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BLUE - CIOTTOIDS.

APRI, lying, at the southiern end- oe thie iBay of Naples,
is one of the niosr, beautiful islands in the world, -and

-one of its uiost iîiteresting pints is-eBu rto h cliff
looks so mawssive as your skiff glides along its foot you- would
neyer dreain that -%aves could hiollow deep caverns in it; but
suddenly your boatiiian tells you to stoop and the boat-slips
throughrl an opening rising thrce feet above water, and not to
.be entered except in the-calmiest weather. There is-no transi-
tion froin- briglit Italian sunsh)ine -to--dee-pest glooi. Wlien
you rega1in tlie use -of- your eyes the scexie ispeýrfectly fairy-
-like.- Tl-ings hiave «- suffered- a s--- .h!ange into somnething rich
and rare." Every rippie is of 1- ue flame. The oars drip
moi01en silver. Above water al is by contrast nîuddy brown,
even the face of -tliat-fair Elîîglisli girl opposite. The boatmian
-plungres in for a franc, and Io- the dark Mlalian. lias become,
an Olynîpian god witli slîining, celestial linibs,-a statue lin
burnislîed, livingr silver. is lîead alone is above water, and
remains of the darkest bronze. WAe wondered at first why
cverything under water -%vas so- brighltly lighlited while al
above wvas darli, -but an explanation is not liard to- find. Al
the liglît tlîat- enters the grotto is-refiected -from- the bottoîn
outside, anid so -takes on -the 'vivid bine of- the water of thîe
Mediterraneani. This accounts for flic color. Most -of thîe
lighbt entering -the grotto strikes thie surface of thîe water froin
below a-ýt suchi an z.ngle as to be totally reflected. In tlîis way
it illuininates only wh1at-is bencatlî tlîeý surface. Any one can
study total reflection _by -holding a tumbler -of water above
-Qie -level of luis oye so0 as to see tlîé lamip-lig,çlît, -for exaimple,
ïcefiected froin the surface. 'The gçleain --vil b1 iebrnise
nietal. But while we are thieorizingç o*n tliese charrningr effects
the boatniian -lias once more taken Ihis seat, and we glide out
-of fairy land into thîe dazziingr sunilighrlt of-everyday Italian-life.-

Nothing- can be compared -witlî this Gaprian cave but
.-rottoes hew"%n -in tue-ice of a glacier. The -light thiat reaclies

106 [Decembev,


