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“All are bhut parts of that stupendous whole,
Whose body Nature iy, and God the soul,”

FOr THE CASKET.
NATURAL CURIOSITY.

tn the township of Clinton, disiriet
of Niagara, is perhaps onc of the most
curious caves in America. 14 js situated
about two miles from the main road
from Niagnra to flamifton, a little above
the base of a mountnin.  The scenery
near the-cave is singularly romaatic, and
uside from the cave, would richly rcpu}';
the adm* er of nature’s wonders for the
paing of a visit. Fromthe circuwstance
of the cave containing ise alwavs during
sumer, it is called the Ice Spring. .

Having twice visited the Spring during
the greatest heat of smnmer, which is the
ouly time when the ice accuwmulates, !
will endeavorto describe the place, ai-
tihongh my pencil will command but an
imperlect sketch. The entrance to the
cavae is under an immensc rock apparentiy
solid; its depth or distancetothe exire.
wmily is about twenty five feet ; the sides
ure of hugely large solid rocks estendinzg
into the manntain, somo of which lie
yaridy above the sarface.  The water
which cangeals into ice, oozes ont of the
vock that hangs aver the cavo : it forms
in{o icicles ahove, and may be found on
the bot:om frozen in cakes. A sudden
transition from an atnosphere wheve the
thermometer will rise ainety degrees, in-
10 arcgionavhere it will full several des
grees below zoro, on entering the cave
in summer, renders great castion neecs-
sary 10 visiters, who shouhd never enter
in a state of perspiratlon nor remain too
fong. Neer the cave ave great numbers
of rocks, appuremly solid, and of the
largest size that Ihave ever scen lying;
above the ground; they ali have the ap- !
pearauce of having been thrown om‘hy
some great convulsion of nature. The
wild aspeet of these rocks soltened by »
festoonry of ivy and otherheautiful vines,
and the corresponding grandeur and rari-
ty of all surrounding objecis, readers the
scene highly picturesque.

. Frequent calis, through the public press,
have been made upon the scientiiic, to
accont fur the ice appeaming caly in the
hotiest weather, and dissolving as=oonas
the weather grows cool; but none, [ he-
lieve, have yet risked a public explauas
tion of the cause of so singular & pheno-
aenon. I may, therefore, hazwd my own
apinion, at some future time, thouzh fam
far frow making scientifiv preteusims. 1
saty hape to be the means of exciting
some of our physivlogists ro the elncida-
tion of a subject, which to thousands wha
never saw the cave may scem incredible,
and perhaps to all who have, an insolvas
ble mystery. Therc are many places iv
Ameriza whero ice 2nd snow vemnin do-
ring summer; but it is believed that this
apring is the oniy one that appareatly cets
divectly contrary to the principles of
freezing aud thawing, and which remains
to be aceounted for upon prinviples satis-
factary to the enquiring mind. ».
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Selecied.

Tue Cantrion—"There cre vavie-
ties of small Camelions,  ‘They arc ap-
parently harmless  animals; though
when we have caught then, they show
every disposition to bite.  They wiil
change in half an hour to all the co-
lors of the prism.  Green scems to be
their favorite color, and when on a
green tree that is their general huc.--
While in this color, the under part of
their neck beeomes a beautiful searlet,

Their throat swells, and they emit a
sharp ndte, like that of one of the lar-
ger hind ef grashoppers, when singing.
We have placed them on a Landker-

chicf, and they have gradually assum.

ed all its colors. Placed on a biack
surface, they become brown : hut they
evidently suffer, while under this co-
lor, as is manifested by uneasy mave:
ments, and by strong and quick pal-
pitations, visible tothe eve. They are
very activeand nimble, animals, three
or four inches in length.

S~xanp Franr—-The laie Major T\

of the army was agallaat oflicer, whao
was severely wonded at the sodiie of
Fort e, und died afterwards from
the efieet of his wound, whilea repre-
sentative from his native state in Con-
gress, nsed 1o rainfe the following ac-
count of a batile which he witincezed,
Letw.cna black and rattle snake. e
was riding on horseback wihicn Lie ob-

tsovved the snakes in the voad, a short

distanee ahead of him. They were
movingz round in a cirele, and appar-
enily following each other. A sentle-
man who was with the major, wd who
itnessed a similar scene befove,
remaiked that it was a perlede toa
fight, and warthy the less of a littde
time o witness,  They  accordingly
stoppedd their horses, and watched the
snakes, The cauntious maneuires of
foltowing cuch other, in a kind of cir-
cle, was pursued for some thue, clo-
sing atcach round, until, when with-
in a fow feel, the black shake was ob-
served (o ston, coily and place himself
in an allitude to sirike.  The ratile
snahe now passed round hisantagonist
two or three times, lessening the dis-
tance cach round,vwhen e wiso stop-
pad znd began to coil. But Lefore he
wasready to sirike, the black snake
suddenly darted upon hiim.  Hiscvolu-
tions were tco vapid to be delected,
and when he was again distinetly ob-
served, both snakes were stretehed out
at full length, the rattle snake envel-
oped in the fold of the black snake,
which had also seized the raltle snake
at the back of the head and held him
there.  After a short inderval, the black
snake gradnally unfolded himsclfloos-
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gcnod the gripe with his mouth from
+ the rattle snake’s head, and moved a-
way. Onexammation, the vattle snake
was found to be dead, and apparently
overy bone iu his body was crushed.
The black snake is o constrictor, and
usually destroys its prey by enfolding
and crushimg it.

GLEOLOGY.

Among the numerous interesting {acts
which the researches of modern geolo-
gists have brought to light, there is none
more extraordinary aud imposing than the
discovery, that there was u period when
,theemth was peopled with oviperous
ynadrnpeds of o riost appalling magni-
tude, and that reptiles were® the Lords of
i the Creation, beford the esistence ol the
Vhmman race. Me. Mantell, in bis ¢« Goolo-
1 gy of Repiifes,” first pubiished in the kd-
inbwmgh New Phiiosophical Journal, and
re-published in Siltiman’s Journal, gives
sonie curious facts upon this subject.

Ciarleston Couricr.
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RBoard of 1Zaith.—it is belicved that
fTamilion is more healthy, the present sea-
. son, than many otlier places ut no great
¢ distance.  Only afew instances of Scarlet
. Veverand Meastes have oecurred ; and a
! few more, who bave had the misfortuno to

getsheemalkers’ promises instead of Indic-

rulbber over shoes, are loohing sour ut
1 their fidends and railing wgainst the chi-
fmate. Ot the last description is the pub-
lisher of the Casket, 19 whose indlsposition.
the lateness of this nunber must be attri-
buted.

Builington Beaih.—~\Va shall never for-
getthe delightial sensations experienced
on first approaching the head of Luko
Ontario.  ftwas

When brigit “Aurora, b b.ogor of dax,

Rose from her saffron bed where Tithon kiy " —
and the rich silver carpet spread out i
tore the imposing Leights heyond, which

““Loaming throuab the magnilying mists,

Seemed waking giants gopng for the clouds,
was displayed at that hour to the greatest
advantage. Onccbject, in pnrticf]lnr, ex.
cited a degree of adiniration that has nos
heen lost in familiarity : this was The
Beackt—a beautitit] vidge of bright sand,
lying like a flonting bridge across the wide
lake. It mighthave been taken for any
thing else~a line of foa:n, or monster of
the deep—sooner than the reality, since it
is perhaps one of the most rare formations
in the world.  + What eilver-clad, serpent
form lies ahead? enquired 2 stranger,
** ‘The Beach, sir.” replied Captain W—,
*“What formed it there " enquired anoth-
er.  Noanswer was returned.  We repeat
the inquiry,nnd hope: some one, familins
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