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no commission embracing the world or incorporating his name for re-
mission until the grave gave up its dead and Jesus lad. removed its
darkness, illuininating its dark caverns. wi.th flic toreh of immortality.

If we have a churcli before Penteeost, it not only existed 'without îhe
Spirit, and ras therefore lifeless, but, likened to a temple, its foundation

fwas not complete until thc resurrection of Jesus ; for the divine proposi-
tion, the t, essiahship and iDivinity of Jesus, is thc rock upon which this
most glorious temple was to rest. Pentecost was thc first effort to
build upon this newly completed foundation, the Holy Spirit being the
architeet, thc aposties the zuaster-builders, and chrîstians botI maie

jand female co-laborers. 111bth. 1 (;: 18,1 1 9> 'And I say, Thcu art Peter
(Petros) and upon this rock (Petra) I will build my churcî, and the
gates of bell shall not prevail agais i;adl i geuntote

licys of the kingdomi of beaven, aud whatever thou shaît bîud on eartli
shall bc bound in heaven.' Prom this important extxact we learn that
Peter is to open the kingdoni to the world, including, Jew and Gentile.
Did lie invite the world to enter previous to the death and resurreetion
of Jesus, events so vital in estabiishing thc kîngdom of Christ uponi
earth, concerning which facts Peter ivas so profoundly ignorant? For
wvhen the riomen, the first commissioned. proclaimers of the resurrection,'
announed thc fact, Peter believed tbem flot but considered thc wbole
matter as visionary and incredible. iBut after bis resûrrection Jesus
appeared to thc aposties by nmany ' infallible proofs, beîng seen of them
forty days and speaking of thc things pertaining to -he kingdom. of
God.' Here, then, -%ve sec a College of Aposties foi' the, first time re-
ceiving instructions specially relative to thec nature of tbe reign of
Christ uponi earth. Hc tells bis ambassadors to tarry in Jerusaiem-
lie then in majestic glory Icaves these scenes of suffering-bis mission
being flnished-aýscending-, to hi§ Fathier ivlere being seated on the
tîrone of eternal Trutb and Justice and love, be sways thc sceptre of
spiritual dominion over beaven and cartl, lhaving ail authority over

ibeings terrestrial and celesLial. If we bave tlerefore a kiugdom before
Pentecoat it is iocied. up and tlierefore flot available to our race, Peter
neyer 'Oefore liaving announced to the world remission tîrougli thc
name of Jesus.

The bookz of Acts contains a Iistory of primitive and apostolie con-
versions, and most assurediy ail will larmonize, as the commission of

tJesus appicd to "lail the worid", and Ilevery creature." lIt is therefore


