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T'ruih, and when Rie gi " 'utterance,"

it will be in those words Iwhich will not
make false impressions on the hearers'
minds. B. SHERLOOX.

THE IRON RULE.

"A mian cliild who is to rule the nationsi with a
rod of iron.-Rav. xii. 5.

We do not often venture into regions
speculative, especially Nwhen the specu-
lations are concerning the twviight re-
gions of prophecy. However, sornething
may be said in favor of time spent in
tracing the apparent or real connection
between prophecy and its fulfilment,
when that fulfilinent is either a thing of
the past or is in course of being fui-
filled.

This rod of iron rule, what is it?2
There are three passages in the book of
Revelation where the expression occurs.
The last one, namely, that in the fine-
teenth chapter, is evidently a quotation
from the second Psalm, and is applied to
Christ in His rule over hostile nations,
wvherein this rod of iron symbols their
destruction, for àt is said that these
nations shall be broken to slivers like as
pottery rnay be broken by the blow
of a rod of iron. We leave this passage
to those who deliaht to day-dream about
the times of the miillennium.

But in the fifth verse of the twelfth
chapter is a passage concerning which
we wish to throwv out a thought or two.
It occurs in that symbolical vision of the
woman who brought forth a man child
in the presence of a great beast ready
and expecting to devour it at its birth.
However, the child was miraculously
preserved, that he might rule the nations
with a rodl of iron.

At first, our sympathies are against
the beast and with the coming babe, but
after its safety is assured, and wve feel
relieved by the resuit, behold an expres-
sion which turns the tables upon us, and
makes us regret that the beast was
cheated of its prey; for surely a rule for
the nations symbolized by a rod of iron
ineans anything but their good, at least,
that is the surface thought. legitimately
connected '-ith the expression.

But evidently the whoie meaining of

the passage hinges on what this man
child represents. We have without hesi-
tation made it symbolize the printed
Bible, when the efforts put forth during
the tiraes of the Reformation to strangle
it at its birbh, and their complete fail-
ure, ail] fit into the vision with a com-
pleteness that to us is satisfactory.

Nowy aranted this to be correct, how
fit into týe picture the iron rule of the
printed Bible? When the lawv was
given to the Israelites at Mount Sinai
it was amidst surroundingys which
awakened terror and suggaested a reign
of fear. Even Paul calied this reign a
yoke of bondage.

The essence of this raie of terror con-
sisted in the fact that they were called
on to observe certain minute, lettered
precepts under the compulsion of special
penalties connected with the breach of
any one or ail of themn. Hence the whole
regime wa.9 likened to a cross, inexorable
schoolmaster, with bis lash by his side
ready for immediate use.

Now, when this tctw is 1taken and a
part of it erased, and other laws, stili
mor e minute, put in their place, and
then sent forth as the rule of life, is there
flot a striking similarity between the
reign of law in either regime?

But at once it is replied that the
reign of law after this pattern is, by
contrast with barbaric law, a blessing,
and not a curse. Oertainly, and so was
the reign of the Mosaic code a vast iiii-
provenient over those of surrounding
nations. And yet whilst this is evi-
dently true, nevertheless this iron ruIe
of the Bible, in al] its acknowledged ad-
vantages, must be contrasted with some-
thing vastly better, else will the expres-
sion not only lose its force, 'but be clearly
out of place as utterly misleading in
this connection.

This contrast is evidently that which
Paul so vividly brings out when he
contrasts the mile of the letter with the
rule of the Spirit-the letter killeth, the
Spirit giveth life. The law whips into
obedience, and by so doing secures moral

living and civiiized life, but is death
to ah1 hopes of reaching the ideal life
which the Almighty bas placed in the
inuer b>eing of man. This 11f e of true
liberty can oaiy be secured under the
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