Rov.” RoM. Readgers—r The Characteristica of a Veospetous Cungre:
gation,

These ruljocta wera s}l alncilatm] in a papnlar, sotiptnral, and
instrustive manner.  The \'nlunlnrg Prindple of supporting the (Fas-
ol which distingnishes the United Frasbyistian Chyroh in Canada from
athor P'reshyteriane, wan, hy soveral speakare, ably brought out (=it was
cloarly shown that this principle was fonnded in Divine trath, that it
givea antive and ealargad banavelonee 1o thie Clinrch, and, onneequamily,
ean nnly Lo accaptabie 1o 1{im by whase authority it has beon sanctioned.
Tho (heirs lelnnging to the varinus Churches in Paris, perfonined, dute
ing the evening, wany picces of suered shuvie in very gomd stvle.  The
menting sanarated at a latehoue, highly eratifial =The praccedecalleete
el an Sabhath and Monday towards dofraying tha oxponse of the beild.
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Ta the Liditar of the Canadinn Presbyterian Magatine.

Rir~=1 thank Mr. Torrance far hia diteet and satieflnotory reply to
my lotter of the 25th June, T havo aleo 10 make my acknowledgments
to M. Thoraton fur the roadiness and franknasa with which ho has in-
fornied ue of the existence of the communication from Mr. S8omerville,
rospecting Chareh 1dlraries, of his being the person who rocoived it,
and of the caurse which ho took, in rogard to the mattor to whieh it re.
Iated.

T shnuld be mast happy, did Teel at likerty to stap here, with the pee-
suasion that any funther remark was unnocessary, But, afior Mr. ‘Thorn.
ton’s disclusuraa, 1 fon] canstrainad ta say that, in my sepinion, the oxer-
cise of annther doactiption of eharity than that for which he givos me
riedit for £ meagee & measupe, wonld nag bo out of place  For my paste
I deprocate alike the advien which ho reenived and his action under that
advicn,  That Mr Thermten shoull reengnme o the lotter from Mr
Sametrille anything having the laasg coanaction with the buminess of
the Bonk-Depot Committes, and that ho should have onece thought of
any other anurse, 3a the Canvener of that Cemnmittee, than to report o
the Synad, ia tn nte not a Witlo wandorful ; pet he exprossty refers to thia
Commliten, and reasena, that communieatinna on the sabjrst of Boska
would naturally be inade to hint and not to the Mission Cemmittee  If
this be an illusiration of Mr Thornion's estimato of what ia due from
Conveners of Committeen, | must say that 1 cannotagroe with hifnv. Ad.
wmitting, even, that, fram tho nature of that lotter, thero was no legal obe
joction to make it pubdic, Ushould have thought that it would at onco
hinvo suggested itself as tho hieat course tohiave boon tnkon—and cepecialty
when so favorablo an oppnrtunity offereile=that the benevolent propnsals
of Mr. Molrose, anrd of the Traet aciety, should be thrown apen to free
and fair competition  There can be no question that the design of thase
proposals was to lielp the weak. Now, this bencvolent Intentinn was
tnost likely to bo defoated by the course which Mr. Thornton adopted.
Tt gavo no timo for deliberation Tt afforded the opportunity, only, to
thoeo ministars who could, at once, and without hesitation, give the re-
quired guarantee on tho part of their congregations, to closa with the
scheme—thus helping thoso who wera able 1o provide Booka for thom-
selves, at whatever cost, whilo thasn who really needed such assistance,
but who would require to deliberate and consult, would be excluded from
tho benefit—Desides, tho ovident want of gencrosity, in concealing the
lcttor altogother from some who may have heen, for aught Me Thornton
know, just thoso 1o whons the donomwould moat readily make such pro-
posals. Had tho letter in question heen communicated to tho Synad,
surely somo plan could have beon arranged by which the objeet could be
gaincd without any unscemly scramble ; and, at all events, Mr. Thom-
ton would be moat ¢ficetually exonorated from tho imputation of partial-
ity, from which his explanations have no tendency to relieve him.

It is somctimes said of certain transactions, that there can bo no two
opinions about tham. Butthers austhe two opinjonsabiout this. The per-
foetly solf-satisficd air with which Mr. ‘Thoruton cxplains tho business,
and his own action respecting it, shews clearly that he is’of one opinion
—and, in all probability, those who may rcecive tho benefits of the
scheme, and porhapa some to whom it was made known, may agreo with
him—Dbut T tlunk T mnay safely venture to say, that another and very op-
posite opinion ia entortained by thosc who feel that, in this traneaction,
they havo not been treated with fairncss, or coustesy, or gencrosity. Tt
niay be uscless to balance thoso opposing opinione, or to attempt to de-
cide which has most weight. [ cannot refrain, howover, from saying—

The Canavian Presdbuterian Fxaapne.
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thunght 1 deeply rogrot tho neeassity—that, in my view, Mr. Thomnton's
proocdure in the case was altagothor nnjnstifiable

Hopt. 5, 1853, A Mrxnrer or Sraon,

N. =1 haco no inclination to parade ny name publicly ; but if Mr.
Thetaten has any ouriesity on the subjoct, tho Hditor is at liberty to
give him the requistio infonmation.
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{FOR THE CANADIAN TATAEVTERIAN MAGABINE:)
UNITED PRESDYTERIAN CHURCIH HISTORY.

oanme

RY THE RKY, DR, FRARIER, CALEDUNIA,

"Tho eatly history of tho divieinn of tho Hocossiun Chweeh, kmown by
tho namo of Uurghers, is identificd with those diminguished brothers,
Kbonozer and Ralph Erekine, to whotn wo particularly referrod in our
1am commmniontion, and whoso depaniuto from the sage of 1ife wae ve
deoply deploted. ‘Thoy wato 80 prominent and 8o oxceliont, and are so
woll known by thoir writings in tho goneral religions public, and so jestly
admivoid by the pious of all denominations, that somaetimos they have
baen fwesented crronconsly as tho only originators of the whole Heces.
rion Church, It is ovon common in somo quattors {which might bs bets
tor informod) to spaak of tho Secossion of the Erakines. These great
and gond men had oo wish to wmnnapolize the hnnsut of being the fowns
dera of our chureli, nor do they need te ba thus exhibited to give ronown to
their nnmes. Theie ministeations for a long course of yoars, had a
powotful influsnce in prosorving ovangolical truth in Scotland, and Ly
their weitinga it is true that boing dead thoy yet speak. They areal.
loword on all hands ts have boen cminent ministors of Christ. This divl-
sion of tha Qecossion, rs woll as tho other, was novor without men of
distinguishad talont, uxtonsive {oaming, and gonuino piety. Wiheon the
two fathors to whom wo hava reforrod woro takon away, tho Church's
1lead romained, and 1fo Lrought othar insizuments into the field 10 swe.
12in the high chiaenctor of this portion of hia church. ‘LTherc was still
Mt. Fishor of Glaagow, the youngest of tho Four lrothron, and already
thera wore other aflorwands distinguished indwviduals on the field :—~an
Mt Johin Swanston of Kinross, and Mr. Julin Brown of Iaddington,
who sueccodod oach othor in tho Thoological Chair afler Mr. Finlwr)ud
rotired from it. Such men were caleulated to give a high chareacter to
the donamination ; énd they woro all blessod with succoss in soaring plows
snd 1alontod young men for the hely ministry in this church.

Tho rapid growth of this branch of the Sacoseion, and of the otheip
and of dissent in goneral, produced great alarm among the friends of the
National Establishimont. ‘Ihoy woro long of thoe opinion that the divi-
sion §n tho Sccoasion woulll cheek its progeoss : but thoy at length found
that so far from having this cficet it rather operated in tho opposite way,
For thoso two bodics, being rivals to cach other, soomed to bo more ac-
tivothan ovor_in spreading their rospective causes over the whole country.
“This alann on the pai of the Iistablishment becamo so great that in the
year 1565 the Genoral Asscmbly took up the matterin an Overture,
which called the attention of thic Court to tho progress of dissent, and
prayod that such measures might bo adoptod as should be judged proper
for arrosting this alanming ovil, "This was called tho schism oventure,
in which after siating it to be affirmed that a hundred and twenty meet-
ing-houses had been crected, to which more than a hundred thousand
porsons resorted, who had been formerly in comtnunion with the Cherch
of Scotiand, it prayed—« ‘That the vencrable Assembly should take un-
der their mature consideration this alarming evil, which had 20 threatening
an aspect to this church, to the intercats of religion, and to the peace of
the countty, and that they would provide such remedics againgt this
schiem as in their wisdom they shall judge proper”

The Asserubly agreed that a committee should bLe appointed to con.
sider this overture, and report their opinion thercupon to tho next General
Assembly.  Accordingly the committee reported in May, 1766, to the
following cffect :— .

« In respect to the dangerous conscquences that are to be appprehend.
od from the increass of Secesmion from the legal Establishment of this
church, and as if, is reported that no fower than one hundred and (wenty
meeting-houscs are already erccted, although it never was, not is, in-



