
ALI, HALLOM'S' IN TH1-E WEST.

Ed\jcatioç\al Work in tl'xe
IRdiar\ ScFxool.

INSTRUCTION is ail very well,
but sornetirnes misses its mark,
especially wvhen teachiing a foreign
race, wlîose language, idiorns, ideas
and entire associations are different
froin our own. One is apt to take
50 rnuch for granted and to begin
to build an elaborate superstruélure
with no enquiries as to the foilnd-
ation. It is curions as well as iii-
teresting, to set a elass of children-
to write "compositions" on any
subjeél. T'hey deliglit in lit, take
to it like ducks to water, have
plelity of ideas, which are oftcn
very quaint, sornctixnes very beau-
tiful, always exceedingly pra6&ical,
but, even after years of teaching,
shewing niost curiously by their
superficial knowlcdge of English
that it is indeed a foreign language
to thei. Their owvn language,
thougl iiiost cornplex iii rnoods,
tenses and infleédions of ail kinds,
is yct unwritten, and while they
have sounds which w've cannot
represent with our Eixglish alpha-
bet, yet sone of oir sounds seein
perfea-ly bewildering to thern, e. g.,
"6d" and 't" or "b" and "p" are
quite interchangeable and the
difference is difficuit for thern to
appreciate. Here are a few ran-
doni sentences froîin their w'ritten
work "We clirnp on the big
trees. ''T>rîe lillies is in buts
now. " "The wather we have here
is try or wet.'' '' We miake littie
bonds to put fishes ii. "

Writing compositions of t e n
educes very original ideas, and also
shiews the weak points iii the modle
of expressing these sanie ideas, flic
latter cai be remedied and the for-
nier expanded and trailied.

It is interestino- to note how
different ideas strike different child-

ren. \Vhat English child wouild
naturally begin thus : ''.;liisumiier
time that the tinie to dlean allthe
chirnenys and we scrub ail the
floors." Praélical, isn't it? Then
cornes this very estimable remark
"We like to iinake our houses look
neat and dleani."

A very small child gives this
short but graphic account of our
doings in winter : "~Iî w~inter the
taps get frosty and then we put hot
water on it, theni the water w~ill run
fast.''

This child seerns to, shew a ten-
der consideration for the feelings
even of inamlinate nature:- "We
get lots of ice and we eat it, it is
very cold, but we put it ix; our
cloak s. "

Here are soine odds and ends of
descriptions of spring and summner :
''In spring the cows likes eating
grass, the things get ripe, the birds.
bees and snakes corne, the bees go
in the foxgloves and we take thern
and but them to our cars and listen
to thein singing. " -"When we
have rain the grass gro%,ws thin and
long, and they bend down wvhen it
rains, and the flowcrs bend down
too.'' "Ix; spring the littie flics
corne ont of their houses. " «'The
littie Aunts eat straw-perries and
black-perrics. "

Englishi verbs are a great puzzle,
especially such things as ''1)einig'*
and 'beeni.'' Oxie child tries a
comibination w'hich ouglit surely to
have pleased and satisfled the rnost
hard-heartcd teacher : -"It lias bec-
ing raini tg liard up here.''

One word about our summier oc-
cupation in B. C., which oie vcry
small child gives as: "XVe eat
1)ishops, and it tase bitter, some-
timies wc swallow thexu." This
does not refer (as English friends
rnighit think) to our colonial way of
settling church difficulties, but


