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Madam Nordicaon a
Singer’s life.

A paper by Madam Nordica was re-
cently read before the Women’s Congress
of Music at Chicago. Madam Nordica
herself was, of course, in Europe, so the
actual reading wa undertaken by another
lady. Nevertheless, there were a good
many points of interest in it. Madam
Nordica started by regretting that, un-
like the painter, architect, and sculptor,
the singer’s work lasts only for the mo-
ment, and may be almost forgotten after
her disappearance from the stage. ‘This
is absolutely true. Who now, except a
few old opera-goers, ever thinks of T'it-
iens? Madam Nordica likewise spoke
strongly upon the charge so frequently
brought against her profession of artistic
jealousy. She admits that the singer
who tries to make her influence felt is
apt to misjudge her own greatness, and,
in doing so, to bring herself, wittingly
or otherwise, in comparison with her
sister artists. Hence the jealousy of
which the artist is so often accused. ‘It
is,”’ Madam Nordica truly declares, “‘a
jealousy which disappears as soon as
misfortune or failure falls upon a comrade
in art.”

Onue of the most comical passages of
Madam Nordica’s paper ref rs to the fact
that little things disturb great operatic
singers. Many woman on the lyric stage

.arg, hampered seriously by long hair.

“_ hair, we know, is a woman’s glory,
but women who wear waving tresses (and
indeed, men who wear beards) are con-
stantly annoyed by finding that when
they take breath in singing, the hair is
drawn into the mouth by the force of the
breath. Madam Nordica strongly urges
those of her lady compatriots who wish
to study singing to do so at home, the
only necessity for travel being to study
languages. No doubt a great deal of
operatic experience can be gained in Italy,
for every town in Italy has an opera-
house, even if it be only a town of 20,000
inhabitants. But Madam Nordica strong-
ly, and “with every fibre of my being,”
advises that no ycung girl shall be al-
lowed to go abroad to study without a
proper companionand protector. Madam
Nordica chats pleasantly about woman
as composers, and particularly as com-
posers of works of importance, although
she gives a list of many lady composers
of songs and smaller works, She says,
however, that woman, particularly in the

" higher bra. ch of composition, is never

Jiven an opportunity to perfect herself.
“There are few great woman journal-
ists, female attorneys, and woman doctors,
and it is the same thing in science, math-
ematics, astromony, and most of the arts.”
But as singers and pianists woman have
triumphed, and Madam Nordica gives a
very long list of her fellow country-wo-
men who have gained distinction in one
or other capacity. London Music Trade
Review. - - :

THE following was recently posted in
the lobby of a church: “Notice.—The
person who stole ‘Songs of the Sanctuary’
from seat No. 32 should improve the op-
pertunity of using them here, as he will
have no occasion of using them here-
after,”’ —Musical Herald.

His CHoicE.— “‘Oh, Mr. Hucker!”
exclaimed Miss Dorothy, who is an en-
thusiastic ornithologist, ‘which of the
American-song birds are youfondest ot?”’
“I prefer the hen, Miss Dorothy.” “But
the hen isn,t a s ng bird.”’ *“Well, it’s
the only hen whose lay I care for.”’

“JupGE,” said a portly man in the
police court, *‘I vish you vould send dat
poy of mine to der reform school. Id
vill be a great favortome.” “What has
he done?”’ “Chust ven I vas ready to
blay my new symphony he slipped “Ta-
ra-ra, boom-de-ay’ between der pages of
der moosic.”’

MistTrESS (finding the housemaid for
third time hanging about the drawing-
room door): “Mary, what are you here
listening at the door for? Hawen’t you
any work?’’ Mary: ‘“Oh, ifyoupleas'm,
I don’t mean no’arm—it’s that ’evingly
music!” (N.B. The man was tuning
the piano.)

THE Wagner cycle at Dresden lasted
from the 29th of August to the 24th of
September.
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EDWARD LYE & SONS,
I8 ST. ALBANS ST., TORONTO  12t.m
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BAND INSTRUMENTS

FOR SALE.
Only a short time used, practically as good as new
These instruments were taken in exchange for our
IMPERIAL and IDEAL Instruments, comprising—

1 Eb Cornet, 1 Baritone,
2 Bb Cornets, 1 Bb Bass,
2 Eb Altos, 1 Eb Bass,

2 Bb Tenors, 1 Bass Drum,
And 1 Snare Drum.
PRICGSS
1 SET, ONLY $135.00
o o 145.00
“ o 165.00

And guaranteed satisfactory. All the dents have
been taken out and the instruments are just as good
as new for all practical purposes.

Will send them C.O. D. on approbation, but re-
quire ¥ to be sent with the order as a guarantee of
good faith. We can alter the instrumentation, if
80 required.

Send for Complete List of 2nd. Hand Lists
WHALEY, ROYCE & CO.
158 YONGE ST., TORONTO

FREE MUSICAL EDUCATION

PRIZE PREMIUMS.

THE CANADIAN MUSICIAN, Issued monthly, &1 per

ear, is the only musical periodical in "Canada,
?-lereafter it will contain vocal and instrumental
music, which, in the course of a year, would aggregate
?12 in value, if bought in ordinary sheet music
orm,

To interest music teachers and students, young
ladies and gentlemen, we make the following ofters:
One, two, three or four quarters’ free musical education
in either of the leading Conservatories or Colleges
of Music in Toronto, Ottawa, Kingston and Halifax,
or from specially preferred private teachers. The
terms will depend upon the institution or teacher
chosen ; butto illustrate, we give the following basis:
Instruction in harmony, singing, piano,organ, or other
musical instrument, highest grade teacher in a
Conservatory or College of Music, one scholastic
year, free, in return for 3oo paid subscriptions at $1
each, Half or quarter year in proportion. Froma
medium grade teacher the termns will be half that of
a highest grade,

Persons failing to secure the requisite number of
subscriptions will be allowed a cash commission of
25 per cent, on all subscriptions paid in.

PIANO PREMIUM.

For 400 paid subscriptions we will give one new,
good upright piano.

The plan proposed is very popular in England and
America, one institution alone—in Boston—having
175 students who are enabled to pursue their studies
as the result of similar work, Free sample copies of
the new issue of THE Canapv4 MusiclaN will
mailed to any address

For further particulars calion or write to

WHALEY, ROYCE & CO.
158 Yonge St., Toxjon_to.

You are Sure fo Make
Money,

Our Premium Offers

We will give to persons securing five
new subscribers, a yearly subscription to
TrE CANADIAN MusiciAN and $ 1.50
in cash; ten new subscribers, a yearly
subscription and $3.50 in cash; twenty
new subscribers, a yearly subscription
and $8.00 in cash.

This is no deceptive offer.
in good faith.

We do not include in our premiums
any old furniture, nor out of date pictures
and bric-a-brac. We give you the
CASH. And enough of it to buy
NEW FURNITURE,

NEW PICTURES,
NEW BRIC-A-BRAC.
This is eAsy, EASY, EASY!

Take advantage of these offers and
you can
FURNISH A HOUSE
Yearly subscription, $1.00.
See also our free musical educati
piano premiums in another column.

WHALEY, ROYCE & CO.,
o "7 77 168 Yonge St. Toronto
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