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trious institutions, though our modemn adepts
prutend to trace its origin up to the sons o? King
David. However that may be, we repeat that
Freemasonry was a serions and strong institution.
It protected the weak, and bonoured the strong,
and fiourished because it was wise and just.

The place iute whicb Eric and bis sister were
introduced was a broad and long hall, forming
the whole basemeut of the bouse. Alil around
the apartment might be read sentences framed
in circles of oak leaves. Here and there bung
masonic trophies. Upon a raised platform stood
an iron tripod, summouuted by a level whicb
balanced itslf from the arcb.

The fête wbicb had gathered the Freemasons
of Paris together was init£ndçd for the soiemn
reception of a new adept. Wbcn the candidate
enterud, Eric and Eve were botb struck with the
samne thought; they bad seen that man somewhere
before. He was a young man o? lendur but
nurvous form ; bis long, pale face bad a singular
expression of intelligence-bis black eyes shone
like two carbuncies, under the duepiy arched
eyebrows. He waiked with a iight, quick step
towards tbe tri pod, where bc seated himself. On
being asked bis nain@,lie replied, "lJean Cador'

The sound ol his voice was sufficient at once
to restore bim to the memory of our two travellers.
Eric pressed tightly the arm o? Eve.

Eitlier that nian lied at that .moment, or bebhad
lied two luours before, under the walis of the
Abbey St. Martin, for bu bad then said to Amaury
Montruel, Lord of Anet, and fricud of the King,

ilMy name is Mahmoud el Rois."
CHÂPTER iv.

The Chevalier Dieudonné, the IlDestiny Il of
Mita's propbecy, on leaving our two travellers,
wbom lie bad su generously taken under bis pro-
tection, ascunded, as we bave already said, one
of the narrow and unpaved alieys which opened
to thje left of the rue St. Honoré and led towards
St. Eustache. lu that narruw alley there would
certainly be found at least one Ezekiel, and one
Trefouilloux, if not many more. But these good
peop)le seldom attacked well-arnîud and iveli-
mounted knights. Hunger weakunud theva and
made tbem timid; it was only une or two cen-
turies later, that iucreased security made provis-
ions more pientifal in the Court o? Miracles.
After a few minutes ride tbe Chevalier Diendonné,
and bis bandeome page, Albret, stopped before a
massive sculptursd door, which servedl as an
entrance te, a building as large as tbe Louvre,
where the king lived.

Tlhis building, isolated and surrotinded by bigh
trees, occupied nearly the samne spot as the pre-
sent market des Prouvuires. It was called the
Hotel de Nesle, and belongud te Jean Il, Lord
of Nesle, and Chatelaine of Bruges. .Eudes INI,
Duke of Bourgogne, one of the moat powerful
vassals of the Kinsg of France, was also at this
moment residing there, as the guest of its master.
Eudus de Bourgogne was not what one could pro..
perly caîl a rebl ; bu fougbit for the king during
war, but duriug peaco bs gave bim that unceas-
ing opposition, which renders the comparison of
the great vassais of the middle age te, the great
bourgeois of our own times perfectly intelligible.
The comparison is, perbaps, not very fiatturing
to the great vassala o? the Middle A ges; but we
mustsay what wsthink. The Duc de Bourgogne
kept up a4~ intercourse with Pope Inn.ocetlLt,
1 retended te, rule Pbillip Augustus, as if that

prnebad been the monarch ouly of a dozen
ppl.Bourgogne had also an nuderstanding

with Jeaudoin o? Flanders, and John Sans Terre
also couuted a littie upon Eudes de Bourgogne.

That the reader may be better enabled to fol-
low unr tale, i t is indispensable that we relate in
a few words the circuinstances iu whicb France
and ber king found theunselves at this jancture.

Phillip Augustus was not a prince free froin
defeets, nor can ws protend to conceal that bo
was the prime cause of ahl the embarrassmentu
which marked bis long and brilliant reigu. Phil-
lip Augustus was at the period we are speaking
of about thirty-five or thirty-six ysara o? age,
and bad uccupied tbe throne since bis fifteenth
year. He was the sixth king in descent froni
kiugb Capet. The opeuli gofbisreign wuê stormy

but glorions. He subjugated Burgundy and
Flanders, and annibilated the pruteusions ofKing Henry of Engiand, father of Richard Coeur
de Lion and John.

History accuses Henry o? having abused the
confidence of the Young A lice of France, sster
of Philiip Augusgtus, who had been coufided to
bis cars by king Louis, as the affianced wife o?
Heniry's eldest sou, Henry of tho Short Cloak.
If the accusation is true, Phillip must bu re-
proached with neyer baving punisbed that in-
famous outrage. Richard Coeur de Lion would
aut accept that part of the heritage of bis
brother, which enjoined bis marriage with
Alice. This, bowever, did not preveut Phillip)
Augustus, at that time quite young, froin firm-
ing au intmmate friendship with Richard, bis
vassal-a friendship attended with strange vicis-
situdes-but qualified by bistorians as chivaîrous.
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Phillip Augustus and Richard Coeur de Lion

wunt together tu the tjrusades. Lu that land o?
adventures the king o? Euglaud compietely
eclipsed the king of France. Ho was mure baud-

Soma, more brilliant, and more dazzling-stronger
if not braver; and they say that Phillip Augus-
tus was thurefore jealous of bis friend and vassal,
and te such a degres as to cause hum a danger-
ous ilineas. t is certain that Richard, akilful in
the use o? arins and daring to folly, excited uni-
versai admiration. Ho was the bero of the
Crusades. Romancers adopted hum for their own,
though the Crusades had nu result.

Lndeed that was the fate of ali Richard's un-
dertakings. Phillip returued to France. Richard,
who wisbud alsu to recover bis ettes, was made
prisoner on reaching Austria; and huere hnppen-
ed an event whioh we wonld fain efface froni the
bistery o? Phillip Augustus. Nuthiug could jus-
tify the king o? France in becoming'a traitur. Ru
did do so, however ; and bis negotifations with JohnSans Terre te share the spoils o? bi Royal pri-
auner, are well knowu.

Lt is said, also, that when the ceiebrated Trou-
badour, Blondel, replied with this guitar te the
song which ho huard Richard, bis king, singing
from bis dark tuwer, and whun «"Uie fièvre bris-
lante'" had succeeded in sending to sloep bis
gaulera, and delivering bis master, Phillip wrote
te John, "4Take care, the devil is unchained 1"

But we shouid distrust ail that is found iu the
dictionaries; the speciai mission o? these diction-
nariesabeiug te mystify thous for wbose use
they are fabricated. But, in ?act, John did take
cars. He betrayed Pbiilip as bu had betrayed
Richbard, and opened up an interminable war be-
tween the twu rivais.

Pbillip, in bis early youth, had married Lsa-
bella d'Artois, niece o? the Count o? Flanders,
wbo descended in a direct hune froi C harle-
magne. After a long widowbuod, wishing to
raies Up enemios againat Engiaud, ho demanded,
about the year 118 7p the baud o? the princes
Lngeburge or Angeiburge o? Deumark. Inge-
burge was adorably beautiful, and much in ad-
vanco o? ber tinfes, in the qualities o? ber mind.
But ber brother, Canute, was averse to arming
against Eugland, which au vexed Phillip, that bu
conceived au insummountabis aversion for Iuge-
barge; and during bis marriage ceremony bu
was observed to tremble and pale, as if be had
been under the influence o? witcbcraft.

Somas tims after ho repudiated Ingeburge who
adored bu,) to marry tho fanions Agnes de Mer-
anie, daughter o? an adventurer froin the Tyrol,3whu bad asaumned the titîs o? Duke. This di-
vorce, foiiowed by a second marriage, the legal-
ity o? wbich waa more than doubtful, was the
source o? ail the fracas whicb embarrassed the
grand ruigu o? Phillip. Ingeburge protested-
rotired into a couvent, and the Pope issued bis
thunders.

As te La belle Agnea, as conducted bersel?
like a woman who desited to give futurs ages an
idea that ase had played the chie? rôle in a tra-
gedy. Shie performed the part o? Queen Berenice,
as iutrigued, as eflattcred, ând amazed the
world with ber tale of love.

Lucomplete as are the details left us by cou-
temporary writere, it is impossible to besitate a
moment ini etimating the character o? thesel two
women, Ingeburge and Agnes. They were botb

beautiful; but Ingeburge was as superior to her
rival as the sun is superior to the stars. It is
true, that poor Qneen Ingeburge bad her unlove-
abie name against ber. But Pbillip Augustus
had adorned the daughter of the Bohemnian
Berthoud-whose proper name was Marie-with
the name of Agnes; couid beoflot have dons as
mucli fur Ingeburge ? Besides tbe frigbtfui naine
IlIngeburge" was due to French pronunciation.
lu the days wben she was a happy young girl,
the prilcess of Denmark was caiied Angeiberge,
and those who ioved ber calied ber Angel-
notbing could be sweeter or more charming than
that.

After the affair of the divorce, and the con-
tested marriage, the reign of Philiip Auigustus
became lost in inextricable difficulties. Useless
batties, seiges and entangied negotiations. Skill-
fal dipiomatist as he was, Philiip expended years
in vain efforts to free bimself froin this state of
things. Agnes de Meranie was, bowever, the
veritable scourge of France.

One day, in the midst of one of those exhaust..
ing struggles that Phiilip bad to sustain against
the seditions with which Europe constantly be-
set bis throne, they brought bim word that
Richard Coeur de Lion was dead. The arrow of
a soldier bad passed through bis breast at the
siege of Chaluz. Pbillip spuke flot a word, but
retired to bis chamber, remaining there twelve
lîours with bis head between bis bands, and ru-
fusing all nourishmeut. During this long medi-
tation was he tbinkiug of the ardent friendsbip
wbich bad unitud bis youtb to that of Richard?
Was be recalling the strange proofs of friendsbip
and devotion that bu bad recuived froin tbe son
of Henry Plantagent-fond caresses followed by
mad attacks? Or was bo tbinking tbat the fu-
ture was relieved froin a terrible obstacle?

After tbe death of Richard, Phillip missed that
spur wbich was coustantly urging hum on to
audacious enterprises. We canuot say that be
was iulled to sloep lu the arme of Agns-for
their romance of love was at best but a rhyme
in verses of six feet-but be plunged into bis war
with tbe Holy See as into an agreeable pastime,
tili the death of you ng Duake A rtbur de Bre tagne,
assassinated by John Sans Terre, aroused bixn.)

Arthur was the husband of Marie of France,
daughtur of Phillip Augustus and Isabel. Phillip1
was, bowever, now tburoughly roused; and ses
wbat bis awakeniug revealed to bim.

John Sans Terre was master of Anjou, Aqui-
taine, and Little Bretagne, white Beandoin of
Fiauders bad extended bis domination over nearly
the wbole of the nortbern part of bis kingdom.
Othon IV., King of the Romans, and nephew of
John Plantagenet, was pressing on the eastern
frontier; white the Pope threatened the soutb.
Canute, King of Denmark, was said to be arming
a powerfnl ficet to avenge the gross outrage in-
flicted on bis sister, Ingeburge.

It was certainiy not Berthoud of Istria soi-dis-
ant Duc de Meranie, who could aid bis royal
son-in-layr in this dificuit criais. The internai,
condition o? Phillip's kingdoma was flot much
more favourable. The finauces-impaired by
the continuai wars-by the armaments des-
tined for the OCmsaers-and by the gruat
architectural undertakings that Pbillip had
begun - tbreatened ruin. Nor was Paris tran-
quil ; the quarreis between the students and the
bourgeois had just begun) and blood waa fiowing
in the streets.

Lastly, a strange and mysterlous 1umour, ful
of terrible menace, began to spread i .elf; il was
toid with bated breath at Paris, and tbrough the
whole kingdom, that the princes ieagued againat
Phiiiip wouid fnot only attack hlm in the field)
but. that within the miitary Meague, another
league bad been formed to assassinats hlm, and
into this league they said tbat besides Jobn Sans
Terre, Beaudoin, Othon, and Canute VI., Baladin
bimself bad entered.

They prononnced the naine of tbe ()Id Man of
the Mountain-a naine as dreaded as that of
Satan bimself. Who had put the poignard of
that terrible Isbmaelite, successor of Hlassan-Ben-
Sebbab? Wbo was it tbatbadspread the batred
of Pbiliip's name unto the gorges of the moun-
tains oLiban? IVas itSaiadin? Was it Beau-
domn, then master of Constantinople ? Was it


