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cal, vegretable, and animal existence-into matter and force.
And now I ask your consideration of one more inference froîn
this system, whichi is the one I hiad in view whien I announced
the subject of this sermon, IlA Corollary of Evolution." It is
this: According to the principles of evolution, the original fori
in which the universe existed from eternitv mnay have been the
spiritual forin-thoughit, emotion, volition, wisdom, love, niighit,
omniscience, omnipotence, and intinite benevolence-a form per-
fectly convertible into gravitation, motion, Iight, and heat.
And against the supposition that the original form of the uni-
verse was that of spiritual existence there is, under the systein
of evolution, no reasonable presurnption or probability, and no

*Just objection, except that it is orthodox. Some hasty and in-
considerate philosopher may objeet off-biand that it is contrary
to the known course of evolution; that, the higher forais of
motion, like thoughit and feeling, slîould preccde the lower, such
.as heat, Iighit, and vegetation; that, in fact, the lower forms
always precede the higher in course of development. But the
answer is obvious: tlîat this objector lias forgrotten to what
scale his "known course of evolution " lias been mapped ; that
what he knowvs of the course of evolution does not really repre-
sent a curve longr enougrh to furnishi the elements for computingr
the course Of nature. He dreams that his paltry millions or
billions or trillions of years make rather a long tinie from -%vlich
to estimiate the rest,,vhereas they are only a tick of the clock.
Hie speaks of the courýe of evolution, as if there mnighlt not hav-e
been a score of successive and diverse courses of evolution, fromn
tlîe nebula back to the nebula again, since time beg(,,an. Hie
speaks of time; w'e are speakingr of that whichi was before tiine
-fromn eternity, concerningr whichi his science and bis specula-
tion are alike confessedly and hopelessly at fauit. Hie lias rele-
.gated it ail to the U-nknowvable. fie lias to deal ivith two ele-
mnents, and only two, that niake up the universe-matter and
force; both of thein variab le, convertible, and reconvertible in
form; both of them indestructible and unereatable in essence.
.As they cannot cease to be, so they canuot begrin to be. Uhle8s
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