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CHURCH WORK.

its use, or the evils consequent
upon its neglect. St. Paul urges
upon the Romans the needfulness
of “continuing instant in prayer.”
To mark the steadfastness and
zeal with which the early converts
clave to “the apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship,” and “in the break-
ing of bread,” and “in the prayers,”
to presentin strong coloring the
holiness of heart and ﬁxedness of
purpose, with which the Apostles,
on the appointment of deacons,
resolved to ‘“give themselves to
prayer and to the ministry of the
word.” “Continue in prayer,” St.
Paul says to the Colossiansi “and,”
he adds, “watch in the same.”
Be watchful ‘be sleeplessly vigilant
n the dxschar«e ‘of this duty.
“Watch and pray,” urges our dear
Lord, and how expressive are the
words of the Apostle: “Praying
always with all prayer and suppli-
cation in the spirit, and watching
thereunté' with all “perseverance
and supplication for all saints.”
“Praying always,” literally at every
time, “with all prayer and supplica-
tion 'in the spirif,” that is with
prayer most fervent and urgent.
Under the influence of the Holy
Ghost, “and watchmg thereunte,”
looking for "oCcasions of prayer,
deprive themselves of  sleep lest
they should let them shp, and not
only so, but “with all perseverance,”
with " thé most. strénuous and un-

wearied. endeavor “and_supplica-"
. tions.”” ~ Earnest  pétitions “for all

szunts,” all the redeemed of ‘Gop,
the sactamental host of Gop’s elect.
Ponder, the. particulars here enum-
erated and ‘grouped together s

Ist. Deeo eamestness in
prayer.” . .«

2nd. At every tlme, on all occa-
sions. I

Ooan St
-

“all |

3rd. The guidance and prompt-
ings of the Holy Ghost.

4th. Sleepless watchfulness.

sth. Persevering effort.

6th. Asking not for ourselves
only, but for all who are Christ’s.

All prayer, all times, all perse-
verance, all saints, These are
things worthy of our most solemn
consideration ; they are written for
our learning. Call to mind, dear
brethren, how this prevailing prayer
has been exemplified in the lives of
Gob’s saints in every age. Call to
miné Moses on Sinai, Elijah on
Carmel and Christ in the Garden
and on Calvary. Their examples
are more than arguments.

Teaclr

these lessons to your flocks, breth-.

ren of the clergy, and you will find
your own souls strengthened and

‘1 ycur labors blessed.

. And these,says Bishop Beveridge,
are plainly the true” marks, or
notes, of a Christian” church,

whereby it may be dxstmgmshed-
from all other asseiblies or bodies .

of men, which, consequently, all
persons miust be steadfast; in, and
who desire to- continue real and
sound members of that church
which Christ Jesus hath estabhshed

"in. the world.

How, beautifully and wisely is it

.orderéd in the Burial Service in the

Prayer Book that while it honors

the " dead, dt consoles the living!
_The mourner is awakened from his
ream-like dpathy of grief, or still-

id in his deep agony, by such,
olemn sentences: Hear
prayer,-O Lord, and with Thine

'

ears consider my calling ; hold not -

Thy peace at my tears ; for [ am a

sojourner, as all my fathers were,

O spare me a little, ‘that I may ‘re-
cover my strength, before I.go

. ~hence and be no more seen.



