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NATURE AND GRACE.

,Àvitiî the lhope of gainiîîg youir attention to Vue inost my~sterious,

~i'yct the ilIosV iîw'iortant subjeeà(t tlîat ealu couiccrn huinlan beings.
Tuie tratis t.hey coiutit deeply and ntiost solecmîîly afllèct hoth you

- and your faîtly, as; weIl as Ile aud mîinie, bot nlow and for ever.
Your attenîtion to them will not îeessarily itîvolve any loss,-

citiier of propierty, or clîama.ter, or reputatioît ;-will not rnake your picasitres
Iess, or your trials mîor,-but wilI give wveig1îit, and wisdloîî, nd bis gt0 i
your iloveiztcttts. liec is oue lèatume of trufli ruîniing Llirougili t;hell xitl
whîicuî you. îay have soute, thougli paiîfal. experience ; beiîîg eildrein of (lis-
o1jedlieiice, we are necessarily uîîder tihe oipe.sr f otîr 1Ruler and Jildge.
Ulîder suclt cirCUlittifflu~s we lhîaxc "0 PeCe beilîîg eut off froma its source; we
are tiierefore eli id(rcin of wraLth, haviug no0 lope, but a certain ièearful lookiin"
for orfj dgîtacnt. Tlie truths are revolatioîîary in tlteir character anid desigul
they iîîîpfly anl entire reverse of actioun anîd objeet li è-Ve will share in
nlo comnpromfise wiLh cither frictnd or fo,-tliey dcntand a full abaîîdoîmnient of
fthc 011e, 'riit ail iuîîreservecd su'rcuadcr f0 tlhc othter, beore you. cati be permit-
ted to sit ini heavenly places with Christ Jesuts. " If any miailt be in Christ,
lie is a ncw mrature; old thiîîgs arc passedl :way, and ail Vhuîîgs have beco:ne

IVhtat a giooiny pictître (lues the Apostie 'give of te uniretiewved condition.
of tita -"l)eadl," dcad to all serions and devout felzgiîsni o, cvery
graciotus disposition anîd afetoî a t o, ail te pleasures and respotisi-
bilities of aL godIy lifé. BPut the Apostie enlarges. Titere are two features of
Co:tduet by whiciî Le iscaatrz d" ead iii sins," axîd " walkiîîg accordiîîg
Io did coure~ o/ itde iwrld." Vie eîîgcagenetmts and pursuits of this life are iote
tteccssarily o))poSed to godfliiiess; thîey înay, iindeed, be cousecrated by
Clîristiani priticiples, aui thus utay fbrni part of our service to God. So also
the innocent ple.isurQs atid comfîorts of lifé îttay bc Itallowed, and teir sweet-
uess iiicreased, by beiîîg hleîîded wvitlt loly alfections, and by heilig, directed
to tlie glory of GodL But wlheiî worldly 1)irsiiits aud 1leaqures absorb our in-
terest: and tlieir dlaims yieldled to al the cost aud distoîtor of trae religioni,
diteu the deceitfulmîcss of riches anîd te I)lasureS of titis life, traust'er Vlie
whiole otf life's service and care to the înoncy side, "" te course of titis
%vorld!"

ie .Apostle mientionîs aitotiier feature of citaracter, and dwells iapon it
witi soiemui iuiterest-titat they are under te domntiiom of Satait, antd are ini-
stigafed antd intpelled to a course of evii by so-ne of tose wicked spirits who
ackîîowiedge hit as their leader and Iîead, "acrigto te prince of te power
of thte air, te spirit tat 110w worketlt in the cihdren of disobedieince' What


