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liberty, kept Up by a paliant l'e% ini tie rude
fastuesses of tihe moountain land; the strife for
frcedom, "lbequeathedl from bleedingr t.îre to.
son," found lifting chroniciersq in tie l'ervidl
harps o et Uiandering minstrels, wVho ient
down the thrîlling legends front bard to bard,
till a more advanced ago rediuced flic crude
narrative to ivriting, and printing utnnia*ely
insured it against destruction.

For a time, a nation mnay attenipt to forget
its cil traditions, and take te uîsclf a faise and
spurious lirerature, f'oreign to the genitis both
of its language and its owvn character; but
nature %vill, after a spc, rc-asserr her right,
and bring back the diverted strcamt to its legîti-
mate channels. IVe have a strikingr illustration
of the truth of tfis position in the history of
English poetry. In thse early part of the intt
century, the taste or prejudices of flic age fiad
alinost completely discarded the genuine Eng-
lish lyrie, snd in its stead bail adopted cither
the cold and foreign tinsal of the ancient cias-
aic, tricked out mn a mpodern stage drcss, or a
feise andstilted sentîmentality equally unmanly
and unreal. But the ago that could tolerace
Ge.rrick's M acheti, arrayed in the full.bottcmed
wig and broad flaps of George Il., coutl casily
endure thse destruction of its own vtçgoreus
minstrelsy. Dr. Perey at last published lus;
"eReliques cf Ancient Poetry," and thougli
exposedl at first to the polîsned railcry of thc
Addisonian critics, and flic clephantine Ecarcnm
af the clumsy Johnson, ulimately succeeîled
mn hurling front tiseir tisrone the twin usurpers,
chsicality, and affiected-sentiment, and re£cu-
ing fromn darkncss and chains thse enslaved
gpfmus of bis ceuntry's genuine poetry.
Eety one conversatstwith the aunais of the lat

tr2ntUfl', is aware of thse effect, of thus bringing
baek the taste of tho age to tho "lpure weil of
English undefiled," and of seeking for modela
pf imitation in the simple but truc and hearty
reliques of ancient poetry, steeped as it ever îs
in thse gensîjue feelings of thc people among
whona it had its birth, and cf whose existence
it aight be said te have fornsed a part. The
lyrics of Spain ail breathe of the strifes and
achievements cf ifs ancient history,---of the
gallant bearing of a nation bencath thse over-
whelsning weigbt cf invasion. Tii Swiss and
thse Tyrolese deiight in the free strains that
sing of Tell and IHofer. The Seat has his
Wallace and Bruce; the Irishuisu his Brian and
O'Neill; but thse Anserican is destitute êof ail

theýe. Tite inhabitant of this Continent hait
ltle, if nny, carly recollections te bo entwined
svith flic local characteristjcs of tho land ho
inhabits: lie lias te cast his eycs beycnd an
ocean, shotuld lie ask for logends or memories; of
the past Io aNwaken the inspiration of thse proý-
sent.

An attempt has been made by American
iuithors, te form poetic mratoriais mn the stîrring
history of their Itevolution, but the'subject
possessed ne poetîc chnrmn or lyrical associa-
tion, und tlic attcmpt tlsough still rcpcated,
%vas, is, aîîd ever %vil be a failuire.

Tîse cisaracteristic of transatlnntic mind, is
an almost îînivcrsal svant of imagination. Ail
the perceptive and reasoning fisculties mnay be
strorig andl active, but this faculty is unques-
tionably thse rarest in tise întellectual endow-
ment of a native o? tîjis Continent. His
edîîcatîon, bis habits, bis predilections, aIl miii-
tate against is succesa in the patha of fancy,
or tlîe flowery wvalks o? poctýc ecation. History
îs a pursuit naturally forcîgn te his habit cf
thinking, for hîs osvn country, thse youngest
boru of nations, has but hittle of bier own, and
ne locul entsusinas, Ilhat essential cf the higli-
est order of annalist, can prompt him, should
lie take the pat occurrences of other landa for
lis theme. l'le languageo in svhich ho speaks
and thinks, i,; but a borrowed medium, a lan-
pîage in which bave exccllcdl thse greatest
mnasters tînt bave cvcr ennobled an earthly
tongue, and ss'ho must, in thc ricb excess cf
their brigistness, outdazzlc and outsbiue the
highest efforts o? a nation et'imîtators. HencD
the American wvritcr cannot but fe, that how
fur soever ho mnay outstrip ail rivais that stris'o
wvith his on bis own shorc, a hopelesa contest
sutîl awvails hit i'ith thse aimost invincible
giant of Eniitsh literature, vs'ho requ.res from
bis transaiantic childrcn unreservcd homago
and fcalty, in retuvru for lits extending to them
thse rîch boon of his glorous language, and the
prîceless treasures eof his departed votaries, as
m1 odels te guide their tamste,-beacons te light
t hein on their patis te intollectuat celebrity,
should thcy have courage to attempt its peril-
ous as-cent. In saui couimunities, distinct in
habit and peculiar in language, an author of
mçoderate abitity msay tise te distinction, and be
known te thse world as the first poet, novelist,
or historian ofitis country, tLought in thse gene-
raI assembiy of litcrary tale:ît, bis place might
be far front foremost. An Amnrc.an, isowever,


