
LESSON XIII-Decetnber 26th, 1897.

God's Love in the Gift of His Som
.(Commit to MemorY verses 9.11).

i John 4: 9-16.

GOLDEN TExT : IIGod so loved the world that he gave' his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him. should not perish, but bave everlasting life." John 5: 16.

PROVs TH-AT-Salvation is free to ail. Rev. 22: 17.
SHORTER CATECHism, Review Quest.* 95-io7.

LESSON HyMtNS. NOS- 30, 26, 520, 519. (Old Ilymnal, Nos. 17, 27, I9, 211)

DAIILY PORTIONS. Monda>'. God's love in the gift of his Son. i John 4: g-16.
Zluesday. The prophecy. Isa. 9: 1-7. Wedkiesdtzy. Výisit of the Magi. Matt. 2: 1-10.
Tz7ursday. Hierod foiled. Matt. 2: 11-23- Frida>'. The Word. John 1: 1-14. Satilrda>'.
Message to the shepherds. Luke 2-. 8-20. Sabbath. Simeon's Prophecy. Luke 2: 25-35.
(The Z. B. R. A. Select ions). _____

HELPS IN STUDYING.
INTRODUCTORY. -!We substitute the Christmas lesson for the Review believing that this

will be more acceptable to our schools. The lessons for 1898, upon the Life of Christ, omit
the narrative of his birth, apparently assuming that kt bas been the subject of study. This les-
son nsay therefore be considered the fi.st of the new series for next year].

John Ilthe beloveri disciple,> tells us about God's love in sending bis son. Love is the con-
staht theme of bis writings. I-is Gospel tells us much about the love of Christ; bis Epistles
urge bretbren to love one another; and here he traces, ail love up to, its source in the infinite
iove of God.

LESSON PLAN. 1. God's Love to us. vs. 9-11. 11. God's Love in us. VS 12, 13.
Ill. Dwelling in Love, vs. 14-16.

9. In tbiS-God's love to us is shown in
niany ways, but there is one manifestation of
it that surpasses ail others-Ile gave bis Son
to die for us. His only begotten Son-
There is only one Son of God and he was

* God's Son before~ be came into thse world.
How wonderful the love that surrendered sucis
a treasure!1 The world lay-under sentence of
deatis on account of sin,-Christ died that thse
curse might be removed and sinners live by
believing on bim. 10. Herein is love-
Purest love, dispiayed in a most wonderful
manner. Love r.hat freely gives iself away
and asks but love in return. 1Esý love %vas
flot called forth by our love to bim, for the
world did not want to be saved.. No one can
say that he loved God firat. God loves the

* sinner first and therefore HIe sent His Son to
bear his punisbment for himuso that le ýmight
remove every obstacle Io bis return to bis luv-
ing Father. 11. If God loved us so much
wben there veas nothing in us deserving of his
love, we ought to love our breffhren who are
as much beloved by him as we are. Six times
in this Epistie John uses the affectionate terir.
«'Beloved. » 12. Hath seen God--I
thougb we cannot see God yet we mnay bave fel-
lowship with bini as teally as if we saN hiru,
by loving our christian brethren. If %ve love
tisen God will dwell in our hearts and we
shaîl love him more and more. In our last
l essem we were told that ïf we ob2yed Gxod wve

sbould love bim pcrfectly,' bere we are sbown
another way by wbich to increase our love of
bim, namely, by loving our bretbren whors-
we see. 13. Hereby wve know-Ifwe love
the bretbn.n Gôd will come into our bearts
and dwell there, and will let us know that be
is our D~ivine Guest, by giving us the Holy
Spirit. The more we love the more of his
Spirit do we receive and thus wie know that
God is in us and we are in him. 14. We
have seen-Jo'hn and thse other aposties
spoke from personal acquaintance with Christ.
We cannot have true love to God and fellow-
'sbip w~ith hlm unlcss we accept Christ as'our
Saviour. God cannot receive those wbo ré-
ject bis Son and despise, or disregard, the love
he bho%%edi in scnding bim. 15. Jesus is
the Son of God-This is thse central truth
of the Bible. Jesus of Nazareths was the
second person of the Trinity, "tse sanie in.
substance and equal in power and glory " wvith
the Father an1d the Iloly Spirit There is Do
redemptiun from sin if this la not true. Only
God couldsavemen. 16. We have known
and believed-Too many know about God's
love, but do not believe it in their heart. If
wet really believe it we cannot help loving binî.
God is love- This la the mwzt prcos truth
in the Bible. Love is like the dimod itself

wbile all God's attrihutes are tise flashing facets
on its Surface. They are but love in uts van.-
ous relations.

LssoNs. i. God gave bis son for us, vebat have ive given In return ? 2. We canl at
least try to love those who love Jesus. 3. The wvay to love God miore is to love others more.
4. Jesus 15 our divine Saviour. 5. Let our Christmas greeting to ever, -mnc, ne matter bow
bad they are, be « "God loves you-He gave Jesus for you. »
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