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the end of the world.

V. 29.—(See Deut. iv. 24 and ix.3.)—If
we cling to sin that fire will consume us
which otherwise would have puritied us
.88 gold and silver are puritied.

Lessoxs,

This passage is full of most precious
doctrines and practical lessons: (V. 14 is
itself a serwon.)

1. Al Christians Lave a heavenly birth-
right ; Tdke heed lest vou barter it away
for any, even the most fascivating and
tempting, advantages.

2. There is such a thing as repenting
with bitter enguish when repentance will
be of no usc. Esau mizht have got without
tears what all his tears cannot now secure
for him.

3. Spiritual things arc of infinitely
greater value than temporal things. The
“ Mess of poitage” may come to you un-
der many different disguises. Beware of
them!

4. A singlo action may decide onr fate
for time and for eternity. That enc bar-
gain of Esau’s was his ruin.

5. From the terrors of the old dispensa-
tion and the advantages of the new infer
the unspeakable danger of trifling with the
gospel. See ver. 25.

6. 'The * Kingdom” of Christ cannot
‘be moved, even though the earth pass
away. We shonld therefore strive to be-
come members of it No other means of
salvation will ever Lo established on earth.

7. God s most merciful to those who
serve him with reverence (modesty) and
godly fear; but he is a consuming fire to all
who despise or pervert the gospel orwho
pay no heed to it.

DocTrINE TO BE PROVED:
Danger of despising spiritual things.—
Heb. i1. 2 and iii. 8-10; Gal. vi. 8; Psalm
ovi. 24, &e.

THIRD SARBATH. ’

Scwseer:  The Covcnant Blessing.—
Gen. xxvii. 1-29.

V. 1.—Isaac, now faradvanced in years,
wishes to bestow his dying henediction upon
nis favorite son, Esau. This was in oppo-
sition to the will of God, who had expressly
wid Rebekah at the birth of the twin-bro-
hers that the clder should serve the young-
er.  Gen. xxv, 13. But Isaac shall be
frustrated in his purpose. Imagine you
see the aged Patriarch—his locks white as
snow—his cyes dim with -age—his whole
sp;{earancc vencrable.

’. 2.—He was probablv about 137 years
of age; and lived at least 40 years after-
afterwards,

V. 3.—TVenison. The word in the origi-
aal Hebrew significs yame taken in the

chase—in hunting. Shephends in the East
never scraple to take of their flock for the
entertainment of strangers.  They not un-
frequently manage to supply their own
wants by hunting. Xlence the patriarch’s
desire for ventson.

V. 4.—The blessing of the covenant was
nomeaningless ceremony. It was neces-
sary to impart it with due selemaity.  Ac-
cording to Oriental custom the eating of
the savoury meat provided Ly Esau would
give validity to the blessing 1o be commu-
nicated to hira by his father.

Vv. 5-10.—Rebekah overhears the di-
rections which Isaae had given to Esau.
She resolves to thwart their designs, and
sccure the biessing for her favorite son—Ja-
cob. Sewme consider that shewas prompted
by & dirine impulse: hat (s opinion is
incompatible with the deception which she
practised in accomplishing her purpose.
God had designed the patriarehat blessing
for Jacob, and weuld have taken his own
way to bestow it upon himi. Rebekah takes
the matter into her own hands, and actuated
by mere favoritism for her darling boy, en-
deavors to accomplish God’s purpose res-
pecting him, by means, and in a manner,
at direct variance with reason and revela-
tion.

Vv. 11-12. — Tlowever desirous Jacob
might be to secure the blessing of his father
he could not enter into the plan proposed
by ‘his mether without some compunc-
tions af conscicnce. What if the trick-
ery should be detected! Then a curse, not
a lessing, would fall upon his head. He
knew the mind of Jehovan as afterwards
expressed in Deut. xxvii. 18.

- 13.—Whe would like to assume the
terrible respounsibility which Rebekah here
imposes upen herselt.

{)/. 14, —Rebekah eounld so prepare the
young kids by various condiments that it
would net be easy to distincuish between
<the szvsury meat thus prepared and vension.

V. 15-49.—Notice the three-fold de-
ception which Jacob, at the instigation of
his meother, practises upon his blind father :
ist. He unequivecally afirms that he is
his first-borm son, Fsau. 2nd. He assures
him that the savoury meat which he has
brought him is venison, and taken in hunt-
ing.  3rd. He <lothes himself with his
brether’s raiment and covers his hauds with
the skins -of kid. How difficult itis to
accomplish that which is right when wrong
measures ave resorted to.

Vy. 20-27.— Notwithstanding the well
wronght artifice the patriarch i3 somewhat
suspicious. He wenders how the venison
had becn captured and preparcd so speedily.
Here agrain Jaceb deliberately falsifies. His
voice, however, nearly betrays him.  What
stronge emotions must have arisen in the
breast of Isaac as he stericd at its sound,




