252 " The Home and Foreign Beeord. "Sept.

dollars, probabiy less. For this sum subscribers will reccive six large octavo
voluwes, averaging each from 500 to 600 closely printed octavo pages, on
good paper, and hundsomely bound.

Such is the scheme, and we need not say that we heartily wish it God speed.
The Puritan age was one of great mental activity, and especiaily of deep re-
ligious thoughtfulness, and produced a race of giants in Theology, who pushed
their investigations on almost every part of that divine science to the utmost
limits of the powers of the human mind, while the times and circumstances in
which they were placed, favoured the personal experimental acquaintance
with religious truth, by which their writings are characterized. Their works
taus are a storehouse of doctrinal and practical divinity to which all subse.
quent theological writers of any eminence have been deeply indebted. The
publication of their works in a form that will render them generally accessible
is a favourable omen for the future theology of Britain and America. ¢ What
England needs,” says the Iiditor of the British and Foreign Kvangelical Re-
view, “is a return to the Theology of the Puritans, thatis to a profoundly
spiritual Calvinistic Theology,” and well will it be for the Church if its minis.
try become well versed in writings characterised by such close acquaintance
with the doctrines of the word of God, and the working of the human heart,
True it is that they have their defects, and particularly the form in which these
writers expressed their thoughts, does not suit the present age. The Puritang
laboured to give expression to the great ideas with which their minds were
replete, without attaching much importance to the garb in which they were
arrayed. The present age is not content with useful and solid truth, but must
have it presented in such eloquence of style and language, as will save trouble
in thinking, and regards what will tickle the intellectual palate rather than
what will nourish the spiritual system, Ience the writings 6f the Puritans
are not likely to become in the ordinary sense of the term popular, and yet it
wouid be a great mistake to suppose that they are suited only to ministers and
scholars, Intelligent christians of every class will find ther not only profitable
but interesting reading, and we are persuaded that the general perusal of their
writings would form a stronger race of Christians, than will ever be formed on
the unsubstantial pabulum, supplied by a great part of the literature of the
present day.

The present scheme of publication has our highest commendation. It will
be the cheapest of the kind ever attempted. We would suggest that the pre-
sent would form a favourable opportunity of commencing the formation in our
congregations of ministers’ libraries. In many congregations in the old coun.
try this plan has been carried out with most beneficial results, These libra-
ries are the property of the congregation, but reserved for the use of the mi-
nister for the time being. In this country, where the stipends are generally
small, and where our young ministers have not generally the means of buying
" many books, such a measure would be particularly useful. THere, then, is a
favourable opportunity for beginning. Sessions, by subscribing a guinea ster-
ling, would in ten years have a library of sixty volumes of choice theology,
from which, in the mental and spiritual improvement of their pastor, they
would reap a rich return.

Subseriptions will be reccived by Mr, James Barnes, Halifax, or Mr.James

Patterson, Pictou.

v ea -

e 2 P N

£

X Y

Poamveme e - e

Y N e



