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rightly, ta VINO OUT." It Can ottiy ap-
ta things future, things yet to bc dis-
red, and invariably implies a previous un-
inty or incomplete know!edge. If, there-
I aucss at any thing, 1 inevîîably mean,
1 arit endeevouring te discovcr samething,
ýh4di. 1 am not yet fully informed. But
algar use of the word "giuess" violates
trules, and applies it indiscrituinately, to

Ysof which the gtîcsseris already thorotîgh-
ignisant, and wvhich are actually past and
accomuplishced. Titus, one ilil enquire,
Syou sec 31r. S. ycsterday!" ilie reply

be, "l1guess Idid;" or if the question be,
âo saw Mr. S. yesterday V" thc answer
be, IlIguess Isaw him myseif ;" aithotîgiti
%vwas neither uncertainty, norinforination

discovered by thc guesser, nor future oc-
tuîce invoived in the gucssing; thc person
:ssing," weil l nowing et thte time titat thc
'y lad aiready happencrl, and that hie wvas
;eîf the ector ia il.

le adjective IlSinart," rîghtly expresses
ts, apparent ta and affectîng two only of
)odiy senses, viz., those of sig-ht and fcel-
Sand lias no legîtîmate reference t0 moral
tics or corporeal ecîdowvments. Thus,
bing gatîdy or showy in appearûnce, is
erly "sinart;" and we speak correctly
t wve say, that a person vcry finely or
1 drCst, is very smeart: tisis the definition
e terni, in reference ta abjects judged of by
ýye: wviff regard ta o eli ng r ec

ch is ontly a species of feeli ng,) any thingc
-rent, bris!;, aculc, quick, or giving lirely

is correcily termced smart. But when
adjective is applied to persoal qanlities,
1ther mental, moral or corporeal, it is an
ze and corruption ; and tîterefore ta spealz
smnart inan, wlien we mean a clever man,
,tgenious man, atn active tita, att inteili-
or an uîtriglit mati, is an utîwarrantabie

'crsio.n of thc truc mien.niing. of the wvord,
a vulgarizy wii shouid ha carefuily

ded.

imilnrly abti'ud is the ndjective "clcver,"
genuine defitiuiion of %vhiclt ts s8kilful,

!crous, or Teady." llence, this terra is
ropriately appiied only ta denole mental or
ýh.tnical talent; antd when we speak of a

ý r mtan, wvc ought ta inîcod, dieu be is n
u4, an ingcniozs, a dc-xieroits, or a wecll-

Irmcd man. The vtlgar practice, therefore,
ýsing ilie word Ilclettr," ta denote good
~ r, auti abdUiy of disposition, mniliess of
nVCotr, anîd similar qualities, is an tînjue-

tifiable innovation, and cannot ho tolerated in
edttcated society.

We corne now ta a terni whieh, more per-
haps than eny other, is commonly used, on
this side the Atlantic, in a broad and compre-
hiensive manner, t0 exoress every modification
of its original or relative meaning, for which
the polite usagres of the old country have long
since substituted other appellations. The ad-
jective Ilsjctc," correctly means, "aflid.ed viti
diseese, disgusted." The first of these defini-
tions may stricily be considered to apply, ta
every description of malady or indisposition,
and in this sense it appears t0 bc universaliy
used on this continent. No malter what the
nature, te quality or ilie degree of disagree-
ableness with which uhe unhappy patient niay
be afflictcd, he is invariably pronounced "6ick;"
and titis nauseating terni is used by ail classes
on ail occasions, 10 denote every personai
malady. Iu shoiuld be remembered, however,
that among the educated classes of the mother
country, this indiscriminate use of the word
"sick" has long been utterly obsolete; and it
is now neyer empioyed, ta denote any other
grade or species of disorder, than actuai nau-
sea, the effeet, of a revol¶ing and painful de-
rangement of the viscera, sucit as is common-
iy produced hy the motion of the sea. The
terma Isick," therefore should on no accounit
be used, by those who pretend t0 ordinary re-
finement of speech, for any other purpose than
ta express something rnuseotîs or disgusting;
but in aIl cases of speaking of disordered
lieaîith, the words "il]," Ilunwell," or Ilindis-
postd," shouid be prefcrred. Frequently have
I witnessed the astonishînent of persans ar-
riving here front. the cld coun:ry, on hearing
among us te common utterance of this un-
i)lersanc. adjective; whiciî, to their ears, con-
veyed only impressions of disgust and vul-
,gariîy; and to avoid, therefore, the continu-
ance of this ollence against .ltc polite usage of
society, let us abolisit the objectionable expres-
sion, and substitute a more refined and delicate
phraseoiogy.

By a perversion similar to that already al-
luded to, with regard 10 ilie termn I '<dr," the
word "ugiy" is also frequently misemployed
arniong us. <'Deormed,offe>uive iathcsigh4,"
is the legritiniate uneanîng- of this formidable ad-
jective; it is strictly applicable, tîterefore, only
to îtevisible appeatrande of objeets, and cannot
ho correedly employed ta describe moral or
mental qualities or infi, ,nities. Hence, the
common errov, of speaking of a perdoit of tut-

Ihgppy teffpér or crabbed dispoition, as en


