken for granted, that all which the
Holy Spirit communicated by inspiration to
the apostles must be pure Greekl And
was there not again another, and a long

riod, when men could find mo other sense
in the expressions of Scripture, but what
the doctrinal usage of language belouging
to later centuries had counected with them,
without a suspicion that they theinselves
and their ege could have attached to them
any other iean?

he result ig evident. It is equally evident
that sucha result conld not but take place;
and moreover. it is now evident, and the
reason is also clear, that interpretation
could not make sure pro§rcss. unti! sacred
phillogy was cultivated with more zeal,
and with the assistance of superior aidy,
with better taste and more learning. OxvLy
THE PHILOLOGIST CAN BE AN INTEKPREYER.
it & true, that the office of interpretation
reduires more than mere philology or an
acquaintance with language; but all those
other qualifications that may belong to it are
useless without this acquaintance, whilst,
on the contrary, in very many cases nething
more than this is necessary, for correct
interpretation.

The truth of this observation will be
shown by the additonal general laws of
interpretation, winch must now be adduced,
in reference to thuse cases, which mere
krowledge of language is uot sufficient to
explain.

I. The second general Iaw of interpre-
tation is this: always to explain with a view
to the spirit and ode of thinking of the
age for which a writing way iinmediately
intended ; or, to express this in clegrer and
more general terms,—that mnay always be

different principles may apply to the Rible ;] considered as the true senwe of the writer
who, for this very reason, do not desene toto be explained, which, either alone, or at
be refuted.  Yet, if all Ind arreed in this—- least as the most natural sense, could be
if all mterpreters had procceded on this,sugpested by his expreseions to the wmen,
first law of exposition, it would still be very to whom and for whom he wrote.f
casy to explain how tho greatest variety of| \When the rule is expressed in this fesm,
interpretations must, notwithstanding, bclthe rcason of it also is so clearly recog-
introduced, and equally evident is it \\'bencelniscd, that no development can be neces-
they must spring. sary even to the most uneducated man.
In the application of this principle all‘E\‘cry writer wishes indeed %o be under-
depends on the correctness and sccuracy jstood naturally. Consequently, he will not
of our knowledge of language, and these only always employ his expressions in the
can, must, and will ever be exceedingly sense which his readers will comnect with
varions. When an interpreter understands them, but, in the ideas which he comnuni-

an expression merely according to thecates to them, he will always be governed
proper, and not also according to the figu.{by their ability to comprehend, and will pay

rative signification, which the usage of lan-

expositions must Lo sometimes produce

Jews, anl at least sutfered baptism for the to be the voluntary surrender of many of{from the exposition given by others! Ano-

mant cluldren ot those who ]:rofess (;hns-gour evisting distinctions, which will far more
tistuty. Should the ciuld die m infancy, roadily give way by being tolerated than

ther may indecd have a suficiently full and
correct acquaintance with the general usage

the use of baptism as a sign has never been | hy being fought against. And this is just{of languare; he may know with great ac-

thwarted by it: and way we not be per- the feehng in which we regard the diffe-
mitted 1o andulge a hope so pleaming, as; rence that obtains on the subject of baptism.
that the use of baptsut as a seal remans( It may snbside into one and the samne style

in all its enuireness, that He who sanction- | of observ tion, or it may not. It is one of|unknown to him; consequently, he does
ed the aﬁi.\*m{: of 1t 1v a babe will fulfil y ; X K
10

le espression of this ordi- |
nauce! \ndwhenwe couple with this the the mean time, let the portals of a free ad.| different then must be the sense which he
mittance upon both sides be multiplied as|finds, from that which another derives by
fast as they may along the whole extent of | means of a nicer knowledge of Iu:snage!

ing to

upon it the w

known disposition o our great Forerunner;
the Jove that he mamtested to clildren on
carth; how he suffered then 10 approach
lits person; and, lavisking endearment and
kinduess upon them an the streets of Jeru-
salem, told his disciples that the presence
and cutpany of such as these n heaven
formmed une ngredient of the joy that was
set bejore imn: tell us if Christiamty do
not throw a ploasing radance around an
infant’s toub ! And should avy parent who
hears us feel softened by the louching re-
wembrance of a hight tat twnkled a few
short wonths under ks root, and at the ead
of its Litle period oxpired; we cannot think
that we venture 100 {ar when we say that
he Las only 15 perseyere in the faith and in
the following of 1ae Goapel, and that very
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those innt * partitions which may at length
be overthr ~@ by mutual consent; but, in

it3 and let it no longer be confounded with| And if again another explains, acco

the outer wall of the great Christian temple,

but be instantly recognised as the slender}to be a peculiarity of the Hellenistic dialect,

partition of one of its apartments, and the

door of which is opened for the visits of| vaty, merely from this one caune!

welcome and kind intercourse to all the
other members of the Christian family.

Let it never be forgotten of the Particular]periods of Christianity, and among its diffe-

Baptists of England, that they form the

denowmination of Fuller, and Carey,and Rv-{becn exceedingly various, is neceesary, in
land, and Hail, and Foster; that they have|order 10 show moet plainly, how, in different

originated the tost of all Mis.
siogluy unuqmmw 3 ﬁa%yhmm‘ h.
¢d the Christian literature of sue cowntry

withtlthwi:a' of the most-exaled piety;;
as well ai'ol-the first talont, and The ficat{3

curacy all the significations in which a
word is generally taken, while, at the same
time, the peculiar usage of the writer is

not know the precise meaning in which the
writer is accustomed to use the word. How

the pure Greek idiom, what a third percerves
how rercarkably must their interpretations

Scarcely any thing but this single con-
gideration, founded on fact, that in different

rent eects, the knowledge of language has

and among diflerent uch
:Igwe:niﬁcda;!n'pnzom. m

regard to their particular manner of forming

guage attaches to it, what widely different|conceptions of subjects, and this either in-

tentionally, or because, as it i comman to
the whole age, it is also his own.

< That is, Kterally.

1 To preveat the possibility of misapprehendiag the
authos’s moaning, I beg loave to u;m—-vl_uﬂxow-
ever, can hardly cscape the obeervation of all discerning
readers—tbat the rule does not direct the interpreserto
allow the spicst and modo of thinking of the age 0
wodify or do away the evideut meenlug of s pasesge,
but merely te sssist him in ascertaining wiat 1be meao-
ingis. In Joa with 1be subject i may be proper
10 add another considaration, in itsell very evidesnt, and
et not sufkcieatly attoaded 1o by soms com.
westators. Before the interpreter appeals 1o the spint
and mode of thiaking of his authoc's age, is orderto
fllsatrate 8 supposed dificuity, Jet im asceriain with
83 much cretainly as the oaee will admt, what shat
spint is, last he apply a peincipic atideg oot of his
imagisstion, rather than ono supplied by bistceic evi
dence. It 1 3aid b‘y'm Commen tors, that tho nar-
rativa of our Lotd's templation is ealy a ]

roprosentazion of evil and distrosisg thoughts ariisg
in hie mind, which e ntrongly and the pre-
vented Il;o antursl m-n o oo"cl’ nl::.uo;':. u::d x:‘u
'.l»eyn S TCPTesen s AETEOR! to MMAN
ner, ni inthe ;fhit oﬂh: apostelic age, ne 3f the devil
had amaulied Mim with temptations. 8o sgun, thd
aoconut of an sppesrance of an angel 10 Zacharise, and
sleo s Mary, merely denones Ihe providential agency of
God, expressed accocding to the mode of thinking pre-
valent At that tuma. Befire such Tepresestatioss of
spparest facts con advance aay clalm 10
rtmh?’:tu‘s;:bom- that such was nboimno:
Miaking, axpresning one’s ;boc‘c« -%

| ahand o8, Mnong the. "“l'."“;‘ Now
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